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Chapter3773

AssoonasCharliesaidthis,LouisRogersdidn’tfeelanythingunusual.

However,becauseMichaelaJoulespaysspecialattentiontoCharlie,sheprickedupherearswithout

showingup,andwasreadytolistentotheconversationbetweenCharlieandtheotherpartytoseeif

shecouldhearanyusefulinformation.

Butatthismoment,CharlieglancedatLouisRogers,andwhentheireyesmet,heheldthephoneinone

hand,andraisedhishandatLouisRogerswiththeother.

LouisRogersdidn’tthinkmuchaboutit,andhesubconsciouslynoddedandsaidhello.

Atthistime,CharliehadalreadywalkedinthedirectionofLouisRogers.

Atthesametime,hetookacigaretteoutofhispocketwithhisrighthand,andputitinhismouthasa

gesture.

Smokingacigarettewhileansweringthephoneiscommonplaceformanypeople,soLouisRogerswas

notsurprisedatall.

However,whathedidn’tknowwasthatCharliedon’tsmokeatall,andthepackofcigarettesinhis

pocketwasalsowhatCharlieaskedDonAlbert’smentobringbeforetheycame.

Atthistime,Wesleyonthephoneopenedhismouthandsaid,“Mr.Wade,theintelligencenetworkhas

feedback.The‘MissLavigne’youarelookingfor,herrealnameisMichaelaJoules.”



EverywordthatWesleysaidclearlyfellintotheearsofsix-starwarriorLouisRogers.

WhenheheardthewordsMichaelaJoules,hispupilssuddenlyshrank!

Immediatelyafterwards,helookedatCharliewithfullhostilityandmurderousintent!

Butevenatthismoment,hedidn’trealizehowdangerousCharliewouldbetohim.

Hejustdidn’texpectthatCharliewouldhaveconnectionstofindoutthetrueidentityofMichaela

Joules!

Thisalsomeansthatbothhimandtheyoungladyhavebeenexposed,andtheyoungladyintheroom

maybeindangeratanytime!

Thinkingofthis,hestaredatCharlieandasked,“Whoonearthareyou?!”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Ihaven’taskedyouyet.Youevenquestionedme?Ididn’tchangemynameor

surname.UnliketheMissJoulessittinginside,deliberatelyputonawaistcoat.”

LouisRogerssaidatthistime,“Theyoungladyhasnomalicetowardsyou!Thereisareasonforusing

anotheridentity!”

Charlienoddedandsmiled,“Ididn’tsaythatshehadanybadintentionstowardsme.Whatareyou

doingsonervously?”

Withthatsaid,CharliesaidtoWesleyonthephone,“Wesley,Ihavesomethingtodo,hangupfirst.”



Wesleyhurriedlysaid,“Mr.Wade,thereisasix-starwarriornamedLouisRogersbesideMichaela

Joules!”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Iknow,heisrightinfrontofme.”

Wesleyontheotherendofthephonewastakenabackforamoment,thensmiledandsaid,“Sorry,Mr.

Wade,I’mworryingtoomuch!”

Afterthat,heimmediatelysaid,“Mr.Wade,sinceyouhavesomethingtodo,thenIwon’tbotheryou!”

TheconversationbetweenthetwoofthemwasnaturallyheardbyLouisRogers.Hecouldn’thidethe

nervousnessandaskedCharlie,“Youfindouttheidentityoftheyounglady,andalsofindoutthatIama

six-starwarrior.Whoareyou?”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Youarereallylong-winded,Isaid,mynameisCharlieWade!”
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LouisRogersfrownedandsaidtoCharlie,“Idon’tcarewhoyouare.Iwanttotaketheladyoutofhere

now.Asfortheproblemofthelady’shidingidentity,shewillnaturallyexplaintoyouinpersonlater.

Pleasegetoutofhere!”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“WhatifIdon’t?”

LouisRogersclenchedhisfists,hisjointscrackled,andsaidcoldly,“Therearenomartialartsmasters

aroundhere.Thefewinthekitchenarejustlikeyou.Theyareallordinarypeople.Youcan’tstopme.

ThereasonwhyIaskedyoutomoveawayisbecauseIdon’twanttohurtyou.”

“Idon’tknowhowtopraise?”Charliechuckled,andsaidplayfully,“Noonehastoldmethesewordsfor



alongtime.Suddenly,Imissitabit!”

LouisRogersgrittedhisteethandsaid,“DoyouthinkI’mjokingwithyou?!Sinceyouhavesucha

powerfulintelligencenetwork,don’tyouknowwhatthestrengthofthesix-starwarrioris?”

Charlienoddedandsmiled,“Iknowthestrengthofthesix-starmartialartist.Totellyouthetruth,I

stonedtwosix-starfighterstodeaththeotherday.”

Whenhesaidthis,Charliedidn’tforgettostretchouthisrighthand,makinggestureslikeascissorshand.

WhenLouisRogersheardthis,hiswholepersonwascompletelyirritated!

Hedidn’tbelievethatCharliecouldkilltwosix-starwarriorswithhisownhands,andhealsostoned

themtodeath.Thisissimplyahorroroftheworld!

So,hestaredatCharlieandsaidcoldly,“Mr.Wade,Idon’twanttohurtyou,butyouhaveirritatedme

withwordsseveraltimes.Ifthat’sthecase,don’tblamemeforbeingimpolite!Iwillletyouknowthe

fistofasix-starwarrior!”

Havingsaidthat,healmostunthinkinglygatheredhistrueenergyintohisfistsandlegs,andthenrushed

toCharliedirectly!

However,LouisRogersdidn’treallywantCharlie’slife,hejustwantedtoteachCharliealesson,lethim

seethestrengthofthesix-starwarrior!

LouisRogers’sbodyrushedtowardsCharlielikeafasttruck.Inhisopinion,evenifhedidn’tthrowafist,

justhitCharliewithhisbody,itwasenoughtokillCharlie.

Butwhathedidn’texpectinhisdreamswasthatCharliedidn’tmeantododgehalfway.Hejust



stretchedoutanarmlazilyandsaidindifferently,“Six-starwarrior,withme,it’snodifferentfromadead

dog!”

Feelinghumiliated,LouisRogersgrittedhisteethandshouted,“You’relookingfordeath!”

Havingsaidthat,hisbodyburstoutwithstrongerstrengthandrushedstraighttoCharlie!

However,atthemomenthewasabouttorushtowardsCharlie,hesuddenlyfeltthathisallstrengthis

beingsuckedawayinaninstant,andhiswholepersonfellintothedesertlikeagrainofsand,without

makinganywavesatall!

Whenhesawclearly,hewasshockedtodiscoverthatCharlie’srighthandwasblockinghimatthistime!

Thismadehimstruckbylightning!

Becausehecouldn’tbelieveit,Charliejuststretchedoutonehandandcompletelyblockedhiswhole

body,andevenremovedallhisstrength!

Allthestrengthhehadbrewedjustnowseemedtosinkintotheseaatthismoment,andthehuge

impactwasinstantlyremovedwithoutatrace!

Atthismoment,LouisRogers’sworldviewwascompletelysubverted!

ItwasalsoatthismomentthathefinallyrealizedthatthegapbetweenhimselfandCharliewassimply

thedifferencebetweenthecloudsandthemud!

HelookedatCharlieinhorror,andaskedwithdifficulty,“You…howdoyou…howcanyouhavesucha

powerfulstrength…Whoonearthareyou?!”



Charlieraisedhiseyebrowsandsmiled,“Youhaveaskedthisquestionthreetimes.”

LouisRogerssubconsciouslyasked,“You…whatisyourcultivationbase?!Ihaveneverseensomeone

whocansurpassasix-starmartialartistbeforeheisthirtyyearsold…”

Charlieaskedhimcuriously,“ThenhaveyouheardofWesley?”

“Wesley?”LouisRogersblurtedout,“I’veheardthatheistheLordoftheDragonHall,andheisanEight-

StarWarrior!”

Charliesmiledandasked,“Thendoyouknowhowoldheis?”

LouisRogersshookhishead,“Thispersonisverymysterious,nooneknowshisspecificinformation…”

Speakingofthis,hesuddenlycamebacktohissensesandaskedinhorror,“You…thepersonyoujust

calledisWesley?”

Charlienoddedandsmiled,“Yes,it’shim,butheislessthan30yearsoldthisyear.”

Afterspeaking,Charliesaidagain,“Also,Iamnotalsothirtyyearsold,soitseemsthatyouhavealittle

bitofknowledge!”

LouisRogerswastakenaback,andfinallyrealizedwhatitmeanstobesomeoneoutside,andthereis

heavenoutsidethesky.

HealwaysthoughtthatWesleywouldbeatleast40or50yearsoldtohavethestrengthofaneight-star

warriorandtorunsuchahugeorganizationasDragonHall,buthedidn’texpectthathewouldbeless



than30yearsold.

Moreover,whathedidn’texpectwasthatWesley,asthelordoftheDragonHall,wouldevenclaimto

beasubordinateinfrontofCharlie!

CoulditbethatCharlieinfrontofhimistherealmasterofDragonHall?
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JustwhenLouisRogers’viewsweresubvertedandhisheartwasgreatlyshocked,acommercialvehicle

drovetothedoorofthefarmhouse.

Assoonasthecarstoppedsteadily,theelectricdoorinthebackrowopeneddirectly.Then,DonAlbert

gotoutofthecarandwaitedquietlyatthedoor.

LouisRogerslookedbackandfoundthathisheartwasextremelynervous.HethoughtthatCharliewill

tieupMichaelaJoulesinsuchaposture.

So,hesubconsciouslywantedtoreportaloudtoMichaelaJoulesinthebox.

Buthedidn’texpectthathisvoicewascompletelystuckinhisthroatandcouldn’tmakeit.

HestaredatCharlieinhorror,wonderingwhatmethodheusedtomakehimselfsilent.

ButCharliechuckledandpattedhisshoulderatthismoment,andalittlespiritualenergyenteredinan

instant,andtheconsciousnessofLouisRogerswasalsofirmlysealedinthebodylikecalum’s

consciousness.

Afterwards,Charlielookedintohiseyesandsaid,“Youdon’tneedtobeafraid.Iwon’ttakeyourlifefor



thetimebeing,butyouneedtoworkhardtochangeaplacetorest.Inaddition,theconditionsover

therearenotverygood,andyoustillneedtoovercomeit.”

Afterthat,hepointedtoDonAlbert’scommercialvehicleandsaidtoLouisRogers,“Hey,goupby

yourself.”

LouisRogerswassurprisedthathewascompletelyunabletocontrolhisbodynow,andthewhole

personwasevenmoreterrified.HehadnoideahowCharliedidit!

Whenhediscoveredthathisbodyturnedaroundcompletelyuncontrollablyandwalkedtowardsthe

commercialcar,hesuddenlyfellintoextremedespair.

Becausehehadrealizedthathehadcompletelylostcontrolofhisbody,andhisbodywasactually

controlledbyCharlie’scommand.

Therefore,hecouldonlywatchashegotintothatcommercialcar.

WhenDonAlbertsawLouisRogers,hiseyeswidenedinsurprise,andthenranallthewaytoCharlie,

andsaidinalowvoice,“MasterWade,Ihaveseenthisperson!”

Charlieaskedcuriously,“Wheredidyoumeethim?”

DonAlbertsaidhurriedly,“Afewdaysago,therewassuchagroupofpeoplewhodirectlybookedthe

goldenboxinmyHeavenSpringMansionforamonth,andgavemorethantenmillionmealsaday.They

cametoeattwomealsaday!”

Charliewasslightlytakenaback,andcouldn’thelpfrowning,withaplayfulexpressiononhisfaceand

said,“Itseemsthattheyhavebeenwatchingmeforalongtime.Thiswomandoeshavesomething…”



Afterthat,heimmediatelysaidtoDonAlbert,“Youquicklybringthepersonback,andremembernotto

bemonitoredandphotographedinhisface.”

DonAlbertnoddedandsaid,“MasterWade,don’tworry,thecamerasaroundherehavebeen

destroyedbysomeoneIarranged.Afterawhile,Iwillletthecargooutofthecityandwalktothenext

road20kilometersaway.Thereisanothercarwaitingthere,andthereisnocamerainthewilderness.I

willtakethepersontochangethecarandgostraightbackonthehighspeed.Iwillnotgothroughthe

104nationalhighway.Asforthiscar,itwillgosouth,followingNationalHighway104allthewayto

Southaven.”
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Speakingofthis,DonAlbertsaidconfidently,“Inthisway,evenifsomeoneelsechecksallthecars

passingbyNationalHighway104today,itisimpossibletofindanothercaronthefront.”

Charlienoddedinsatisfactionandsmiled,“Yes,DonAlbert,youaregettingmoreandmoredetailed.”

DonAlbertlaughedandsaid,“HeyMasterWade,I’mactuallynotgoodatthiskindofthing,butMr.

Camerontaughtmealotbefore.Heisanexpertatplayingthis!”

Charlienodded,IsaacCameronwasnaturallymuchbetterthanDonAlbertinhisbrain,butDonAlbert

hadmorecontactwithhim,andhisearsandeyeshadindeedmadegreatprogress.

Immediately,heopenedhismouthandsaid,“Okay,nowthatyouhavearrangedeverything,goquickly.”

DonAlbertwavedtoCharlieandsaidrespectfully,“MasterWade,thenI’mleaving.”

Charlienodded,“Go.”

DonAlberthurriedlygotintothecarandinstructedhismentodriveawayquickly.



SeeingthatLouisRogerswastakenaway,Charlieturnedaroundandreturnedtotheboxwithoutdelay.

Atthistime,MichaelaJoulesintheboxwascompletelyunawareofwhatwashappeningoutside.

Afterall,thisplaceislocatednexttothenationalhighway,andthetrafficiswhizzingby,andthe

movementisextremelyhigh.Fromtimetotime,anoverloadedtruckpassesby,andeventheentire

groundvibrates.

Therefore,MichaelaJoulescouldnothearthemovementsoutside.

AfterCharliecameback,hesmiledandsaidtoMichaelaJoules,“I’msorry,MissLavigne,something

happenedjustnow,whichmadeyouwaitalongtime.”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“Mr.Wadedon’tneedtobesopolite,areyoufinished?”

Charlienodded,andsaidcasually,“Afterthecallisover,theclientjustconsultsalittlebitofFengshui,

anditwillprobablybealmostenoughtoexplainittohim.”

Charlie’sactingwastoosincere,soMichaelaJoulesdidn’thavetheslightestdoubt.

SoMichaelaJoulessmiledandsaid,“Bytheway,Mr.Wade,Idon’tknowifyourwifetoldyouthatthe

villaIboughtinTheCroftVillahasbeenfullyentrustedtohertodesignanddecorate.”

Charlienoddedandsaid,“Mywifetoldmeaboutthis.Sheherselfisveryhappybecauseshehasnever

encounteredsuchagoodopportunity.”

Afterspeaking,Charliesaidpolitely,“ThankyouMissLavigneforputtingsuchabigprojectinher



hands.”

MichaelaJoulessaidhurriedly,“Mr.WadehelpedmeseeFengShui,butdidn’ttakeanycents.I’malso

reciprocatingforapeach,sodon’tbepolitewithme.”

Charliesmiledslightlyandsaidsincerely,“SinceMissLavigneissointeresting,thentherewillbeany

placeinAurousHillwhereIwillhelpinthefuture,pleasedon’tbepolitetome,MissLavigne!”

HearingCharlie’swords,MichaelaJoules’bigeyescouldn’thelpshiningwithexcitement.

SheapproachedCharliedeliberately,justbecauseshewantedtoaccumulatesomepersonalfriendships

andfavorswithhim.

Onlyinthisway,canonedaybepossibleforhertobeghimtosellherarejuvenationpill.

AndwhatCharliesaidjustnowgavehergreatconfidence.

ShebelievesthataslongasshekeepsonworkinghardandcontinuestogetclosertoCharliebeforethe

auctionbegins,therejuvenationpillwillreallybesure!

Asfortheexcitement,shecouldn’thelpholdingupthewaterglassandsaidtoCharlie,“Mr.Wade,Iwill

useteainsteadofwinetotoastyou!”

Charlienoddedandsmiled,andalsotouchedherslightlywiththewaterglass,andsaidpolitely,“Come

on,MissLavigne,eatmoremeat!”

Afterthat,heusedhisownchopstickstohandherafewpieces.



SeeingthatthechopstickshadbeenusedbyCharlie,MichaelaJouleswastakenabackforamoment,

herheartbeatacceleratedabit,andblushedandsaid,“Thankyou,Mr.Wade!”

Charliesaidwithasmile,“You’rewelcome,youmusteatwell!”

Twentyminuteslater,MichaelaJoulesfinallyputdownherchopsticks,andwhilegentlywipingherlips

withatissue,shesaidsoftly,“Mr.Wade,I’mfull…ThismaybebecauseIhaveeatenthemostsatisfying

meal…”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“It’sbestifyouliketoeat.I’lltakeyoutootherlocalspecialtiesifIhavethe

opportunityinthefuture.”

MichaelaJoulesfollowedhiswordsandsaid,“That’sgreat!Ihaven’tbeentoAurousHillbefore,andI

don’tknowanythingaboutthelocalspecialtieshere.IfIhaveyouMr.Wade,Iwilldefinitelyavoidalot

ofdetours!”

Charlienoddedandsmiled,“Thentwodaysfromnow,IwilltakeyoutothemostfamousHuaiyang

cuisineintheYangtzeRivervalley!”

Afterspeaking,Charliedeliberatelysaidcasually,“ItjustsohappensthatIhaveafriendwhorunsa

restaurant,andhismainspecialtyisHuaiyangcuisine.ItisquitefamousinAurousHill.Itiscalled

HeavenSpringMansion.WhenIgethome,Iwilltalktohimandlethimprepareatableforus!”
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MichaelaJoulesfeltbigwhensheheardthewordsHeavenSpringMansion.



Shethoughttoherself,“ThefoodinHeavenSpringMansionisgoodthisday,butnomatterhowgoodit

is,Ican’tstandtoeatthereeveryday…”

“Moreover,IamalreadyaregularvisitorinHeavenSpringMansionthesedays.IfCharlieknowsaboutit,

Ithinktherewilldefinitelybeharmsandnobenefits.”

Thinkingofthis,shesmiledandsaidtoCharlie,“Mr.Wade,IhavebeentoHeavenSpringMansion.The

foodisindeedverygood,buteatingthereisstillabittoowasteful.Iwonderifyouhavemorechoice?

Farmfoodliketoday’s,Ithinkit’sverygood…”

Charlieaskedinsurprise,“HaveyoubeentoHeavenSpringMansion?Oh,IfIknew,Iwouldsayhello

andaskthebossovertheretofreeyoufromtheorder.”

Afterspeaking,Charliesaidagain,“Inthisway,I’llcallthebossofHeavenSpringMansioninawhile,and

wheneveryougo,MissLavigne,lethimgiveyouawaiver!”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“Howembarrassedthen!Peopleopenthedoortodobusiness,howcan

theybefreeofbills,Mr.Wade,don’tbesopolite…”

Charliewasnotpoliteatfirst,hejusttreatedMichaelaJoulesasalittlemouse,andnowteasedherto

play,waitingtoseeherlookatalossforawhile.

SoCharliesmiledandsaid,“Ifthisisthecase,thenIwilllookforarestaurantwithmorelocalspecialties,

andthenIwilltakeMissLavignetohaveatasting.”

MichaelaJoulesnoddedrepeatedly,smiled,andsaid,“IamnotfamiliarwiththeplacewhereIwasborn

inAurousHill,andonlyMr.Wadehavetakencareofmeduringthistime!”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“It’seasytotalk,I’llarrangeit!”



Withthat,Charlielookedatthetimeandsmiledslightly,“MissLavigne,it’slate,orshouldwegohome

now?”

“Okay!”MichaelaJoulesnoddedandsmiled,“ThankyouMr.Wadeforthehospitalitytoday!”

“Youarepolite!”Charliestoodupwithasmile.SeeingMichaelaJoulesalsogotupandtookthehandbag,

hewalkedtothedoorfirst,openedtheboxdoor,andsaidwithasmile,“Comeon,MissLavigne,

please.”

MichaelaJoulesbowedslightlyandnoddedinthanks,andthensteppedoutofthebox.

Atthistime,theskyoutsidethedoorwascompletelydark,andalthoughawalllampwasonintheyard,

thelightwasstillverydim.

AssoonasMichaelaJouleswentout,shesubconsciouslylookedforLouisRogers’figure,but

unexpectedly,LouisRogersdidnotstandbesidethecarasusual.

Shecouldn’thelpbeingalittlesurprised,andshethoughttoherself,“WhereisMr.Rogers?Heusedto

waitbythecareverytime.Whyishemissingtoday?Isherestinginthecar?”

Thinkingofthis,sheimmediatelysteppedtowardstheCadillac.

Butwhenshegottothewindowofthecar,sheleanedoverandfoundthatthecarwasemptyandthere

wasnosignofLouisRogers.

Soshehurriedlylookedaroundagain.Intheentirefarmyard,shedidn’tseeLouisRogers.



Thismadeherfeelalittleflustered.
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ShethenanxiouslytookouthermobilephoneandtriedtocallLouisRogers,butthecallwasprompted

thatitcouldnotbeconnected.

Thismadeherpanickedinaninstant,whilecontinuingtotrytomakeacall,shekeptcirclingaroundthe

placeanxiously.

Charliepretendedtobesurprisedandasked,“MissLavigne,what’sthematter?”

MichaelaJoulesblurtedoutsubconsciously,“My…mydriverisgone…”

“Gone?”Charliesaidinsurprise,“Howcanabiglivingpersonsaynoanddisappear?WhenIcameoutto

answerthephonejustnow,Isaidhellotohim…”

Afterspeaking,hehurriedlysaidagain,“Couldhewenttothetoilet?”

MichaelaJoulessaidinaflusteredexpression,“ButIcan’tgetthroughhismobilephone.Hismobile

phonehasneverbeenblocked,andhisstyleofworkiscautious,andhewillneverjustdisappeared,

so…soIsuspectthathemightbeintrouble…”

Charliesaidcasually,“Whatifhisisphoneaccidentallyfallsintothepitwhilegoingtothebathroom?”

MichaelaJouleswastakenabackforamoment,thenimmediatelyshookherheadandsaid,“It’s

impossible…withhisskill,hewillnevermakesuchalow-levelmistake…”

InMichaelaJoules’view,forasix-starwarrior,thereactionabilityandbodyspeedaretoomuch



strongerthanthatofordinarypeople,anditiscompletelyimpossibleforamobilephonetoaccidentally

fallintoapit.

Seeinghernervousness,Charliesteppedforwardandsaidwithasolemnconsolation,“Ithinkyourdriver

isverystableandmeticulousinhisstanding.Atfirstglance,heispracticingmartialarts.Thiskindof

personshouldhavenoproblem.Besides,thelawandorderinAurousHillhasalwaysbeenverygood.

Heisabigman,andthereisnopossibilityofaccidents.Don’tworry!”

MichaelaJoules’anxietydidnotgetanyreliefbecauseofCharlie’scomfort.

BecausesheknewverywellinherheartthatLouisRogerswasanoutstandingsix-starwarrior.

ItstandstoreasonthattheentireChinacouldnotfindanexistencewhosestrengthcouldsurpasshim.

Therefore,itisalmostimpossibleforhimtohaveanyaccidents.

Butnow,ithappenedthatthispersonwhowasunlikelytohaveanyaccidentsdisappearedinexplicably.

Atthismoment,shehadastrongsenseofcrisis,makingherfeelasifshewasbeingincomparably

powerful,butcompletelyinvisibleandintangible.Thewhirlpoolisfirmlywrapped.

Charliewasstilladdictedtoactingatthistime.Herantothekitchendoorandknockedonthedoor.

Afterthedooropened,heimmediatelyaskedthechefinside,“Whohasseenthemanstandinginthe

yardjustnow?”

Thechefshookhisheadandsaid,“MasterWade,Ihaven’tbeenout…”

Charlieaskedagain,“Thenwhenwecame,howaboutthelittlebrotherwhogreetedusatthedoor?”

Thechefhurriedlysaid,“Hehasalreadyleft.Itdidn’ttakelongforyouandthedistinguishedguestto



comeback.Hewentbackfirst,becausetodayDonAlberttoldusnottoreceiveotherguests,butonly

serveyouatthetable,sohewentfirst.”

“Strange…”Charliemuttered,“Abiglivingpersonstoodthere.Whendidheleaveandwherehewent,

nooneknows?”

Thechefshookhisheadvigorously,andblurtedout,“Wereallydon’tknow…”

Charlieaskedagain,“Doyouhavesurveillancehere?”

Thechefshookhisheadagainandchuckledtwice.Thenhesaid,“Thereisnomonitoring,Master

Wade…Youknow,ourbossisunderDonAlbert’shands.WeusuallyentertainpeoplefromtheTao.In

ordertoavoidtrouble,nomonitoringisinstalled…”

Charliesighedhelplessly,andsaid,“I’llthinkofotherways.”

Afterfinishingspeaking,heturnedaroundandsaidtothenervousMichaelaJoules,“MissLavigne,orI

willaccompanyyoutowaitforawhile,ifwestillcan’tcontacthim,wewillcallthepolice.”

AlthoughMichaelaJouleswasuneasy,shecouldn’tthinkofanysolutionatthistime,soshesaidto

Charlie,“Thankyou,Mr.Wade.Iwillsendamessagetoothersfirst…”

Havingsaidthat,shequicklysentShanElliottachatmessagewithhermobilephone,askingherto

immediatelynotifytheotherentouragesofLouisRogers’disappearance.

Atthesametime,theymustfindawaytocheckthemonitoringaroundthefarmhousetoseeiftheycan

findacluebeforecallingthepolice.

ShanElliott,whowasmeasuringtheroomwithClaire,wasinacoldsweatwhensheheardthatLouis



Rogerswasmissing,soshequicklycoordinatedandorderedotherstosearchforclues.

ThedisappearanceofLouisRogersmeantacompletelossofsecurityforthem.

It’slikeagroupofrookieswhodon’tknowhowtorobthetombandfollowtheghostblowingthelamp

tothetomb,andonlywhentheyenterthetombpassage,theirleaderwaskidnapped.

AndtheyknowverywellthatifthereisanexistenceinAurousHillthatcanmakeLouisRogersdisappear,

theniftheotherpartywantsMichaelaJoulesandtheirentouragetoalsodisappear,itwillbeeasy!
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Withthepassageoftime,MichaelaJoulesbecamemorenervousandflustered.

AfternotseeingLouisRogersforalongtimeandstillcouldn’tgetthroughthephone,shewasso

worriedthatshequicklysentamessagetohergrandfatherFerdieJoulesandreportedtheunexpected

situationtohim.

Atpresent,thetrickinessofthingshasexceededMichaelaJoules’abilityandthestrengthofothers

aroundher.Shecanonlyaskhergrandfatherforadviceandhelp.

Atthistime,FerdieJouleswashalflyinginbed,andtheservantsaroundhimwereservinghim,eatinga

nutritiousbreakfastspoonfulbyspoon.

Recently,hishealthhasdeteriorated.

Aftergettingupeveryday,hedon’tevenhavethestrengthtogooutforawalk,andevensitstill,which

consumesphysicalstrength.



Therefore,hecanonlystayinbedmostofthetime.

Hishealthteamjustcompletedacomprehensivephysicalconditionassessmentforhimtwodaysago.

Expertsbelievethathislifehasenteredtheendofnaturalaging,andtheremainingtimecannolonger

becalculatedonanannualbasis.

Therefore,FerdieJoulesonlyexpectstwothingsinhisheartatpresent.

OnethingisthatthereisgoodnewsfromhergranddaughterMichaelaJoules.

TheotherthingisthathecansuccessfullybuyRejuvenatingPillattheauctionattheendofthemonth!

NowhesuddenlyreceivedamessagefromMichaelaJoules,andhecouldn’thelpbutbealittleexcited.

Hequicklypickeduphismobilephonewithhistremblinghandandturnedonthetextmessagewithhis

ownhands.

However,whenhesawthecontent,hesuddenlyfeltlikealightningstrike,andhismobilephone

couldn’tcontrolit.Heslippeddirectlyfromhishand!

“LouisRogersactuallydisappeared…This…howisthispossible…”

FerdieJouleswassuddenlyshocked,soheimmediatelysaidtotheservantbesidehim,“Quick!Goand

inviteMasterYeager!”

Soon,amiddle-agedmaninblackTangsuitsandblackclothshoessteppedintotheroom.



Themiddle-agedmanlookedataboutMoinhisforties.Hewalkednotfast,butheseemedtohavea

gustofwind.

ThispersonisFlintYeager,apersonalbodyguardbesideFerdieJoulesformanyyears.

FlintYeager’sactualagethisyearisalreadysixty-six.

Twenty-sixyearsago,hewasorderedbyhisteachertoentertheWTOtoprotectFerdieJoules.Because

ofhiscourageandresourcefulness,hehelpedFerdieJoulesalotandwasrespectedbyFerdieJoules.

Twenty-sixyearsago,FlintYeagerhadbrokenthroughtheSix-StarWarrior.Inthepasttwenty-sixyears,

becausehehasspentmoreenergyonprotectingandassistingFerdieJoules,thespeedofcultivation

andimprovementhassloweddownalot.Uptonow,hehasonlybrokenthroughtotheSeven-Star

Warrior.

LouisRogersishisfellowapprentice.

Accordingtotherequirementsofthedivision,FlintYeagerwasoriginallyscheduledtoservetheJoules

familyforthirtyyears,andwillreturntothedivisiontopracticebehindcloseddoorsfouryears.

Therefore,thedivisionsentLouisRogersafewyearsagototakeoverhisshift.

LouisRogersusedtoprotectFerdieJoules’eldestsonmostofthetime,thatis,MichaelaJoules’uncle.

Thistime,MichaelaJouleswasorderedtogotoChinatofindcluesofRejuvenatingPillsoFerdieJoules

speciallyaskedLouisRogerstoprotectMichaelaJoulesalltheway.

Unexpectedly,LouisRogersdisappearedinjustafewdaysafterhearrivedinAurousHill!



Chapter3780

However,atthistime,FlintYeagerdidnotknowwhathadhappenedtoLouisRogers.HewenttoFerdie

Joules’bedside,bowedslightly,andthenasked,“Mr.Joulesaskedmeheresoearly.What’sthe

matter?”

FerdieJoulessaidquickly,“MasterYeager,MichaelajustsentamessagethatLouisismissing!Michaela

suspectedthatsomethinghadhappenedtohim!”

“What?”FlintYeagerwasstunnedinaninstantandblurtedout,“Thisisimpossible!Louisisasix-star

martialartistwithstrongstrengthandnoopponentinthefieldofChinesemartialarts.Howcanhe

encounteranaccidentinChina!”

FerdieJoulessaid,“Michaelasaidsomuchthatshejustmadeanappointmentwithsomeonetohave

dinner.Afterameal,Louisdisappearedwhenshecameout,andthephonehadalsoshownthatitwas

notcoveredbytheservice.Whatelsecoulditbeifitwasnotanaccident?”

FlintYeagerwasslightlystunned,immediatelyfrownedandwhispered,“WiththepersonalityofLouis,

first,hewillnotleavewithoutreason,andsecondly,hewillnotlosecontactwithoutreason.Thetwo

situationshappenatthesametime.I’mafraidhereallyencountersanaccident…Thismatterseems

reallyverydifficult…”

FerdieJoulesblurted,“MasterYeager,haveyoueverheardthatChinahasamasterwithmorestrength

thanLouis?”

“Ihaven’theardofit.”FlintYeagersaid,“AsfarasIknow,Chinadoesn’tevenhaveafive-starwarrior.

What’smore,asMissJoulessaid,sheisintheboxseparatedbyawall,butshehasneverheardany

fighting,whichprovesthatifthismatterisreallybehindthescenes,thestrengthofthebehind-the-

scenesmafiaisfarmorethanthatofLouis.It’snotsimple!”

Withthat,hesaidsolemnly,“Ican’tevendoitevenifIwanttokillorkidnapLouisquietly!Becauseeven

ifLouis’strengthisnotasgoodasmine,hecanfightwithmeforatleastdozensofrounds,andifwego

allouttofight,themovementissobigthatI’mafraidwecanhearitafewkilometersaway.



FlintYeager’sanalysisshockedFerdieJoules.Heasked,“MasterYeager,inyouropinion,ifsomeonecan

quietlykillorkidnapLouis,whatlevelofstrengthwillthispersonbe?”

“Whatlevel…”FlintYeager’seyelidstrembledslightlyandsaidseriously,“I’mafraidit’sdifficulttodoit

intheMingDynasty,sothestrengthoftheotherpartyisatleastunknown!”

“Unknown…”FerdieJoulesmuttered,“MasterYeagersaidthatthiskindofmasterhasnothauntedthe

worldforatleasttenyears…”

“Yes…”FlintYeagernoddedandsaidinalowvoice,“morethantenyearsago,myteachermentionedin

aletterthatthethiskindofmastershaddisappeared,andthereisnonewssofar.”

FerdieJoulesquicklyasked,“WillthedisappearanceofLouishaveanythingtodowiththismasters?”

FlintYeager’sfacewassolemnandhesaid,“It’snotthatthereisnopossibility…It’sjustthatIcan’t

figureitout.EvenifAurousHillreallyhasthiskindofmaster,howcanhestartwithLouis?Louiswentto

AurousHillforonlyafewdays.Didheoffendanyone?”

Withthat,hehurriedlysaidtoFerdieJoules,“Mr.Joules,pleaseaskMissJoulesifshehasoffended

anyoneinAurousHillthesedays.Ibelievethatevenifthereisamaster,hewillnotattackadescendant

fornoreasonunlessthereisanymisunderstanding!”

FerdieJoulesnoddedandsaidquickly,“I’llaskMichaelanow!”

…

Atthesametime.



InthefarmyardbytheroadsideofAurousHill104,MichaelaJoulesstilldidn’twaitforthenewsofLouis

Rogers.

Shestillcouldn’tgetthroughLouisRogers,andShanElliottwastakinghackerstryingtocrackthe

surroundingsurveillancevideos,sotherewasnovaluableclues.

SeeingthatMichaelaJoulesseemedalittlehesitant,Charlietentativelyaskedher,“MissLavigne,doyou

wantmetoaccompanyyoutocallthepolice?”

MichaelaJoulesshookherheadandsaid,“Mr.Rogershasonlybeenmissingforlessthanhalfanhour,

andheisanadultwithfullmobility.Iguessthepolicewillnotdevotealotofenergytoanadultwhohas

onlybeenmissingforhalfanhour.”

Charlienoddedslightlyandsighed,“Itmakessense.Ifyoutellthepolicethatanoldmanhas

disappearedforhalfanhour,I’mafraidhewillberegardedasabrain-damagedpersonwhomakesfun

ofthepoliceofficer…”

MichaelaJoulessighedandwasabouttotalkwhenhermobilephonesuddenlyreceivedatextmessage

fromhergrandfather.

Assoonassheclickedonthetextmessage,sheheardCharliesaymostofthetextmessage,“Miss

Lavigne,haveyouoffendedsomeone?”

Thetextmessagesentbygrandpasaid,“Michaela,haveyouoffendedsomeoneinAurousHill?”
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MichaelaJouleswascompletelyconfusedatthistime.

ShethoughtshehadneveroffendedanyonefromAurousHilltothepresent,andshehadneverexposed

heridentitytotheoutsideworld.

What’smore,ifLouisRogersisreallykilledorkidnappedbysomeone,andtheopponent’sstrengthis

beyondimagination,itisimpossibleforhertoprovokesuchabigwig.

Atacertainmoment,sheraisedherheadtolookatCharlie,andsuddenlythoughttoherself,“Isit

possiblethatCharlieWadedidallofthis?!”

However,whenshesawCharlie’ssincereface,shecouldn’thelpbutthinktoherself,“Howcoulditbe?

Let’snotsaythatCharlieWadeisindeedaverygoodperson,andheisnotinmymotivationfor

starting…”

“What’smore,heissoyoung,howcanhisstrengthbebetterthanMr.Rogers?”

“Furthermore,heatewithmethewholetime,butheonlywentouttoanswerthephone.Ifhecould

solveMr.Rogersbyansweringthephone,andhehadn’tmadeanymovement,wouldn’thisstrengthbe

againstthesky?”

Aftermuchdeliberation,MichaelaJoulestooktheinitiativetocompletelyeliminateCharlie’ssuspicion.

SoshesaidtoCharlie,“Mr.Wade,Ihavejustarrivedhere,andIhavebeendoingmyduty.Ireallydon’t

knowwhoIhaveoffended…”

Charlienoddedandsaidseriously,“Iguessso,howcanawell-knowingbeautylikeMissLavignepossibly

offendpeople.”



Charliesaidagain,“Bytheway,MissLavigne,coulditbethatthedriver,whooffendedsomeone?

MaybehehasanenemyinAurousHill.Maybehehappenedtobehitbytheenemywhenhecameto

AurousHillthistime!”

MichaelaJoulesshookhisheadandsaid,“Mr.Rogershasservedourfamilyforsomeyears,andasfaras

Iknow,hehasnotreturnedtoChinaforatleast20years.Itisunlikelythattherewillbeenemiesin

AurousHill.”

Charliesmackedhislips,frownedandsaid,“That’sreallyweird…”

Afterall,Charliesaidhurriedly,“MissLavigne,Ithinkthisplaceseemsabitdangerous,orlet’sgoback

first!”

“Itdoesn’tmatterifyoudon’twanttocallthepolicenow.Gobacktothehotelandthinkaboutother

waystofindaclue.Ifthereisstillnoresulttomorrow,Iwillaccompanyyoutothepolice!”

MichaelaJoulesalsofeltthatitwasnotsafetocontinuetostayhere,sohelookedatCharlieandsaid

pleadingly,“Mr.Wade,Idon’thaveacarkeyandcan’tdrivethecar.Canyoupleasetakemebacktothe

hotel?”

Charliereadilyagreedwithoutthinking,“Ofcourseit’sokay!Getinthecar!”

Withthatsaid,CharlieimmediatelyopenedthedooroftheBMW530co-driverandsaidtoMichaela

Joules,“MissLavigne,please!”

MichaelaJoulessaidgratefully,“Thankyou,Mr.Wade!”

Asshesaid,sheleanedoverandgotintothecar.



Charliealsohurriedlyreturnedtothedrivingposition,startedthecar,quicklyleftthefarmyard,and

drovequicklytowardsthecity.

Chapter3782

Atthismoment,thecommercialvehiclecarryingDonAlbertandLouisRogershadalreadystoppedina

wildernessontheoutskirtsofAurousHillCity,wheretherewerenopeopleorsurveillancecameras,so

itwasmostsuitabletodosomethingsecretly.

Thecommercialvehiclepulledoverandparkedfirmly,andanunremarkableblackHondaAccord

immediatelydroveoutofthewoodsnexttoit.

ThiscarisverycommoninAurousHillandhasalargequantityofit.

SeeingtheAccordcoming,DonAlbertimmediatelyopenedthedoorandpersonallydraggedLouis

Rogersoutofthecommercialvehicle,andthenorderedsomeonetoopenthetrunkoftheAccordand

directlystuffedLouisRogersintoit.

Afterthat,DonAlbertgotintothebackseat,loweredthewindow,andsaidtothedriverofthe

commercialvehicle,“YouguyswillgotoSouthaven,findanightclubtoplay,andthenfindahigh-end

bathingcentertotakeabathandrest.”

Thedriversmiledandasked,“DonAlbert,arewegoingtohavemeatorvegetables?”

DonAlbertgrinnedandcursed,“Damn!Idon’tcareaboutwhetheryouwillhavemeatorvegetables.

Youcanhavewhateveryoulike.Ifyouhaveanyspecialhobbies,Idon’tcareifyouhaveafewmento

washtogetherwithyou.”

Ashesaid,hetookouthiswalletfromhispocket.Therewasnotmuchcashinthebulgingwallet,butall

kindsofbankcards.



What’sinterestingisthateverybankcardhasastringofnumbersonstickynotes,someare10,and

thereare20,30,oreven50,100.

DonAlbertdirectlypulledoutabankcardwiththenumber30pushedfromit,threwitintothecabof

thecommercialvehiclethroughthewindow,andsaid,“Therearehalfamillioninthiscard,andthe

codeis5-0-0-0-0-0,youguyswillspendit,andtherestwillbeaveraged.”

DonAlbertcarriesatleastseveralmillionbankcardsallyearround.Thepersonwhoissuedthesecards

isnothimself,butthepasswordofeachcardcorrespondstotheamountofthecard.Thepasswordfor

the300,000cardis3andfivezeros,aswellasforthefivehundredthousandcard,thepasswordis5and

fivezeros.

Thereasonwhyhealwaysbringsuchcardsistomakeitmoreconvenienttogivemoney.Justthrowa

cardinthepastandsolveit.Itismoreconvenientthancashandsaferthantransfer.

Hismengotthecardandsaidexcitedly,“Thankyou,DonAlbert!”

DonAlbertsaid,“Bytheway,don’trushbacktomorrow,reststeadilyuntilyouwakeupnaturally,then

findashoppingmalltogoshopping,anddrivebackatnight.”

Thelittlebrothersaidquickly,“DonAlbert,don’tworry,Iwillfollowyourinstructions!”

DonAlbertnodded,andsaidtothedriveroftheAccord,“Gostraighttothehighwayandreturntothe

dogfarm.”

Thedriversaidquickly,“GoodDonAlbert.”

Afterakickoftheaccelerator,thecarjumpedoutimmediately.



……

Sincethetrafficintheeveningwasmuchsmoother,CharlietookMichaelaJoulestotheShangri-LaHotel

injustovertwentyminutes.

Thecarstoppedinthehotellobby,andtheserviceporterwasabouttostepupandopenthedoor.

SeeingCharliesittinginside,heimmediatelysaidrespectfully,“HelloMasterWade!”

Charlienoddedandsaidtotheserviceporter,“TellMr.CamerontosendpeopletoensureMiss

Lavigne’ssafety.”

Theserviceporterquicklyagreedandsaid,“Don’tworry,IwillgivefeedbacktoMr.Cameronright

away!”

Charliewassatisfied,andsaidtoMichaelaJoulesontheco-pilot,“MissLavigne,doyouwantmetosend

youin?”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“Don’tbotherMr.Wade,I’lljustgoupbymyself…”

Charlienodded,andcomforted,“Youdon’thavetoworrytoomuchaboutwhathappenedjustnow.I

believethatinbroaddaylightandinabrightworld,yourdrivercan’tjustsayhelosesit.Maybehewill

bebacktomorrow.”

MichaelaJoulesfeltthatCharliedidn’tknowtheseriousnessofthematteratall,sohehadsucha

beautifulfantasy.

InMichaelaJoules’opinion,thepossibilityofLouisRogerscomingbackbyhimselfisalmostzero!



However,shesaidtoCharlieverygratefully,“Thankyou,Mr.Wade,thenIwilllendyougoodwords!”

Charlienoddedandsaid,“MissLavigne,don’tbepolitetome.Youarenotfamiliarwiththeland.Ifyou

haveanythingdifficulttodo,youmusttellme.AlthoughIamnotabigsnakeinAurousHill,atanyrate,I

havesomeconnection,anditshouldbeabletohelpyou!”

Charlie’sattitudegaveMichaelaJoulesgreatcomfort,andgreatlyeasedherflusteredheartand

nervousness.

ShelookedatCharlieandsaidsincerely,“Mr.Wade,thankyouforbeinghere!Thankyousomuch!”

Charliewavedhishandandsaidwithhisface,“MissLavigne,everyoneisafriend.Itwouldbetoofar-

fetchedtoalwayssaythankyou!”

Chapter3783

MichaelaJouleswaslimpedbyCharlie’sattitude.

Atthismoment,sheonlyfeltthatCharliewassimplyaspringbreezeintheworld,andhewasalsovery

enthusiasticandsinceretoherself.

SeeingCharlie’ssincereeyes,MichaelaJoulesevenstartedtofeelguiltyfordeceivingCharlieallthe

time.

Atacertainmoment,therewasanurgeinherhearttoconfesseverythingtoCharlie.

ButwhenhethoughtthatherGrandpawasstillwaitingfortheRejuvenationPilltorenewhislife,she

couldonlysuppressthisimpulseabruptly.



Shethoughttoherself,“IfGrandpacangetarejuvenationpillattheauction,thenIwillconfesstoMr.

Wadeandbegforforgiveness…”

Atthismoment,CharliesawMichaelaJoulesstaringathiminadaze,andasked,“MissLavigne,what’s

thematterwithyou?”

MichaelaJoulescamebacktohersenses,andquicklyconcealed,“Oh,nothing…Mr.Wade,thenIwillgo

upfirst…”

“Okay!”Charlienodded,andsaidagain,“Remember,youmustcallmeifyouencounterproblems!”

“Okay!”MichaelaJoulesthankedagain,andgotoutofthecarreluctantly.

AfterwavinggoodbyetoCharlie,andseeingCharliedriveaway,MichaelaJouleshurriedbacktoher

presidentialsuite.

Onthewaytothepresidentialsuite,shehadalreadycalledShanElliottandotherstohaveameetingin

herroom.

Whenshereturnedtotheroom,exceptforLouisRogers,allherentourageweresittinginthesmall

conferenceroomofthepresidentialsuite.

Everyone’sexpressionisfulloflingeringtensionandsolemnity.

AssoonasMichaelaJoulescamein,everyonehurriedlystoodup,lookedatherrespectfullyonebyone,

andrespectfullyshouted,“Hello,MissJoules.”

MichaelaJoulesnodded,andthenaskedstraighttothepoint,“Haveyoucheckthethingsthatneedto

bechecked?Arethereanyclues?”



ShanElliotthurriedlysaid,“Miss,IaskedthehackertoretrievetheroadmonitoringsysteminAurous

Hill,butunfortunately,therewasaproblemwiththemonitoringpowersupplysysteminyourlocation

today.Theirstaffisrecoveringovernight,sotheydidnotgetvaluablesurveillancevideos.”

MichaelaJoulesblurtedout,“Howcoulditbesuchacoincidence?Thesurveillanceinthatareais

broken?”

ShanElliottsaidhelplessly,“Wecan’ttellwhetherthisisacoincidenceorsomeonedeliberatelydidit.”

MichaelaJoulessaidwithablackface:“Itmustbeman-made!Otherwiseitcan’tbesucha

coincidence!”

ShanElliottsaid,“Miss,itisdifficultforustofindanydirectcluesnow,andsincetheopponent’s

strengthishigherthanthatofMr.Rogers,wewilldefinitelycan’tfindhimeasily…”

Afterspeaking,ShanElliottsaidagain,“Miss,whatIammostworriedaboutnowisyourpersonalsafety.

Mr.Rogersismissing.Yoursafetyisnolongerguaranteed.OryoushouldgobacktotheUnitedStates

first.Wewillstayhereandcontinueourinvestigation.”

“No!”MichaelaJoulesblurtedout,“IfIgobacknow,AurousHillwillbecompletelyinvainthistime!Not

onlyisitinvain,butalsoMr.Rogersgotin…”

ShanElliottsaidworriedly,“Miss,Mr.Rogersismissing,theotherparty’srealtargetisprobablyyou!If

thathappens,hewilldefinitelyattackyounext!”

MichaelaJoulesshookherheadandsaidseriously,“Ifheweretodosomethingtome,Iwouldn’tbe

herenow.”



ShanElliotthurriedlyasked,“Miss,accordingtoyou,doestheotherpartyishereforMr.Rogers?”
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MichaelaJoulesmurmured,“ItmaynotnecessarilybedirectedatMr.Rogers,butIfeelthatIwillnotbe

inanydangerinashorttime.Ithinkthatsincetheopponentissostrongandletmego,thenheis

probablyawareofit.Mr.Rogers’sstrengthisnotbad,hethinksheisathreatinAurousHill,sohe

attackedhimfirst…”

ShanElliottsaidinapuzzledway,“Butthisistooweird…Mr.Rogersisverystrong,buthehasnever

playedinAurousHill,andheisabodyguard,notakiller,andhehasnoinitiativetowardsotherpeople.

Whydidtheotherpartyattackhim?”

MichaelaJoulespursedhermouthandsaid,“ThisiswhatIwanttofigureoutnow…”

Whileshewastalking,hercellphonerangsuddenly.

ItwashergrandfatherFerdieJouleswhocalled.

MichaelaJouleshurriedlypickedupthephoneandwalkedtothebedroominside.Afterarrivinginthe

bedroom,shepressedtheanswerbuttonandsaidrespectfully,“Grandpa.”

FerdieJoulesaskedveryanxiously,“Michaela,whereareyounow?”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“Ihavealreadyreturnedtothehotel.”

FerdieJoulesaskedagain,“IstherestillnoinformationfromLouis?”

“No.”MichaelaJoulessaid,“Ialreadyarrangedforthehackerteamtohackintothetrafficsurveillance,



buttherewasnovaluableclue.Itseemsthattheotherpartycameprepared,notonlyisstrong,butalso

hasastrongsenseofanti-reconnaissance.”

FerdieJouleshurriedlysaid,“IjustcommunicatedwithMasterYeager.WhatMasterYeagermeantis

thattheopponent’sstrengthislikelytohavereachedthedarkrealm,letaloneLouis,evenifheisnotan

opponent,soMasterYeagermeantthatyou’dbettercomebackquicklytoavoiddanger!”

MichaelaJoulesrefused,“Grandpa,Iwanttostay!Ihadahardtimegettingclosertotheownerofthe

RejuvenationPillinAurousHill.IfIleftatthistime,wouldn’titbeawasteofallmypreviousefforts?”

FerdieJoulessighed,“Thenyoucan’ttakeyourownsafetyissuesatrisk!”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“Grandpa,iftheotherpartyisreallyamasterofthedarkrealmandhas

alreadybeenwatchingme,itwouldbeimpossibleformetogoback.Butsincetheotherpartyhasnot

doneanythingtome,itprovesthattheotherpartyisstilltreatingme.Thereisnohostility,orthe

hostilityisnottoostrong.Inthiscase,itisbettertogivemesomemoretimeandletmestayinAurous

Hillforafewmoredays,atleastuntiltheauctionends.”

Asshesaid,MichaelaJoulessaidagain,“Grandpa,ifIgonow,thesituationinAurousHillwillbelike

lookingatflowersinthefog,anditwon’tbeclear.Itwon’tbelongbeforetheRejuvenationPillauction

willbeheld.IfyoucomehereinAurousHillyourself,youareindangeratthattime,theJoulesfamily

willfallintoagroupofdragonswithoutaleader.Insteadofthis,itisbettertoletmestayherefirst,and

atleastIcanexploretherealityforyou.”

Infact,MichaelaJoulesstillhasathought.

Thatis,inhersubconsciousness,shestillwantstohavemorecontactwithCharlieandalittlemore

understanding.

Therefore,herheartistenthousandunwillingtoleave.



WhenFerdieJoulesheardthis,hewasembarrassedwithemotion.

Hedidn’texpectMichaelaJoulestoattachsomuchimportancetohisownaffairs,whichreallymoved

him.

Sohethoughtforamomentandsaid,“Michaela,ifyoureallywanttostayinAurousHill,Iwilllet

MasterYeagergoovertoprotectyoursafety.”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“Grandpa,don’tletMasterYeagercomeover!”

“Incasetheopponentisreallyamasterofthedarkrealm,itisverylikelythathewillbeveryhostileto

theothermartialartistswhoappearedinAurousHill.Mr.Rogerssuddenlyappearedasasix-starmartial

artist.Here,intheeyesofthedarkrealmmaster,itislikeafoxenteringthetiger’shuntingrange,andit

willnaturallybespotted.IfMasterYeagercomes,itmustbethesame!”

“Andtheopponentissostrong,thereisnochanceofwinningwhenMasterYeagercomes,Imightas

wellletmyselfstayhereandlookforcluesslowly.Inthisway,Icancontinuetogetclosertotheowner

oftheRejuvenationPill,andIcankilltwobirdswithonestone.”

FerdieJouleshesitatedforamoment,andsighed,“Michaela,Ibegyouforthismatter!Ifthereis

anythingthatyouneedGrandpa’shelp,justsayit!”
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Charlie,whowasinacompletelyoppositemoodtoMichaelaJoules,wasonhiswayhomeatthistime.

AftercontrollingLouisRogers,hefeltmuchmorerelaxed.



SincethatMichaelaJoulesstillwantstohideheridentity,Charliecancontinuetoplaywithher.

However,inordertoclarifyMichaelaJoules’background,hecalledWesleyagain.Duringthecall,he

askedWesley,“Wesley,doyouhaveanydetailsaboutMichaelaJoules?”

Wesleyhurriedlysaid,“Mr.Wade,theinformationcurrentlyinmypossessionshowsthatMichaela

JoulesisayoungladyfromtheNorthAmericanJoulesfamily,andthisJoulesfamilyisafairlypowerful

ChinesefamilyinNorthAmerica.ButitisbetterthantheBarrettfamilyonHongKongIslandandthe

ChineseBanksfamily.”

Aftertalking,Wesleysaidagain,“ThefounderoftheJoulesfamily,andthecurrentPatriarchofthe

familyisFerdieJoules.Heisafoundinggenerationwhohasstudiedabroadafewyearsago,butitis

nowmorethan90.Itissaidthathisphysicalconditionisnotgood.Iguessit’salmosttheendofthe

day.”

WhenCharlieheardthis,hesuddenlyrealized,“NowonderthisMichaelaJouleshasbeentryingtoget

closetohimandhisfamily.Thisisthereason…”

HehasseenFerdieJoules’namefromtheauctionregistrationlist.Combinedwiththeinformation

feedbackfromWesley,itisnotdifficulttoguessthatFerdieJoulesmustknowthattimeisrunningout,

sohecan’twaittogetRejuvenationPill,andheshouldbeworriedaboutanaccidentattheauction,so

hesentMichaelaJoulestothecountryinadvancetofindcluestotheRejuvenationPillfromother

channels.Thiswouldalsohavetheeffectofdoubleinsurance.

Afterunderstandingthis,CharlieaskedWesley,“WhatisthestatusofthisMichaelaJoulesintheJoules

family?”

Wesleyexplained,“ThisMichaelaJoulesisFerdieJoules’granddaughter,butsherankstheyoungest

amonghisgrandchildren,andtheoldestofherbrothersandsistersofthesamegenerationisoverfifty.

Sheisonlyinherearlytwenties.ItissaidthatsheismorefavoredintheJoulesfamily,andFerdieJoules’

favoritegranddaughter.”



Charlieaskedhim,“HowdoesMichaelaJoules’fatherrankamongFerdieJoules’sons?”

Wesleysaid,“Herfather,likeher,isalsotheyoungest.”

Charliesmiledslightly,“Nowondersheworkedsohard.Herfather’sgenerationmusthavenoplacein

thefamily.Theoldmanisalsorelativelyold.Maybeonedayhewillletgo.”

“Now,shestriveforsomebenefits,andwhentheoldmanleaves,shewillbeassigneddirectly.”

“Yes.”Wesleysighed,“Thisisalsoaplacethatallbigfamiliesareinevitable.AfterthenewPatriarch

takesoffice,hewilldefinitelycleanhisbrothersandsisters.Whenhegetsold,suchthingswillhappen.It

happenedagaintohischildren.”

Charliesaidyes,andthenasked,“Wesley,isthereanymoredetailedinformationaboutMichaela

Joules?”

Wesleysaid,“Mr.Wade,MichaelaJoulesdoesnothavemuchinformation.Herlifehistoryismainly

composedoftwoparts.Oneisfromthetimeshewassixuntillastyear.Mostofherenergywasbasically

putonIntermsofacademics,sheisconsideredageniusandacademicmaster.Shewasonly22years

oldandhadalreadyobtainedherPhDatStanford.Theotheristhatshehasbeenexposedtobusiness

managementsinceshewasateenager.FerdieJoules’projectswithamarketvalueofmorethan100

millionyuanarehandedovertohertopractice,anditissaidthattheeffectisverygood.”

Charliedidn’texpectMichaelaJoulestograduatefromStanford.

Stanfordishismother’salmamater,sowhenhecountit,MichaelaJoulesandhermotherareunderthe

sameschool.



However,thisdidnotmakeCharliefeelalittlemorefondofMichaelaJoules.Althoughhehadalittle

appreciationforMichaelaJoules’cleverness,hedidn’tlikeit.

…..
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Atthesametime,MichaelaJoulesinthehotelputabathtubofhotwaterforherself.Afterwashingher

lead,shesoakedherbodyinthehotwater,forcingherselftorelaxbothbodyandmind,andthen

renewedherselfinherheart.Allthethingsthathappenedtonighthavebeenrehearsed.

Whathappenedtonight,inadditiontoshockingandterrifyingher,alsofaintlymadeherfeelalittle

weird.

ShealwayswonderedwhoitwasthatcouldpreciselytargetLouisRogers.

Moreover,theopponent’smoveissocleanandprecise,leavingnoclues.

ShealsohaddoubtsaboutCharlieinherheart.

ButherthinkingwouldalwaysbecircumventedbywhatLouisRogershadsaidbefore.

ShealwaysfeltthatalthoughCharliewasmysterious,heshouldn’tbesopowerful.

ShealsorememberedwhatherGrandpahadsaidonthephone,andMasterYeagerspeculatedthatthe

opponentthatLouisRogersencounteredshouldbeadarkrealmmaster.

Themastersofthedarkrealmareunheardof,andthemastersofthedarkrealmwhoareonebiglevel

higherthantheentireMingrealmareevenrarerintheworld.



ThismadeMichaelaJouleslookatAurousHillwithadmiration.Shesubconsciouslyfiddledwiththe

waterinthebathtubwhilemutteringtoherself,“Ireallydidn’texpectthatacitythatcanonlyrank

tenthinChinawouldhideadarkrealmmaster.”

“Inadditiontothedarkrealmmasterinthiscity,thereisalsoaMasterWadewhocancomeupwitha

rejuvenationpill.AurousHillisreallyCrouchingTigerHiddenDragon…’’

Thinkingofthis,MichaelaJoules’mindsuddenlyflashedanidea.

Shefrownedandmutteredsoftly,“Charliehasarejuvenationpill.Throughthevariousrouteshehas

obtained,hecanbasicallysitdown.Thispillwillnotonlybringpeoplebacktolife,butalsomakepeople

younger.Ifitreallyhassuchaneffectofextendinglifetotenyears,itwillprovethatthiskindofpill

itselfhasverypowerfulenergy…”

“Mr.Rogerssaidthatthereasonwhymartialartistshaveaphysicalqualityfarbeyondordinarypeople

isbecausetheyhavemasteredtheenergythatordinarypeoplecan’tmaster,thetrueenergy!”

“AndtheenergycontainedinCharlie’sRejuvenationPill,inanycase,can’tbeinferiortothetruespiritof

martialartspractitioners,right?Afterall,therearemanymartialartspractitionersintheworld,butonly

CharliehastheRejuvenationPill!”

“AlthoughtheenergyofRejuvenationpillandthetrueenergyofmartialartspractitionersmaynotbe

thesamething,itisdifficulttoputthemtogethertocomparewhoisbetterandwhoisworse,butin

termsofrarity,theenergyofRejuvenationpillisrarerthanthetrueenergyofmartialartspractitioners.

Muchmoreprecious!”

“Employingasix-starwarriorcancosttensofmillionstoatmost100millionU.S.dollarsayear,butif

youwanttobuyarejuvenationpill,itcostsatleasttensofbillionsofdollars.Itcanalsobeseenfrom

thisthattheenergyvalueoftheRejuvenationpillishigher.”



“Inthatcase…ThenCharlieholdshigher-valueenergy,whydoesn’thehaveanystrengthhimself?Isn’t

this…alittlestrange?”

MichaelaJoulesrememberedthatLouisRogerstoldherthatamartialartist,aninchhighisaninch

strong,andapersonwithahighcultivationlevelcanseeataglancetherankofapersonwithalower

cultivationlevel,sohecanseethatCharliedoesn’thaveanycultivationlevel,anditcanevenbesaid

thatheisnotamartialartistatall.

Atfirst,MichaelaJoulesdidn’tdoubtthisstatementeither.Afterall,thereisaspecializationintheart

industry.SinceCharlieisaFengshuimaster,itisdifficulttomakeanyachievementsinthemartialarts.

However,whenshelookbackandanalyzethismatternow,shefeelthatthereisafaintbuginthelogic,

thatis,alogicloophole.Thisloopholeis,sinceCharliemasterstherejuvenatingpill,whichcontains

powerfulenergy,howcouldhenothaveanycultivationbaseonhisbody?

It’slikeit’sstrangethatapersonhasJinshanYinshanathome,butthereisnopennyinhisbankaccount!
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Followingthislineofthought,MichaelaJoulesbecamemoreandmorefrightened.

Shesatupfromthebathtuballofasudden,andexclaimedinaflusteredlowvoice,“Mr.Rogersisasix-

starwarrior.Ifhecan’tseeanycultivationlevelinCharlie,thenthereareonlytwopossibilities,thereis

nocultivationbase,oritmustbeabovethesix-starwarrior!”

“Moreover,ifitisabovethesix-starwarrior,thenitmaynotbetheseven-starwarrior,butthetopisnot

capped!”

“IfMr.Rogersisreallykilledorcontrolledbyhim,thenhiscultivationbase,asMasterYeagersaid,has

reachedthedarkrealm!”



“Also!Hechosetheplacetoeattoday,deliberatelychosentobeinsucharemoteplace,isitreallyjust

formetotastethelocalspecialties?”

“Unfortunately,thesurveillancevideoaroundthelocationhechosehadaproblem,andnovaluable

clueswerefound!”

“Moreover,Charliedidn’talwaysstaywithmeduringthewholemeal.Hewentouttoanswerthephone

duringthistime!Ifheisadarkrealmmaster,thenthetimetoanswerthephoneisenoughforhimto

actonMr.Rogers!”

Thinkingofthis,MichaelaJoulesfeltthatherheartbeatsuddenlyacceleratedmorethantwice,andthe

intensityofherheartbeatwassostrongthatitevenshookherchestpainfully!

Sheknewverywellinherheartthatifherguesswascorrect,itwouldprovethateverythingCharlie

showedinfrontofherwasactingonthespot,andevendeliberatelyconfusingherself.

MichaelaJoulessuddenlypanicked.

Charliemightonlyactinfrontofher,thatis,hesawthroughherandknewhertruemotives,sohe

wantedtoplaywithhergame.

MichaelaJoulesalsoknewthatifshewasreallyseenthroughbyCharlie,itwouldprovethathermission

toAurousHillthistimehadcompletelyfailed.

Moreover,itwasnotjustthatherplantogetRejuvenationPillfailed,andevenifCharlieknewhertrue

identity,hemightstillbeimplicatedinherGrandpa’splantoparticipateintheauctionnormally.

Ifthat’sthecase,wouldn’tshehavebecomeasinnerintheeyesofhergrandpa?



Thinkingofthis,MichaelaJouleswasasanxiousasanantonahotpot.

WhatshefearedmostnowwasthatCharlienotonlynoticedhertruemotives,butalsodiscoveredher

identityasMichaelaJoules.

Ifthatwerethecase,hewouldbecompletelypowerlesstorecover.

IfCharlieonlynoticedherownmotives,butdidnotdiscoverhertrueidentity,thenthereisstilla

glimmeroflifeinthismatter.

Afterall,sheandhergrandpaoriginallyplannedtoadoptthedoubleinsurancemethod,eveniftheir

roadisblocked,atleastitwillnotaffecthergrandpa’snormalparticipationintheauction.

AslongasCharliedoesn’tknowhertrueidentityandshedoesn’tparticipateintheauctionwithher

grandfatheratthattime,shecanisolatetherisk.

Thinkingofthis,sheimmediatelypickeduphermobilephoneandcalledherGrandpaFerdieJoules.As

soonasthecallwasconnected,shehurriedlysaid,“Grandpa,Iamnowatriskofexposure,sofromnow

onuntiltheauctionends,Iwillnevercontactyouagain,andyoudon’tneedtocontactme.Whenyou

cometoparticipateintheauctioninafewdays,Iwillbringanotherpersoninwithyou.Iwillnot

participatethistime.”

FerdieJoulesaskedinhorror,“What’sthematter?Istheresomethingunexpected?”

“No.”MichaelaJoulessaidtruthfully,“IamafraidthatIhavebeenexposedinfrontoftheownerofthe

RejuvenationPill.InowsuspectthatheisthemanbehindMr.Rogers’disappearance.Ifthisisthecase,I

mighthaveoffendedhim.Ifhe’llknowtherelationshipbetweenmeandyou,I’mafraiditwillaffect

yourparticipationintheauction.”

FerdieJoulesblurtedout,“Areyousure?Doesthatpersonhavethestrengthofthedarkrealm?!”



MichaelaJoulessaid,“Idon’thaveanydirectevidence,butaftermyanalysis,heisthemostlikely,soI

thinkit’sbettertobecautious.Inanycase,youshouldnotaffectyourbidforRejuvenationPill.”
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FerdieJoulesthoughtforawhile,andsaid,“Michaela,Ithinkyoushouldcomebackassoonaspossible.

Sinceyoushouldhavetheriskandpossibilityofexposure,thereisnopracticalsignificancetostayingin

AurousHill,butitwillincreasetheriskinvain.“

Afterall,FerdieJoulessaidagain,“Youcomebackfirst.Whentheauctionisover,IwillaskMaster

Yeagertoaccompanyme.ThenwewillgotoAurousHilltoparticipateintheauctioninafairmanner,

andotherpeoplewhoparticipateintheauctionwillprobablyalsobringsomemartialartsmastersas

entourages,nomatterhowgreatheis,hecan’tdoanythingtotheseentourages,right?”

MichaelaJoulessaid,“Ifitisreallyhimwhoisbehindthescenes,hewilldefinitelynotdoanythingto

thepeopleparticipatingintheauction.Thatistantamounttosmashinghisownsign.Whydon’tyoulet

MasterYeageraccompanyyouwhenyouarrive.”

FerdieJoulesasked,“Whataboutyou?Whenwillyoubeback?”

MichaelaJoulesthoughtforamoment,andsaid,“Istillwon’tgobacknow.”

FerdieJouleshurriedlyasked,“Michaela,whatareyoudoing?It’sdangerous!”

MichaelaJoulesexplained,“Grandpa,basedonwhatIknowaboutthispersonthesedays,heisan

extremelylow-keyperson,sohewilldefinitelynotappearatthisauction.Thesky-highpricewillshock

theworld,butthewholeworldwillneverknowwhoheis,andIfinallyfoundhim.IfIwassoscared

awaybyhim,wouldn’tagoodopportunitybewasted!”

FerdieJoulespersuaded,“Michaela,theotherpartyhasprobablyseenyouthroughnow,whatgood



chancedoyouhaveifyoucontinuetostaythere?”

MichaelaJoulessaidseriously,“Grandpa,hedidn’tdoanythingtome,itprovedthathedidn’thateme

somuchinhisheart.Maybehejustwantedtoletmegetoutoftroublethroughthismatter,soIdon’t

thinkIwillbeinanydanger.”

Speakingofthis,MichaelaJoulespausedslightlyandcontinued,“Ithinkheisalittledissatisfiedor

disgustedwithmeatbestnow,aslongasIcanlethimalleviatehisdissatisfactionanddisgust,thenmy

linestillhasachance.”

Immediatelyafterwards,MichaelaJoulessaidinasinceretone,“Grandpa,justleavemealone,letme

runitmyself!”

MichaelaJoulesisnotahero.

Aftercarefullyanalyzingthemanyelements,shecametotheconclusionthatCharlieisunlikelytodo

somethingbadonher.

Shethoughttoherself,“IfCharliereallyachievesthestrengthofthedarkrealmandreallywantsmylife,

thenhedoesn’thavetomakesuchtroublesatall,hecansolvetheproblemonceandforallbydirectly

dealingwithme.”

“Butsincehedidn’tdothis,andhechosetodothetricks,accompanymetoacttogether,andeventook

metothesuburbsfordinnerwithouttoomuchtrouble.EvenafterhesolvedMr.Rogers,hedidn’tturn

hisfacewithme,itprovedthathewasindeeddon’twanttodoanythingtome!”

“Perhaps,hejustwantsmetobemoreinterestingandleavebymyself…”

Thinkingofthis,MichaelaJoules’heartunconsciouslyhadastrongdesiretowin.



ThemoreCharliewantedhertogo,thelessshewantedto!

What’smore,rightnowisthelastchancetoshowherselfinfrontofherGrandpa.Ifshedon’tgraspit

thistime,theninthefuture,herfamilywillneverturnaround!

So,sheencouragedherselfinherheart,“Peoplesaythatwealthisindanger.ThistimeImustseizethe

opportunity!”
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WhenMichaelaJouleswrappedhergracefulfigureinabathrobeandwalkedoutofthebathroom,she

immediatelycalledherassistantShanElliottandsaid,“Shan,cometomyroom.”

ShanElliottimmediatelyrepliedrespectfully,“Miss,waitaminute,I’mcoming.”

Afterawhile,MichaelaJoulesheardthedoorbellfromthedoor.

Soshegotupandopenedthedoor.

AssoonasShanElliottcamein,sherespectfullyasked,“Miss,whatordersdoyouhave?”

MichaelaJoulesnolongerhadthenervousnessandworriesshehadjustreceived.SheaskedShanElliott

tositdownonthesofaandaskedherunhurriedly,“Shan,howareyoudoingwithClairetoday?”



ShanElliotthurriedlysaid,“Thecontracthasalreadybeensigned,andMissWilsoninsistsonnot

chargingthedesignfee.Shewantstoconvertthefivemilliondesignfeeintothedecorationcost,and

saidthatifthisisnotthecase,thenshewillnottaketheorder.Icouldn’tpersuadeher,soIagreed.”

MichaelaJoulescouldn’thelpfrowningandaskedinsurprise,“Whydidsherefusethedesignfee?5

millionisnotasmallamount.AsfarasIknow,sheshouldhavenomoney.”

ShanElliottexplained,“MissWilsonmeansthatshefeelsthatsheisstillfarfromthelevelofasenior

designer,soshethinksthatbychoosinghertodothisproject,sheisverygratefulandhopestopassthis

projectandparticipateintheselectionofthedomesticinteriordesigncompetition.”

Afterapause,ShanElliottsaidagain,“Toputitbluntly,MissWilsonwantedtomakeyourvillaaclassic

caseofherpersonalinteriordecorationdesign,sosherefusedthefivemilliondesignfee.”

MichaelaJoulesnoddedandsmiled,“ItseemsthatthisClaireisstillveryambitious.Shedefinitelywants

tomakesomepopularityinthefieldofinteriordesign.”

“Yes.”ShanElliottalsoagreed,“WhenIcameintocontactwithMissWilson,thebiggestfeelingisthat

thiswomanhasasimplethinkingandisnotverygoodathidingherself,andshereallywantstorunher

businessbetter.”

MichaelaJoulesnoddedslightlyandsaid,“Let’sgotohercompanyearlytomorrowmorningandtellher

thatIwanttoseeherandIhopetohaveaface-to-facechatwithheraboutmydesignneedsforthis

house.”

ShanElliottsaid,“Miss,ifyouwanttoseehertomorrow,Iwilldirectlymakeanappointmentwithher

andaskhertocomeheretoseeyoutomorrowmorning.Wouldn’titbefaster?”

“No.”MichaelaJoulescategoricallyrefused,“Ifyoutellhernow,thenCharliewillknow.Idon’twant

Charlietoknowaboutthis.AtleastIdon’twantCharlietoknowbeforeClairecomes.Soyougodirectly

toClaire’scompanytomorrow,firsttalktoherabouttheconstructioncycle,andthenIwillcallyouand



askhertomeettemporarilyatthattime.Inthiscase,shewillmostlikelynottellCharlie,andyoucan

alsostaybyhersidetoseeifsheisincontactwithCharlie.”

ItwasthenthatShanElliottsuddenlyrealized,“OkayMiss,thenIwillgodirectlytohercompany

tomorrow!”

“Okay!”MichaelaJoulesnoddedandsaid,“Shan,Ihaveonemorething.Ineedyoutoworkhardat

nightandworkovertimetofinishit.”

ShanElliotthurriedlysaid,“Miss,ifyouhaveanythingelsetodo,pleasetellme.”
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MichaelaJoulessaid,“Afteryougobacktoyourroom,immediatelyaskpeopleintheUnitedStatesto

inquireabouttheworld’sbestinteriordesignerswhoarestillalive.Iwantalistofthetop20designers

recognizedbytheworld!Payattentiontothelistoffemaledesigners!”

ShanElliottwastakenabackforamoment,andthenimmediatelyunderstoodMichaelaJoules’motives,

andquicklyasked,“Miss,doyouwanttopreparesomecommontopicsinadvancethataremore

compatiblewithMissWilsontomorrow?”

“Morethanthat.”MichaelaJoulessaidseriously,“AfteryoupulloutthelistoftheTop20,askthepublic

relationsteamintheUnitedStatestoconfirmtheappearancecostofthese20people.Atthattime,no

matterwhatClaireadmiresisthese20people.Youhavetomakesurethatyoucaninviteoneofthemto

AurousHill,andalsomakesurethatafterthispersoncomes,shewillcooperatewithwhatIsay!”

ShanElliottsaidwithouthesitation,“Miss,don’tworry,Iwillworkovertimetonight!”

MichaelaJoulesnoddedandsaid,“Firstpreparethelistandinformationandsendittome.Ineedto

familiarizemyselfwithitinadvance.”



ShanElliottsaidrespectfully,“GoodMiss,Iwillmakeitreadytogiveyouassoonaspossible,doyou

haveanyotherorders?”

MichaelaJouleswavedherhandandsaid,“Nothingelse,goahead!”

……

AlthoughMichaelaJoulesisnotacentralfigureintheJoulesfamily,herpermissionintheJoulesfamily

isnotsmallbecauseoftheprotectionofhergrandfather.

ShehastherighttodeploytheJoulesfamily’svariousinformationchannels.Ifshewantsany

information,theJoulesfamily’sinformationchannelswilldefinitelyserveherfirst.

Therefore,ShanElliottquicklysentMichaelaJoulesalistofthetop20interiordesignersrecognizedin

theworld,aswellasdetailsofeachperson.

MichaelaJouleswatchedthetabletwordforseveralhours.

Itwasnotuntil4:30inthemorningthatshefinallyfinished,setaneighto’clockalarmclock,andfell

asleeppeacefully.

At8o’clockinthemorning,afterMichaelaJoulesgotup,sheimmediatelyconfirmedwithShanElliott.

Claire’scompanyworksat8o’clockinthemorning,soShanElliottisreadytogoout.

MichaelaJoulesalsosimplyatethebreakfastthatwasdeliveredtotheroom,andthenbegantowash

andmake-up,putondelicatemakeup,andchangedintoalady-likebeigethree-quartersleeveshirtwith

thesamecolor.



Thisoutfitisnotexaggerated,butbecauseMichaelaJoules’figureandtemperamentareexcellent,it

givesanobleandcapablevisualeffect.

Atthismoment,Clairehadjustarrivedathercompanyandsatinhisoffice.

Assoonasshewenttotheoffice,sheimmediatelyturnedonthecomputerandcontinuedtheworkshe

didnotfinishlastnight.

WhatshehastodonowistodrawMichaelaJoules’housestructureandspecificparametersinthe

drawingsoftware.Atthesametime,shemustconfirmwherethedemolitionandmodificationpartsare

inthearchitecturaldesignandwheretheycannotbemoved.

Afterdoingthis,shecanstarttomakethefirstversionofthedesignsketch.

Ofcourse,beforemakingthesketch,shestillhasoneveryimportantthing,andthatistomeetthe

designrequirementswithPartyA.

InClaire’sview,thegreatestprofessionalqualityofadesignerisnottodesignamagnificentor

whimsicalspace,buttorespecttheneedsofPartyA.

It’slikesomethingthatexplodedontheInternetsometimeago.Anunclelivinginaruralareauseda

milliondollarstoaskadesignertodesignandbuildatwo-storysmallwestern-stylebuilding.Asaresult,

thedesignerhadtoputtheoldmaninhousesinthecountrysidehavebeenbuiltintoamorepurerural

style.

Evenifthedesignerwantstouseaprojecttohighlighthisownstrength,itmustbebasedonabsolute

respectfortheneedsofPartyA,otherwise,itwillbetouseotherpeople’shousesandotherpeople’s

moneytoaccomplishtheirownpreferencesandambitions.Inthisindustrywilldefinitelybedespised.



Therefore,Clairefeltthatbeforeshemakeadesigndraft,shehadtomeetwiththatMissLavigneto

understandherdesignneeds.

Atthismoment,ayoungfemaledesignerfromhercompanyknockedonthedoorofherofficeandsaid,

“SisterClaire,MissElliottfromTheCroftVillaProjectPartyAishere,sayingthatshehassomethingto

dowithyou.”

Clairehurriedlysaid,“Hurryupandinviteherin!”
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Soon,undertheleadershipofthefemaledesigner,ShanElliottcametoClaire’soffice.

Clairealsogotupandwalkedoutfrombehindthedesktogreether,andsaidwithasmile,“Ms.Elliott,

whydidyoucomeheresoearly?”

ShanElliottsmiledandsaid,“MissWilson,Icameheretoconfirmourconstructioncyclewithyou.Our

youngladywouldliketoknowhowlongitwilltakeforustocompletetherenovationbeforewecan

movein.”

Clairesaidwithsomeembarrassment,“MissElliott,wearestillinthecommunicationstageforthis

project.Itwilltakeusseveraltimestofindabalancewhencommunicating.Idon’tknowhowmany

versionsofthedesignsketchesareneededtomakeMissLavignesatisfied,soIcan’tgiveyouanexact

dateyet.”

Aftertalking,Clairesaidagain,“However,Ithinkthisisatwo-stepprocess.Thefirststepisthatweneed

todemolishtheoriginaldecorationfirst.Thisspeedwillbefaster.Ialsounderstandthehousesituation

better.Inthefastestcase,alltheinternalsoftandhardinstallationscanberemovedinoneweek.”

“Ifourdesigncanbefinalizedassoonaspossible,thesubsequentconstructiontimewillbebetter

controlled.”



ShanElliottfollowedherwordsandasked,“MissWilson,ifthedesignisfinalized,howlongwillittake

fromthedaythedesignisfinalizedtotheendofconstruction?”

Clairesaidwithsomeembarrassment,“Tobehonest,MissElliott,Ican’tguaranteeyouthis,becausewe

stilldon’tknowhowdifficultthefinaldesignistoconstruct.Iftheconstructionisverydifficult,thenthe

constructionperiodisdefinitelywillbelonger.”

“Furthermore,IamnotsurewhatMissLavigne’sspecificrequirementsfortheconstructionmaterialsof

thisvillaare.Ihavedoneinteriordesignforsomeclientsbefore.Someclientswillspecifytheuseof

certainmaterialsfromacertaincountry.Forexample,someonelikesnaturalmarbleimportedfromItaly,

itmustbebookedatleasthalfayearinadvancesothatthedecorationwillnotbedelayed.Thesame

appliesifimportedfurnitureisusedforthesoftdecoration.”

“Therefore,therearetoomanyfactorsthatcaninfluencetheconstructiontime.Itisreallyimpossibleto

giveyouamoreaccuratetimeimmediately.Forsuchalargevilla,somepeoplecaninstallitwithina

year,andsomepeopleneedfiveyearstoinstallit.Theupanddownspanisalsoverylarge.”

WhenShanElliottheardthis,shesmiledandsaid,“Itseemsthatthisdecorationisindeedavery

troublesomething,andIthinkyoureallyhavetohurryuptomeetouryounglady,becauseIamnot

sureaboutouryounglady’sspecifics.Youmusthaveagoodconversationwithherfacetoface.”

“Yes!”Clairenoddedandsaidinagreement,“Iwasthinkingaboutthisjustnow.Itwouldbebetterfor

metomeetwithyourladyassoonaspossibleandunderstandherneedsfacetoface.Iamalsoreadyto

makeaversionofthedesignsketch.”

ShanElliottbreathedasighofrelief.

Shewasstillthinkingabouthowsheshouldbecalmandnatural,andtalktoClaireaboutthetopicof

lettinghermeetwiththeyounglady.



Unexpectedly,Clairetooktheinitiativetoputforwardthisdemandassoonasshesaidafewwords.

Inthisway,shecanborrowthedonkeyfromtheslope.

Soshehurriedlysaid,“Inthiscase,MissWilson,pleasewaitamoment,Iwillcallouryoungladynow

andtakealookatherschedule.”

Clairehurriedlysaid,“Noproblem!”

ShanElliottimmediatelytookouthermobilephoneandcalledMichaelaJoules.

MichaelaJouleswaswaitingforhercallintheroom.Assoonasthecallcame,shequicklyconnected,

pretendingtoaskindifferently,“Shan,what’sthematter?”
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ShanElliotthurriedlysaid,“Miss,I’minMissWilson’scompany.Shesaidthatshewouldliketomeetyou

assoonaspossibleandtalkaboutyourdesignneeds,sothatshecangiveyouadesignsketch.What

timeismoreconvenientforyou?”

MichaelaJoulessaidcasually,“Ijustdidn’thaveanyarrangementsthismorning,oryoucanbringMiss

Wilsonovernow.”

ShanElliottsaidcasually,“Well,waitamoment,IwillaskMissWilson.”

Afterall,ShanElliottlookedupatClaireandasked,“MissWilson,ourladysaidthatshehastimenow,

andshe’sstayingintheShangri-LaHotel,whichisnotfaraway.Ifyouhavenothingtodo,wecango

therenow.”



Clairesaidwithouthesitation,“I’mfine,let’sgostraighttoher.”

“OK!”ShanElliottsaidwithasmile,“Ijustdrovehere,orMissWilsoncomewithmeinmycar?”

“Okay!”Clairereadilyagreed,andthenimmediatelypickedupanotepadfromthetable,puthertablet

inherbag,andleftthecompanywithShanElliott.

BecauseClairehadalreadysolicitedCharlie’sopinionbeforetakingthisorder,shedidn’thavetoreport

everythingtoCharlieaftershetookthisorder.

EspeciallyseeingPartyA,thingslikethisarecommonplaceinthedecorationfield.Sometimesitmakes

sensetodealwithPartyAatnight,soClairedidn’tthinktoomuch.

ShanElliottdroveClairetoShangri-LaHotel,lookingforvarioustopicstochatwithClairealongtheway.

Atthesametime,shewasconstantlywatchinghertoseeifsheusedhermobilephonetocommunicate

withothersorsendtextmessages.

However,Clairehimselfwasnotapersonwhohadtoholdhermobilephoneeveryday.Inaddition,

ShanElliottwaschattingalongtheway,sothemobilephonewaskeptinherbagandnevertakenout

frombeginningtoend.

ItmadeShanElliottfeelrelievedalot.

WhenthecararrivedatShangri-LaHotel,ShanElliotttookClairetothepresidentialsuitewhere

MichaelaJouleswas.

ThisisthefirsttimeClairehasseenMichaelaJoules.

Itwasonlywhentheyfirstmet,ClairewasshockedbythenaturallypowerfulauraofMichaelaJoules.



MichaelaJoules’appearanceisnaturallyimpeccable,butwhatmakesClaireevenmoreamazedisthat

shehasasenseofdignityeverywhere.

Thiskindoffeelingseemstobenonsense,butwhenshereallymeetsthiskindofperson,shewill

unconsciouslydevelopanideainherheart,thatis,thisperson’soriginmustbeveryprominent.

Inthesameway,MichaelaJoulesfeltthatClairewasverydifferentfromherfriendsshehadusually

contacted.

MichaelaJoules’usualsocialcirclesaremostlytopladies.

Everyoneissimilarinfamilybackgroundandeducation,sogettingalongwitheachotherwillhavethe

uniqueatmosphereandfeelingsofhighcircles,throwingthemintothecrowdoftensofthousandsof

people.Theycanstillaccuratelyjudgethetasteofthesamekind.

ButfromClaire’sbody,shecouldn’tseethekindofaurathatthetopeliteshouldhave.

Moreover,MichaelaJoulesdiscoveredthatClairewasactuallynervousinfrontofher.

Atthismoment,Clairewasindeedalittlenervous.

FromthemomentsheknewthatMichaelaJouleshadprepared50millionyuanforthedecorationofthe

villa,shealwaysfeltthatwithherownabilityandpopularity,sheshouldn’tbeabletorespondtosucha

largedecorationproject.

Althoughshefinallyacceptedtheproject,deepinherheart,thereisstillafeelingthatsheisalways

climbinghigh.



SeeingMichaelaJoulesrightnow,itwillalwayshaveanaturaluncontrollabletensioninherheart.

MichaelaJoulessawherinvoluntarymicro-expressioninhereyes,butverygenerouslyproactively

stretchedoutherhandandsaidwithasmile,“Hello,MissWilson,I’vebeenadmiringyouforalong

time!”
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MichaelaJoulessuddenlytooktheinitiativetosayhello,whichimmediatelymadeClairealittleflattered.

Shehurriedlysaidhumbly,“MissLavigne,youaresopolite,I’mjustanordinaryperson,sothereisno

reputationatall…”

MichaelaJoulessmiledandsaid,“IalwayslistentoShantalkingaboutyou,shethinkshighlyofyou.”

Withthat,shequicklygreetedClairetothereceptionarea,andsaidwithasmile,“MissWilson,let’ssit

downandtalk.”

“Okay.”Clairenodded,andfollowedMichaelaJoulestothereceptionarea.

Assoonasshewasseated,MichaelaJoulescasuallytoldShanElliott,“Shan,gogettwocupsofcoffee.”

Afterthat,sheaskedClaire,“MissWilson,whatkindofcoffeewouldyouliketodrink?Ionlyhavea

capsulecoffeemachinehere,sopleasedon’tbeoffended.”



Clairehurriedlywavedherhandandsaid,“MissLavigne,youdon’thavetobesotroublesome,Idon’t

drinkanything…”

MichaelaJoulesnoddedslightly,thensmiledandsaidtoShanElliott,“Shan,goandpreparetwocupsof

latte,andpourMissWilsonacupofwarmwaterbytheway.”

Clairestillwantedtopolitelydecline,butMichaelaJoulesdidn’twaitforhertospeak,andwentstraight

tothetopic,“MissWilson,Shansaidthatyouwanttotalktomeaboutthedesignneeds,andIhappen

towanttotaketimetomeetyou.Ontheonehand,let’sjuststart!”

Clairenoddedandsaid,“OkayMissLavigne,waitamoment.”

Afterthat,shetookouthernotepadandgelpenandaskedMichaelaJoules,“MissLavigne,doyouhave

anypersonalpreferencefortheoveralldesignstyleofthisvilla?”

MichaelaJoulesthoughtforamomentandsmiled,“Iactuallydon’thaveanyideas.Iwouldliketohear

MissWilson’sopinionsandsuggestionsonthispoint.”

Clairenoddedandsaid,“MissLavigne,Ihavethoughtaboutitoverthepasttwodays.Yourvillahasa

relativelylargeareaofuse,andyourpersonalbudgetisverysufficient,soIpersonallyrecommendusing

themostpopularonesinEuropeandtheUnitedStatesinrecentyears.Extravagantstyle,plusyouare

younger,youcanalsouseboldercolorsystemsasawhole,useFrenchandItalianpre-modernism,and

post-modernismstyletoacertaindegreeofcollisionandfusion,thestyleismorebiasedtowardsKelly

Weissspecial.”

“KellyWest?”MichaelaJoulesraisedhereyebrowsandaskedcuriously,“MissWilsonprefersKelly

West’sdesignstyle?”

Clairesaidwithadmiration,“MissLavigne,KellyWestismypersonalfavoritedesigner.Thereisnoone.I

havebeenpayingattentiontoherdesignworkssincetenyearsago.Herdesignplanisingeniousand

amazing!”



MichaelaJoulessmiledandnodded.Beforelastnight,shedidn’tknowwhatKellyWestdid.

However,afterlastnight’smischief,shewasdeeplyimpressedbythenameKellyWest.

BecausethisKellyWestisnowrecognizedbytheworldastheworld’stopfemaledesignerandisknown

asthequeenofdesign.Thispersonisbestatdesigninginteriorspacesandhastakenovermanydesign

projectsallovertheworld.Perfect,andhasalwaysbeenthedarlingofthefashioncircle.
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Sheisthetopclassinthefieldofinteriordesigntoday.Aslongastheworksshedesigns,shewill

definitelybecomeaworld-renowneddesigner,andwillalsobecomeasought-afterobjectbythousands

offans.Manyhigh-endluxuryhotelsaroundtheworldhaveadoptedherdesign.Thebusinessissogood

thatitishardtofindahouseallyearround.

Becauseshehaddoneenoughhomeworkinadvance,MichaelaJoulessmiledandsaid,“Ireallydidn’t

expectMissWilsontolikeKellyWestsomuch.IwonderifMissWilsonknowsherpersonally?”

Clairesaidembarrassingly,“MissLavigne,KellyWestisthemostidolizedbyfemaledesignersinthe

world.Iamjustaprimaryschoolstudentinthisfield.HowcanIhaveanychancetointeractwithher…”

MichaelaJoulesblinkedatClaireandsaid,“MissWilson,IhaveagoodpersonalrelationshipwithKelly

West.Ifyouwanttogettoknowher,Icanhelpyouconnect.”

“What?!”Clairewasstunnedwhensheheardthis,andexclaimed,“MissLavigne,you…areyoukidding

me?You…youreallyknowKellyWest??ThatKellyWest,whoisknownasthefirstsisterofinterior

design?”

MichaelaJouleslaughedandsaid,“WhywouldImakethiskindofjokewithyou?Mypersonal

relationshipwithherisreallygood,andIjustsentheraninvitationtwodaysagotogivehertimeto



cometoChinaforalookandplay.”

Clairebecameexcited,andaskedquickly,“MissLavigne,didKellyWest…didsheagree?”

“Sheacceptedmyinvitation.”MichaelaJoulessaidwithasmile,“Sheisalreadycoordinatingthetime,

sayingthatshewillcomeassoonaspossible.Itjustsohappensthatshehasn’tbeentoChinaandisvery

interestedinChina.”

Claireaskedherwithalookofyearning,“MissLavigne…Ihaveamercilessrequest.Idon’tknowifitis

convenientforyou…”

MichaelaJouleslookedatherandsmiled,“MissWilson,doyouwanttomeetKellyWest?”

“Yes!”Clairedidn’texpectthatMichaelaJouleswouldsaywhatshewasthinkingallofasudden,and

askedexcitedlyandnervously,“MissLavigne,isitokay?”

“Ofcourse!”MichaelaJoulesagreedwithouthesitation,andsmiled,“ItjustsohappensthatIamnot

familiarwithAurousHilleither.Whenshearrives,I’mafraidthatIwouldnotbeabletodothejobasa

guide.SoIneedsomeonethatwillhelpuslearnmoreaboutthecustomsofAurousHill,soifMiss

Wilsoniswilling,thethreeofuscanoftenacttogetheratthattime.”

WhenClaireheardthis,herwholebodywasalreadytremblingwithexcitement.

ThisisnotthesameasthementalityofgoingtoStefanieSun’sconcert.ShelikesStefanieSun,butitis

morebasedonmusicworksandlikesherfromtheperspectiveofappreciation.

ButshelikesKellyWest,basedontheextremeworshipofherintheprofessionalfield.

Therefore,toseeKellyWest,sheismoreexcitedandlookingforwardtoitthangoingtoStefanieSun’s



concert.

Sosheblurtedoutalmostwithoutthinking,“MissLavigne…CanIreallybeaguideforyouandKelly

West?!”

MichaelaJoulessaidwithaseriousface,“Beingaguideissecondary,butbeingafriendisthemost

important.”

WhenClaireheardthis,shewassoexcitedthatshecouldn’taddanymore,andherheart’sgratitudeto

MichaelaJouleswasbeyondwords.

However,shesuddenlythoughtofaquestionandcouldn’thelpbutwonder,andaskedMichaelaJoules,

“MissLavigne,sinceyouknowKellyWestandhavesuchagoodpersonalrelationship,whydidyou

choosemetodecorateyourvilla?KellyWest’sskillsarecountlesstimesstrongerthanmine.Infrontof

her,I’mafraidthatevenagangsterisnotcounted…”

MichaelaJoulesshookherheadsolemnlyandsaid,“MissWilson,youmustnotlookdownonyourself.

KellyWestnaturallyhasherstrengths,butitdoesn’tmeanthatyouareinferiortoherinallaspects.”

Whilespeaking,MichaelaJoulessaidagain,“Actually,afterhearingyourgeneraladviceinonedirection

justnow,IwanttotellyouasituationthatIignoredanddidn’tgiveyoutimelyfeedback.Youjust

mentionedKellyWestandthetopicdigressed.”

Clairehurriedlyasked,“What’sthesituation?”

MichaelaJoulessaid,“ThemainreasonIboughtthishousewasnottolivein,buttomakelifemore

convenientwhenmygrandfatherreturnedtoAurousHillforretirement.”

Afterspeaking,shesaidagain,“So,thedecorationofthehousemustnotadopttheveryfashionable

styleofKellyWest,andmygrandfatherwilldefinitelynotbeabletoacceptit.”



“AndyoualsoknowthatoldoverseasChineselikemygrandfather,theoldertheyare,themorethey

misstheirhomelandandthetraditionalChineseculture,andtheyaremoreobsessedwithit.Therefore,

IhopethatthedecorationofthisvillawillbemoreuniquetoChina.Chinesestyle.”

“IfyoucanincorporatesomeofAurousHill’slocalstyleandcharacteristics,itwouldbebetter.”

“Andthisneedofminecan’tbemetbyKellyanyway.”
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AfterhearingMichaelaJoules’words,Clairefinallyrealizedit.

ShehadneverseenMichaelaJoulesbefore.Regardingthedecorationofthehouse,sheonlymetwith

herassistantShanElliott,soshedidn’tknowwhatMichaelaJoules’intentionwasforbuyingthisvilla.

ButnowhearingMichaelaJoulessaythis,sheimmediatelyunderstoodinherheart.

Soshehurriedlysaid,“MissLavigne,youareright.OlderpeopleactuallypreferChinesestylemore.

Westernmoderniststylepaysattentiontothemixandmatchofvariousmaterials,butourChinesestyle

paysmostattentiontowoodwork,likemyfather.HeisparticularlyobsessedwithChinese-styleold

furniture.Hewipesoursofaathomesevenoreighttimesaday.Helikesitverymuch.”

“Yes!”MichaelaJoulesalsoseemedtohavefoundabosomfriend,andblurtedout,“Thesameistrue

formygrandpa!Ilikeredsandalwood,mahogany,agarwood,andalsoparticularlyliketraditional

Chineseliterarygames.ItseemsthatthereissomethinginthebonesofChinesepeoplethatyoucan’t

forgetwhereveryougo.”

“Yes.”Clairenoddedveryseriously,andthensighed,“BeforeIthoughtyourvillawasmainlyforself-

occupation,sotheapproximateplaninmymindwasbasicallyamodernandyoungerstyle.ButnowI

basicallyunderstandyourneeds.IfyourvillaisalldecoratedinChinesestyle,itshouldbevery



atmospheric!Moreover,theChinese-styledecorationissimpleandelegantatthesametimelow-key

andcalm,andtheelderlywillalsolikeit.”

MichaelaJoulesagreedandsaid,“Yes,simplicity,atmosphere,low-keyandcalmaremyrequirements

forvilladesign.MissWilson’ssummaryisreallytooaccurate.”

Afterthat,shesmiledslightly,“Look,youcanonlyunderstandthiskindofdemandbylookingforlocal

Chinesedesigners,andputthesedemandsonthegroundbecauseforeigndesignerscan’tunderstandit.

EventhetopdesignerslikeKellyWestwillcertainlybeunaccustomed.Ifshemakesanotheralternative

stylethatisneitherChinesenorforeign,thenmyGrandpawillscoldmetodeath!”

Clairenoddedandsaid,“MissLavignerestassured,Iwilldomybesttogiveyouasetofsketchesin

Chinesestyle.Thenyoucanseeifthegeneraldirectionandstylecansatisfyyou.Ifso,Iwillcontinue.

Butifnot,Iwillmodifyitassoonaspossible.”

“Okay!”MichaelaJoulesnoddedwithouthesitation,andsmiled,“ShanhasshownmesomeofMiss

Wilson’sdesignworks,Ipersonallyappreciateitverymuch,soIalsobelievethatMissWilson’sskillswill

definitelynotdisappointme!”

Clairesaidembarrassingly,“Mostofmydesignworksaresmallprojects,andyoureallycan’tgetonthe

stage…”

MichaelaJoulessaidseriously,“Asthesayinggoes,smallprojectsareimportant,soIbelieveyou.”

Afterthat,MichaelaJoulesraisedhereyebrowsagain,andsaiddeeply,“Bytheway,MissWilson,ifyou

reallylikeKellyWest,whenshecomes,youmustseizetheopportunityandaskhersomeofthedesign

stylessheisgoodat,itwilldefinitelyhelpyoualot.”

“Yes!”WhenMichaelaJoulesmentionedKellyWest,Claire’smoodsuddenlyroseagain.



So,shecouldn’twaittoaskMichaelaJoules,“MissLavigne,Iwouldliketotakethelibertytoask,when

doyouplantoinviteKellyWesttoAurousHill?”

MichaelaJoulessmiledandsaid,“Ofcourse,thesoonerthebetter.”
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Afterall,shelookedatShanElliottonthesideandsaid,“Shan,IhavetoentertainMissWilson.Youcan

callKellyWestformefirstandlethercomeassoonaspossibleifshehastime.”

ShanElliotthasalreadyadmiredherlady’sfreeplayofherownbeauty.

Nooneknowsthetruthbetterthanher.Infact,beforelastnight,MichaelaJoulesdidn’tevenknow

aboutKellyWest.

However,becauseMichaelaJoulesandClaireweretalkingaboutKellyWest,justbecausetheyhad

previewedtheirhomeworkinadvancelastnight,itwascompletelyattheirfingertips.

Fortunately,sheaskedtheJoulesfamily’spublicrelationsdepartmenttocontactKellyWestinadvance

yesterday,andKellyWesthasdoneinteriordesignformanyrichpeopleintheworld.Sheiscalledthe

toprichestdesigner,sosheherselfliketomakefriendswithpowerfulpeopleverymuch.

Moreover,theleveloftheJoulesfamilyiscompletelydifferentfromthoserichpeoplewhosenamescan

befoundontheForbesrankings.Atopfamilylikethiscannotbeknowntoordinarypeopleoutside.

OnlythosewhocanreachacertainrankcanknowthebehemothoftheJoulesfamily.

WhenKellyWestlearnedthatMichaelaJouleswantedtomakefriendswithherself,shenaturallyagreed

withouthesitationandpromisedlastnight.AslongasMichaelaJoulesneedsher,shewillputeverything

inherhandswhenshesayssomething.Workandflyovertoseeherimmediately.



Thisistheuseofmoney.

Justlikethecelebritiesthatordinarypeopledreamofwantingtomeet,itisverylikelythataninternet

celebritywillpaymillionsofappearancefees,andthecelebritywillflyovertocelebratethebirthdayof

thecelebrantandsing.

Thisisalsotheuseofmoney.

SoShanElliottimmediatelyreturnedtoherroomandcalledKellyWest.

Assoonasthephonecall,shesaiddirectly,“HelloMissWest,IamMissJoules’assistant,ShanElliott.”

WhenKellyWestheardthis,shesaidrespectfully,“Hello,MissElliott!WhatdoesMissJouleswants?”

ShanElliottsaid,“OuryoungladywouldliketoinviteyoutoChina,whenisitconvenientforyou?”

KellyWestsaidwithouthesitation,“Icandoitanytime,andit’sokayformetogonow!”

ShanElliottsaidcasually,“Wellthen,youwillleaveintwelvehoursandarriveinAurousHillatthistime

tomorrow.Whatdoyouthink?”

“Noproblem!”KellyWestsaidwithouthesitation,“PleasetellMissJoules,Iwillmakepreparationsand

arriveinAurousHillin24hours!”

ShanElliottagainasked,“Ouryoungladyneedsyoutocooperateinfrontofotherpeople,wemust

pretendtohaveknownheralongtimeagoandhaveagoodpersonalrelationship.Youmustremember

thistoavoidtrouble.”



“Don’tworry!”KellyWestsaidfirmly,“MissElliottjustneedstotellmewhatIneedtoremember,andif

IwanttopretendtoknowMissJoulesforalongtime,isn’tit?Ineedtomakeupalittlestory.IfMiss

Elliotthasatablebookthatyouhavealreadymadeup,pleasesendmeacopyandIwillfamiliarize

myselfwithitinadvance.”

ShanElliottsaidcasually,“Don’tworryaboutthis,Iwillwriteitassoonaspossibleandsendittoyouby

email.YoucangetfamiliarwithitduringthetwelvehoursyouhaveflowntoChina!”

“Noproblem!”KellyWestsaidimmediately,“IwillsendmyemailaddresstoMissElliottlater,andalso

askMissElliott,andgivemeareplywhenyoureceiveit.”

“Good!”

Soon,KellyWestsentShanElliottanemailaddress,andShanElliottreturnedanOK,andimmediately

returnedtoMichaelaJoules’presidentialsuite.

Assoonassheenteredthelivingroom,shesmiledandsaidtoMichaelaJoules,“Miss,Ihavetalkedwith

KellyWest.SheheardthatyouinvitedhertoChina,andshewasveryhappyandsaidthatshewouldbe

inahurryassoonaspossible.ExpectforhertoarriveinAurousHillatthistimetomorrow.”

Clairewasalreadydumbfoundedwhensheheardthis!

ShedidnotexpectthatKellyWest,asasisterintheentireinteriordesignfield,woulddirectlydecideto

cometoAurousHillafteracallfromAssistantofMichaelaJoules,whichreallymadeheralittlebit

incredulous.

Afterall,KellyWestisClaire’sbiggestidol.Claireneverthoughtthatshewouldhavetheopportunityto

meether.

However,whenMichaelaJoules’assistantmadeacall,herdreamwasabouttocometrue!



TheAmazingSon-In-Law
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WhenClaireleftShangri-LaHotel,hermindwasstillbuzzing.

Shecouldn’tbelievethatthisMissLavignewassocapable.SheinvitedheridoltoAurousHillinasingle

call,andsheinvitedherselftoaccompanyheralltheway.

ForClaire,thisisevenhappierthanwinningthelottery.

Claire’sexcitementpersistedfrommorningtoevening,andevenwhenshereturnedhome,shestillhad

anuncontrollablesmileonherface.

Seeingthatshehadbeenlaughingsincesheenteredthedoor,Charliecouldn’thelpasking,“Mywife,

whathappened?Youhavebeensohappythatyoucan’tcloseyourlaughingmouth…”

Clairehurriedlysteppedforwardandsaidhappily,“Husband,somethinghappenedthatexcitesmevery

muchtoday!”

Charlieaskedcuriously,“What’sthematter,whysoexcited?”

Claireexcitedlysaid,“Myidolinthefieldofinteriordesign,KellyWest,iscomingtoAurousHill

tomorrow!”

CharliehadalsoheardClairetalkaboutthisKellyWestandknewalittlebitabouthersituation,buthe

didn’texpectthatthisidolthatClairewantedtoseewouldsuddenlycometoAurousHill.



SoCharliecouldn’thelpasking,“HowdoyouknowthatsheiscomingtoAurousHilltomorrow?Isthere

anyeventsheisgoingtoattend?”

“No.”Claireshookherheadquickly,andsaidexcitedly,“ShecametoAurousHillthistimetohavefun,

andIwillbeherguidethroughoutthewholeprocess!”

Charliewasevenmoresurprised,andasked,“Whydidyoubecomeherguide?Youprobablydon’tknow

herpersonallyeither.”

Clairesaidexcitedly,“MissLavigneaskedhertocome.”

Withthat,Clairecouldn’thelpbutpraised,“MissLavigne’sconnectionsarereallystrong.Ididn’texpect

thatsheandKellyWestweregoodfriends,soshedecidedtoflyover!”

Speakingofthis,ClairehuggedCharlie’sarmandsaidwhileshakingit,“Oh,Icanfinallyseemyidol

tomorrow.Idon’tknowifIcanlearnsomedesignexperiencefromherthesedays,butI’mstillso

happy!”

Hearingthesewords‘MissLavigne’,Charlieunderstoodwhatwasgoingon.

Hethoughttohimself,“ItseemsthatthisMissJouleshasnotgivenupherheart.Ioriginallythought

thatafterherbodyguarddisappeared,shewouldprobablyleaveAurousHillassoonaspossiblebecause

offear,butunexpectedly,notonlydidshenotleave,butinsteadshealsolookedforanentrypointfrom

mywife.”

Thinkingofthis,CharlieaskedClaire,“Wife,didyougotoseethatMissLavignetoday?”

“Yes!”Clairenoddedandexplained,“MissLavigne’sassistantcametothecompanyinthemorningand



askedmeifIhadtimetomeetherandtalkaboutthedesignrequirements.Ijustwantedtohavean

interviewwithher,soIwenttoseeheratthehotel.”

Charlieaskedcasually,“Didsheaskwhichdesigneryoulike,that’swhyyousaidthenameofKelly

West?”

“No.”Clairesaidhurriedly,“IoriginallywantedtointroduceKellyWest’sdesignstyletoMissLavigne,

andseeifshelikesthesimilarfeeling.Ididn’texpecthertohearmetalkaboutKellyWest,andjusttold

methattheyareveryfamiliarwitheachother,andIdidn’texpectittobesocoincidental…”
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WhenCharlieheardthis,heprobablyguessedMichaelaJoules’gameplay.

Hethoughttohimself,“Thismattercanbeseenataglance,itisnotacoincidenceatall.”

“Therearesomanywell-knowndesignersallovertheworld,whereistheresuchacoincidence,theone

thatmywifelikes,happenstobeagoodfriendofMichaelaJoules?Thisprobabilityismuchlowerthan

buyingalotteryticket.”

“Onlyawifewhoisassillyandsweetasshecanbekeptinthedarkbythiskindofscam…”

“MichaelaJoulesmusthavemadepreparationsinadvance.Nomatterwhichdesigner’snamemywife

says,shewillsaythatitishergoodfriend.”

Thinkingofthis,Charliecouldn’thelpbutadmireMichaelaJoulesabit.

Regardlessofhowyoungthiswomanis,sheisreallygoodatfindingkeypoints.



WithinafewdaysofcomingtoAurousHill,shediscoveredthatCharlieistheowneroftheRejuvenating

Pill,andwithalittleprofit,shebroughthisfather-in-lawin,andthenaccuratelyfoundthepainpoint

thathiswifehadneverhadtheopportunitytouseherfistsinthefieldofdesign.It’sreallyunusual.

Moreover,CharliefeltthatMichaelaJouleshadthecouragetobesure.

KnowingthattheremustbehiddenmastersinAurousHill,butshestilldecidedtostayhere.Itcanbe

seenthatthiswomanisnotveryold,sheisreallycapable,andshehasaveryheavyscheming.

Themorethishappened,themoreCharliefeltthatMichaelaJouleswastroublesome.

However,fortunately,thethreatwasnotbig,andhesawhiswifesohappy,andhedidn’twanthiswife

toloseherwishintheend.

SohetemporarilydismissedtheideaofforcingMichaelaJoulesaway.

Inaddition,CharliealsowantedtoseewhatnewgameMichaelaJouleshasnext.

……

Thenextmorning,Claireimmediatelygotuptowashupassoonasthealarmclockrang.Accordingto

her,MichaelaJouleswouldpersonallydrivetopickheruplater,andthenthetwowillgototheairport

together.

Afterbreakfast,ClairereceivedacallfromMichaelaJoules.Atthistime,MichaelaJouleshadalready

arrivedatthedoorofthevilla.

Clairecouldn’twaittofinishthemeal,soshecouldn’twaittoleave.Elainecouldn’thelpbutsaid,“Claire,

whatareyoudoinginahurrythismorning?Whyareyousuchinahurry?”



Clairecouldn’thideherexcitementandsaid,“Ohmom,myidolhascometoAurousHill.I’mgoingto

pickherupattheairport!”

Elainepouted,“IsthatStefanieSunagain?Didn’tshejustgiveaconcertinAurousHillsometimeago?”

“Mom,it’snother…”Clairehurriedlyexplained,“Shecameheretodayasabeacononmycareerpath,

thefemaleinteriordesignerIadmirethemost!”

Withthatsaid,Clairecouldn’twaittosay,“Mom,Iwon’ttellyouanymore.Afriendisstillwaitingfor

meoutside.”

Charliestoodupatthistimeandsaid,“Mywife,Iwillsendyouout.”

ClaireknewthatCharlieandMichaelaJouleshadseeneachotheralongtimeago,soshedidn’tthink

therewasanyproblem,sosheagreedwithoutthinking.

CharlieandClairewalkedoutofthevillatogether.Atthegate,therewastheCadillacthatMichaela

Jouleshadpreviouslyriddenontheroadside.

Seeingthetwowalkout,thedooroftheCadillacdriver’sseatopened,MichaelaJouleswalkedoutofit,

lookedatCharliewithaslightsmile,andsaidpolitely,“GoodmorningMr.Wade.”

Charlienoddedandsmiled,“MissLavigneisearly.”

Afterspeaking,Charlieaskedher,“WhendidMissLavignegetthiscarback?”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“Igotitbackyesterday,andithappenstohaveasparekey.”



Charlienodded,andsaid,“IheardClairesaidyoutwowillgoingtopickuponeofyourfriends?”

“Yes.”MichaelaJoulessaidwithasmile,“MissWilson’sfavoritedesignerhappenstobeagoodfriendof

mine,soIinvitedhertocometoAurousHillforafewdays,andbytheway,letMissWilsongetintouch

withhermore,maybeitwillbehelpfultoMissWilson’sfuturecareer.”

Charliesmiledslightlyandsaid,“Then,IthankMissLavigneformywifefirst.”

“Mr.Wade,don’tbesopolite.”MichaelaJoulessaidhurriedly,“ThisiswhatIshoulddo.Afterall,you

havedonemeagreatfavor.”

Charliethought,“Ididn’thelpyoumuch,butI’mafraidyouwantmetohelpyou…”

However,Charliedidn’tlookhalfashamedonthesurface,instead,hesaidcalmly,“Ifthisisthecase,

MissLavignehasworkedsohard.”
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Atnineo’clockinthemorning,atAurousHillAirport.

Ablond,blue-eyed,tallmiddle-agedwomansteppedout.

Thiswomanlooksverybeautiful,butthewrinklesatthecornersofhereyescantellthatsheisnolonger

young.

SheisKellyWest,whoisinherfifties.



However,duetothebackgroundofadesigner,heroutfitsareveryfashionable.Ifyoudon’tlook

carefully,youwillthinkthatsheisonlyinherearlythirties.

WhenKellyWestwalkedoutoftheairport,Clairerecognizedherataglance,butMichaelaJoules,who

lookedatherinformationyesterday,wasabitbighead,anddidn’trespondatonce.

However,KellyWestrecognizedMichaelaJoulesforthefirsttime,soshewavedtohervery

enthusiastically,andhappilyshouted,“MissLavigne!HereIam!”

MichaelaJoulescamebacktohersensesandrecognizedher,soshepretendedtobeexcitedandsaid,

“Kelly!Youarefinallyhere!”

Whiletalking,KellyWesthadalreadyarrivedinfrontofthetwoofthem.

Clairewaslikeapupilontheside,tooexcitedtointerject,butMichaelaJoulespulledherinfrontofher

forthefirsttimeandsaidtoKellyWest,“Kelly,thisiswhoItoldyouaboutonthephone.ThisisMiss

Wilson,shereallyadmiresyou!”

Assoonassheheardthewords‘MissWilson’,KellyWestrealizedthatshehadhermissioninmind,so

shequicklysaidtoClaire,“Hello,MissWilson,IheardMissLavignesaythatyouareadesignertoo,Iam

sohappytomeetcolleaguesinChina,andtobesuchayoungandbeautiful!”

Clairedidn’texpectthatKellyWest,whoshehadbeenafraidtotaketheinitiativetosayhello,would

askherselfsoenthusiastically.Shewasalittleflatteredatonce,andsaidquickly,“KellyWest..Hello,I

haveadmiredyouforalongtimeandIamgladtoseeyou!”

KellyWestembracedClaireandsaidwithasmile,“Don’tbesopolite!YouareMissLavigne’sgood

friend,andnowmygoodfriendtoo!”

MichaelaJoulessmiledandsaidtoClaireatthistime,“IsaidthatKellyisveryenthusiastic,sheisnotas



bigasawell-knowndesigner.”

KellyWestnoddedherhead,andsaidtoClaireverykindly,“Wearealldesigners,andwemusthave

morecommonlanguages,soyoumustnotbesocautiousinfrontofme,justtreatmeasyourfriend.I

heardfromMissLavignethatyouwillbeourguidetotakeustovisitAurousHillthesedays,sothatwe

canalsotaketimetotalkaboutthedesignexperience,andperhapsbringmoreinspirationtoeach

other.”

KellyWest’swordsreallymadeClaireveryexcited,soshehurriedlysaid,“KellyWest,pleaserest

assured.IamanativeofAurousHillandIamveryfamiliarwithAurousHill.Iheardthatyouareherefor

thefirsttimeinChina.IwilldefinitelyletyouexperiencetheChinesecultureandcustomsasmuchas

possible!”

KellyWestsmiledslightly,andsaidwithemotion,“Actually,IvisitedChinaoncetwenty-eightyearsago,

butthattimeIwenttoEastcliff.”

WhenMichaelaJoulesheardthis,herheartsuddenlybecamealittleannoyed.KellyWestgaveShan

ElliottthefeedbackthatshehadneverbeentoChina,andshetoldClairethatway,soshesuddenly

changedhermind?

So,beforeClaireaskedthisquestion,MichaelaJoulespretendedtobesurprisedandasked,“Kelly,

haven’tyoubeentellingmethatyouhaven’tbeentoChina?”

KellyWestrealizedthatshecouldn’thelpbutsaidsomethingwrongjustnow,soshequicklyexplained,

“Infact,whenIfirstcametoChina28yearsago,IwasentrustedtocometoChinafordesigningthe

mansionofanewlymarriedcouple.Thebrideisthemostimportantpersoninmylife.Atthattime,she

toldmenottodiscloseanythingrelatedtoher,soIalwaysdeclaredtothepublicthatIhadneverbeen

toChina.”

Chapter3800

Speakingofthis,KellyWestcouldn’thelpbutsighedandsaidsincerely,“Thatnoblepersonislikealife

mentortome.Ifitweren’tforher,Iwouldn’tbeabletohavetheachievementsIamtoday.”



WhenMichaelaJoulesheardthis,shecouldn’thelpaskingwithsomecuriosity,“Kelly,Chinashouldbe

verytraditionaltwenty-eightyearsago.Atthattime,someonefromChinainvitedyoutoChinafor

privatehousedesign?Thispersonistooavant-garde.”

“Yes.”KellyWestsaidwithalookofadmiration,“ThatnoblepersonactuallygrewupintheUnited

States,andlatermarriedaYoungMasterfromabigfamilyinEastcliff.SoshemovedfromNewYorkto

Eastcliff.”

MichaelaJoulesfrownedslightlyandsaid,“YousaidthatshehadlivedintheUnitedStatessinceshe

wasachildandinvitedyoutoChinaforaprivatehousedesign.Youarenotallowedtodiscloseittothe

outsideworld.IsshefamousintheUnitedStates?”

KellyWestlookedatMichaelaJoulesinsurprise,butshedidn’texpectthatMichaelaJoules’insightwas

sosharp,andshefoundthekeypointallatonce.

So,shesmiledslightly,noddedandsaid,“Infact,thirtyyearsago,shewasveryfamousintheupper

classintheUnitedStates.Evennow,manypeopletalkaboutherinawe.”

MichaelaJouleswasevenmorecuriouswhensheheardthis,andaskedher,“Ifthisisthecase,then

maybeIhaveheardhername.Whatishername,isitconvenienttotellme?”

KellyWestthoughtforawhileandchuckledsoftly,“Shepassedawayformanyyears,sothereisnothing

inconvenient.”

Asshesaid,KellyWestputawayasmile,withalookofnostalgia,admiration,andabitofsadness,“Her

nameisLilyEvans.Thirtyyearsago,shewascalled‘TheinvestmentqueenofSiliconValley’.Idon’t

knowifyouhaveheardofher.Ifyouhaven’theardofher,it’snotsurprising.Afterall,shealready

passedawayfornearlytwodecades.Whenyouwereborn,shehadalreadylefttheUnitedStates.”

HearingthethreewordsLilyEvans,MichaelaJouleswasstunned!



Sheexclaimed,“LilyEvans…HowcouldInotknowLilyEvans,sheis…”

Speakingofthis,shepausedforawhile,andhurriedlysaidagain,“Sheistheprideintheheartsof

countlessChinesepeople!”

Infact,MichaelaJoulesinstinctivelywantedtosaythatLilyEvansistheidolofallStanfordalumni,the

spiritualleaderwhoinspiresallStanfordalumnitoworkhard,andtheexistenceofStanfordlikeatotem.

AtStanford,noonedoesnotknowLilyEvans,evenifshehaspassedawaytwentyyears,Stanford

Universityisstillfullofherimprints.

Sheisthehighest-rankedfemalealumnusintheStanfordHallofFame.Shehassupportedalarge

numberofeagle-likeentrepreneurialprojectsinStanfordandSiliconValley,andmanyofthemhave

nowgrownintogiantsintheInternetandtechnologyfields.

AtStanford,thereisaroadnamedafterher,ateachingbuildingnamedafterher,andastudentfund.

Atthesametime,sheisalsorecognizedbyallChinesealumniofStanfordasthelightofChinesein

Stanford.

AlthoughMichaelaJouleshadneverseenLilyEvans,shehadheardofLilyEvans’sdeedssinceshewasa

child.

Therefore,whenshewasveryyoung,sheregardedLilyEvansasthegreatestidolinherlife.

AndshewasadmittedtoStanfordbecauseoftheinfluenceofLilyEvans.



AndwhenshearrivedatStanfordandlearnedmoreofLilyEvans’sdeeds,shewasnotonlyshocked,but

alsocastintotheground.

Deepdowninherheart,sheevenfeltthatifherfutureachievementscouldbeone-thirdofLilyEvans’s

previousyear,thenshewouldbeworthyofthislife.

However,shedidn’texpectthattheinteriordesignerwhoshemetforthefirsttimewouldbeanold

acquaintancewithLilyEvans!

Therefore,shestoodthereinadaze,herheartwasalreadysurging.

Atthistime,Clairestoodasideinadaze.

ThiswasthefirsttimeinherlifethatsheheardLilyEvans’sname.

Shedidn’tknowwhatthesewordsrepresented,letalonetheinextricableconnectionbetweenthese

wordsandher.Shejustfeltthatthenamewasasbeautifulasapoem.
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KellyWestdidnotexpectthatMichaelaJouleswassoyoungbutstillshewasalsoimpressedbyLily

Evans.

Moreover,judgingfromherappearance,sheseemedtoadmireLilyEvansverymuch.



Thismadeherfeelrelieved,andshecouldn’thelpbutsigh,“It’sgreatthatsomanypeoplestill

rememberheraftersomanyyears…”

MichaelaJoulesnodded,andhurriedlyasked,“Kelly,howdidyoumeetLilyEvans?”

KellyWestsaidwithalookofnostalgia,“WhenIfirstenteredthedesigncircle,theprogresswasnot

smooth.AlthoughIamdoinghigh-endprivatehousedesign,high-endusersareverydismissiveofmeas

afledglingdesigner.AndintheAmericansocietyofthatera,womenwerediscriminatedagainstinmany

jobs,andthedesignindustrywasnaturallynoexception…”

Speakingofthis,shesighedandsaidgratefully,“Iwasfrugalandusedfivethousanddollarstoopenmy

firstsolodesignexhibitioninBrooklyn,NewYork,butthatdesignexhibition,almostnoonecares.

Occasionallytherearespectatorswhocomein,usuallyshakingtheirheadsandwalkingoutuntilLily

Evans,whohappenedtopassbyatthattime,walksin…”

“Whataboutthen?”MichaelaJoulesaskedimpatiently,“Thenshegaveyouachance,didn’tshe?”

KellyWestsmiledsincerely,andcontinued,“Ifeelthatshegavemeawholenewworld.Afterthat,she

notonlygavemeatop-notchmansioninManhattan.Thedesignofthewholecaseevenbroughtme

directlyintotheupperclassofManhattanandrecommendedmetoeveryonearoundher.Sincethen,I

havebeeninexplicablyfiredup,whenthefirstsetofdesignofthewholecasewasnotcompletedyet.,I

havebecomeahotprivatehousedesignerinManhattan…”

MichaelaJoulescouldn’thelpsighing,“It’sreallyamazingtobeabletosharethetopresourceswitha

strangersoselflessly.NowondertherearesomanycompaniesinSiliconValleythataregettingstronger

andstrongerunderherinvestment.Thepersonwhocarriesthesedanchairbyotherscanoftenachieve

thegreatestsuccess…”

KellyWestsaidinunparalleledagreement,“Sheisindeedaveryselflessperson,especiallyfor

newcomers.Shehasalwaysbeenveryhelpful.Ifshethinksyouareindeedacapableandgiftedperson,

thenshewillneversitbackandwatchyourabilitiesandtalentsburiedandletdown.”



Claireonthesidewasalreadyfascinatedbyit.

Althoughshedidn’thavemuchsocialexperience,shehadnevermetapersonlikeLilyEvans.

Inheropinion,thiswomanshehadneverseenbefore,orevenheardofforthefirsttime,seemedto

exudeinfinitepersonalitycharm.

ButwhenKellyWestsaidthatLilyEvanshadbeendeadfortwentyyears,shecouldn’thelpbutask,

“Excuseme…whydidshepassawaysoearly?”

“Idon’tknow.”KellyWestshookherhead,andsaid,“Ionlyknowthatherfamilyclaimedtohavediedin

anaccidentatthattime.Thespecificcauseisunknown.”

MichaelaJoulessaidveryseriouslyatthistime,“LilyEvans’death,Ionceheardmygrandfathertalk

aboutit.Itseemsthatthereasonbehinditisextremelycomplicated.Itissocomplicatedthatevenheis

secretive.Iactuallyaskedhimseveraltimesandhegavemeaveryseriouswarning.Idon’twanttolook

forit.Don’tevensaythatEvansfamilycanberankedinthetopthreeamongtheworld’stopfamilies,

butinthefaceofthismatter,Ihaven’tmadeanystruggles.”

KellyWestsmiledhelplessly,andsaid,“Let’sstoptalkingabouttheseheavytopics,isn’tMissWilsonstill

takingusaroundAurousHill?”

“Yes.”MichaelaJoulesalsoquicklychangedthesubjectandsaidtoClaire,“MissWilson,wewillfollow

youforthisperiodoftime!”

Clairequicklysaid,“Ihavealreadyplannedeverything,orshouldweleavenow?”

“Good!”



Chapter3802

ClairetookMichaelaJoulesandKellyWestaroundAurousHillforawholeday,andevenherfeetwere

rubbedoutbutshewasstillfullofenergy.

NotonlybecauseKellyWestisheridol,butalsobecauseofthisjourney,shehasheardalotof

legendaryexperiencesaboutLilyEvans.

Afterlisteningalot,Claireevenfeltthatifshelistenedagain,shewasafraidthatshewouldchangethe

idoloflifefromKellyWesttoLilyEvans,whohasbeendeadfortwentyyears.

Butshedidn’tknowthatthislegendarywomanwasactuallyherhusband’smother.

Whenhegothome,Clairewasalreadytiredandsoreassoonasshesatonthesofa.

Seeinghertakeoffhersocks,Charlieactuallyrubbedafewbubblesonherfeet.Hecouldn’thelpbut

saiddistressedly,“Mywife,whathaveyoudoneallday?Whydidyouwearsomanybubbles?”

Clairesmiledembarrassedly,andsaid,“Iwasstupidtoday.Iforgottowearsneakers.Itookthemtovisit

severalattractionsandwalkedmorethan20,000steps…”

Asshesaid,shesmirked,“It’sokay,itwilldefinitelybebetterifIchangeintosneakerstomorrow!”

Charlieblurtedoutandasked,“Yourfeetarealllikethis,whydon’tyougoshoppingtomorrow?”

Clairenoddedandsaidseriously,“OfcourseIamgoing!Husband,youdon’tknow,youcanreallylearna

lotwithMissLavigneandKellyWest.IfeelthatIandthemarenotinthesameworld.Ihaven’teven

heardofmanythings.”



Charlieaskedhelplessly,“Mywife,it’stheinformationagenow,everythingspreadsveryfast,evenif

youhaven’teatenpork,haven’tyouseenapigrun?”

Clairesaidseriously,“Husband,theytalkedalotaboutAmericanhighsociety.Ihaveneverheardofit.I

usedtothinkthattherichestpersoninAmericaisBillGates.Peoplewhoknowthattheyarereallyrich

don’tshowupatall.BillGates’assetsintheUnitedStatesmaynotevenbeinthetop10.”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Isn’tthisnormal?Don’ttalkaboutthetoprich,evenChristopherandHannah,

darenotlettheoldladyWilsonknowhowmuchmoneyisintheirpockets,butanyonewhohasthe

abilitytohidewealth,musthavedonetheirbesttocoveruptheirwealth.Asforthepeopleonthe

Forbesrankings,themainreasonwhytheyareonthelististhatmostofthemarethebossesoflisted

companiesorevenmultiplelistedcompanies.Listedcompaniesmustdisclosefinancialinformationin

accordancewithregulations.That’swhytheyknowhowmuchtheyholdataglance.”

“Thisis…”Clairestuckouthistongueandsaid,“MaybeIhaveneverpaidattentiontothesebefore,so

myknowledgeisstillstuckinthenewsandnewspapers10yearsago.Afterlisteningtothem,Irealized

thattheworldseemstobefarmorecomplicatedthanIthought!”

Charliesmiledslightlyandsaidinagreement,“Thecomplexityofthisworldmayexceedtheimagination

ofmostpeople,butforordinarypeoplelikeus,knowingtoomuchismeaningless.Whatwereallyneed

todoistomanageourownlifewell,atmosteverythingelsewillbetreatedasanafter-hours

conversation.It’salmostenoughtosolveyourboredombychatting.”

Afterspeaking,Charliesaidagain,“Mywife,sitdownforawhile.I’llgetyouabasinofwarmwaterfor

yourfeet,whichwillhelprelieveyourfatigueandblisters.”

Charlieknewthatsoakingherfeetwasnothingmorethantreatingthesymptomsandnottherootcause,

soheplannedtousealittlespiritualenergytohelphersolveitcompletelyinthenameofsoakingthe

feet.

Clairegrinnedandsaid,“Thankyouhusband!Myfeetarereallyuseless.Icanonlytroublemyhusband

forhelp…”



Charliesmiledandsaid,“Youjustwaitobediently.”

Afterspeaking,CharliecametothebathroomandbroughtClaireabasinofwarmwater,soakedalittle

spiritualenergyintothewater,andputthebasinunderherfeetwhenhecameback,andsaidtoClaire,

“Comeon,wife,putyourfeetinandsoakforawhile.”

Clairenodded,andsaidshyly,“Thankyouhusband!”

Charliesmileddozingly,“Whenhaveyoubeensopolitewithyourhusband?”

Withthat,Charliesaiddistressedly,“Don’tcaretoomuchaboutthatKellyWest,letalonethestories

theysaythathavelittletodowithus.Weareordinarypeople.It’sjustamatterofhavingagoodlifeon

yourown.”

Clairenoddedveryseriouslyandsaid,“Actually,Ihavealwayswarnedmyselfthisway.Justlistentothis

kindofremarks.Don’tgodeepintoit,letalonesubstitutetoomuch…”

Speakingofthis,Clairesaidwithaveryseriousexpression,“However,todayIheardthemtalkabouta

strongwomanwhohadneverheardofitbefore,butwasverypowerful.Afterlisteningtoherdeeds,I

amreallyshocked!InaninstantIfeellikealittlewomanwithnoambitionslikethis,comparedtosucha

shiningperson,itissimplytooinsignificant…”

Charliesmiledandasked,“Whatkindofstrongwomanissopowerfulthatmakesmywifestarttodoubt

herself?”

Clairesaidearnestly,“ThisstrongwomanisnamedLilyEvans.SheisaChineseAmerican.Haveyouever

heardofherstory,husband?”
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WhenCharlieheardhismother’snameandactuallysaiditfromhiswifeClaire’smouth,hiswholebody

seemedtohavebeencastedwithafixationtechnique,standingstillonthespot.

Atthismoment,Charlie’sconsciousnessalsoseemedtohavelostcontactwithhisbody,andthestormy

wavesinhisheartalsolostcontrolofhisemotions.Heurgentlyasked,“Whatdidtheysaytoyou?!”

SeeingCharlie’sexcitement,Claireaskedinsurprise,“Husband,whatareyoudoingsoexcited…Have

youheardofLilyEvans?”

Claire’squestioncausedCharlietobeinhisthroatallofasudden.

Inthepast,ClairealsoaskedCharlieseveraltimesabouthisparents’situation.

Charliecouldn’tbeartolieaboutthedeathofhisparents,sohetoldClairetruthfullythathisparents

diedinanaccidentwhenhewaseightyearsold.

However,althoughCharliecouldn’tbeartolieaboutthismatter,hedidhavereservations.Forexample,

henevertoldClaire,thenamesofhisparentsandtheirlives.

Therefore,ClairealwaysfeltthatCharliemightbebecausehelosthisparentsearlier,sohehas

forgottenmanymemoriesandinformationabouthisparents.

Moreover,ClairewasnotMichaelaJoules,shedidnothaveMichaelaJoules’brain,norMichaelaJoules’

strength,soafterlisteningtoCharlie’sparents’past,sheneverhadanydoubts.

Therefore,Claireneveraskedfurtherdetails.



However,Charlie’sreactiontothewordsLilyEvansreallysurprisedClaire.Sherealizedinherheart,“If

CharliehadneverheardofLilyEvans,hewouldneverhavesuchanagitatedreaction.Thereisalmostno

informationonthenameofapersonontheInternet.Ionlyheardofitforthefirsttimetoday.Howdid

Charlieknowit?”

Charliefinallyrealizedatthistimethatwhathehadjustshownwaswrong.

SoheexplainedtoClaire,“WhenIwenttoEastclifftoshowMs.Sun’sFengshuibefore,IheardMs.

Sun’sparentsmentionedthisperson.ItseemedthattheyknewLilyEvansandhadagoodrelationship.

So,whenIheardyoumentionedher,Iwasalittlesurprised.”

ClaireimmediatelyfeltthatCharlie’sstatementwasreasonable,soshedidn’teventhinkofsuspicionin

hermind,soshenoddedandsaid,“Sothat’sit…”

Charlieaskedagainatthistime,“Mywife,whatdidtheybothtalktoyouaboutthisLilyEvans?Iamalso

curiousaboutheraffairs.Canyoutellmesomethingtoo?”

Clairethoughtforawhileandsaid,“TheytoldalotofstoriesaboutLilyEvans.Myidol,KellyWest,was

evenpushedupbyherbackthen…”

Withthatsaid,ClairerecountedwhatsheheardtodayaboutLilyEvans.

CharlieknewthatbeforehismotherhadknownhisfatherBruceWade,shehadalreadyknownKelly

West.

HeevenknewtodaythatthevillawherehelivedinEastcliffasachildturnedouttobethewedding

roomdesignedbyKellyWestinChinaforhismother.

It’sapitythatthehouseisnolongertherenow,itwasrebuiltbytheWadefamily,andthetracesofthat

yearhavebeencompletelyerased.



Thinkingofthis,Charliecouldn’thelpsighingwithemotion,andevenregrettedit,regrettingthathehad

givenuptheoldhousewherehisparentslivedinAurousHilltoDeanaThorneattheauction.

Atthistime,Clairesaidsadly,“It’sjustthatIdidn’texpectthatsuchanoutstandingstrongwoman

woulddieyoungandlisteningtothemeaningofthetwoofthem,itseemsthatinthecauseofLily

Evans’sdeathisalsostrange…’’

WhenCharlieheardthis,hefeltasifhewasbeinghitbyaheavyhammer.Hecouldn’thelpasking,

“What’swrong?Thetwoofthem,dotheyknowanythingaboutit?”
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Claireshookherheadandsaid,“KellyWestknowsnothing.ShesaidsheonlyknewthatLilyEvansdied

inChina,andherfamilyclaimedtohavediedinanaccident,butMissLavignesaidthathergrandfather

seemedtobeconcernedaboutthis.Hekeptitsecret,andevensaidthatthesecretbehindthisincident,

evenLilyEvans’sfamilydidnotdaretopursueit.”

Charliewasshocked,andaskedquickly,“Didn’tthatMissLavignegiveanymorespecificclues?”

“No.”Claireshookherheadandsaid,“IheardwhatMissLavignesaid.Hergrandpadidn’twantherto

asktoomuch.Ifeltthathergrandpaknewsomethingandwasafraidofimplicatingher,soshewouldn’t

askhertoomuch.”

Charliewasalittleexcitedinhisheart.

Overtheyears,hehasalwayswantedtoknowtherealreasonforthedeathofhisparents,buthehas

notfoundanyactualclues.

Originally,hethoughtthatthedeathofhisparentsmusthavebeencausedbytheBanksfamily.



ButwhenhecameintocontactwiththeBanksfamily,hegraduallyoverturnedthisidea,becausethe

Banksfamilycouldnotbetheopponentofhisparents.

ThenhesuspectedthatthesewereinextricablyrelatedtotheRothschildfamily,buthestillhasn’tfound

anyvaluableclues.

Therefore,whatClairesaidtodaygaveCharlieagreathope.

HefeltthatifhecouldfindawaytogetMichaelaJoules’grandfathertospeak,thenthismattermight

reallyhaveachancetocometolight!

Thinkingofthis,heimmediatelymadeadecisioninhisheart.AfterFerdieJoulescametoAurousHill,he

wouldforcehimtospeaknomatterwhatmethodheused!Evenifhemusttakeawayhisspiritual

knowledgeandgivehimstrongpsychologicalhints,hemustlethimspeakoutalltheinsidestorieshe

knows!

Atthesametime,Charlie’sheartandexpectationsfortheRejuvenationPillauctionhavesurpassed

everythingatthemoment!

AsforMichaelaJoules,ifshewanttoplaythecurvetosavethecountry,letherplay.Charlienow

doesn’tcarewhatshewantstodo,theonlythingthatcaresistolethergrandfatherFerdieJouleshurry!

……

Afewdayslater.

Afterseveraldaysofgettingacquainted,Claire,MichaelaJoulesandKellyWesthavebecomemore

familiarwitheachother,andhaveevenbeguntonurturetruefriendship.



MichaelaJoulesusedtoconcealhertrueidentityandusedClairetospurnher,andeventhoughtthat

aftertheauctionwasoverandhergrandpagottherejuvenatingpill,shewouldconfesstoClaireassoon

aspossible.

Ofcourse,sheknewverywellinherheartthatevenifsherepented,shecouldn’tsellCharlie,otherwise

thatwouldreallyoffendCharlietodeath.

Atthesametime,thedaysofRejuvenatingPillauctionisgraduallygettingcloser.

Shangri-LaHotelhasfinallyreachedthetimewhenalltenantsmustcheckout.

Attwelveo’clocktoday,allguestsmustcheckout.Subsequently,Shangri-LaHotelwillbeofficially

closedformanagementandwillnolongerserveguests.

Duringthistime,Shangri-LaHotelwillmakeeveryefforttopreparetherelevantmattersofthe

RejuvenationPillauction.

Atthistime,IsaacCameronbecamemoreandmorenervous.

Becausethewealthypeoplewhowillcometoparticipateintheauctionthistimeareprobablyworth

morethanafewtrilliondollars.WhentheyarestayingatShangri-LaHotel,theywillalsoparticipatein

theauctionatShangri-LaHotel.Therefore,thesecuritypressureforthepersoninchargeofShangri-La

Hotelisheavy.

Because,ifthisgangofrichmencameandleftinalow-keymanner,Shangri-LaHotelwouldnaturally

completethetaskgivenbyCharlie.

ButifoneoftheserichpeoplehadanincidentinShangri-LaHotel,itwouldaffectthereputationofthe



entireWadefamily.

Fortunately,WesleysentanumberofDragonHallmastersfromoverseas,ledbyCalumpersonally,

responsibleforthesecurityworkoftheentireauction,whichmadeIsaacCameronbreatheasighof

relief.

Afterthesecurityworkwasbasicallyrelieved,IsaacCameronbegantointensivelygrasptheservice

preparations.

Allhotelroomsarethoroughlycleaned.Mattresses,carpets,andbeddingareallreplacedwithnewones.

Anyproblematicfurnitureandappliancesarenotrepairedandreplaceddirectly.

Everythingistomakethisauctionimpeccable.

SincethespecificlocationoftheRejuvenatingPillauctionhasnotbeenrevealedtotheoutsideworld,

whentheserichpeoplearriveinAurousHilloneafteranotheronthedayofthereport,theywillneedto

sendamotorcadefromShangri-LaHoteltopickthemupfromtheairporttothehotelonebyone.

Andbecauseofthelargenumberofpeoplecoming,IsaacCameronaskedCharlieforinstructions,

“Master,IplantodrawfortyRolls-RoycePhantomsfromalloverthecountry.Bythen,wewillformfive

conciergeteamsingroupsofeight.Bythen,Thesefiveconciergeteamswillberesponsibleforthe

transportationofallguestsparticipatingintheauction,allowingthemtotraveltoandfromthehotel

andtheairport.Theyareabsolutelyhigh-endandelegant.Whatdoyouthink?”

Charlienoddedandsaidfaintly,“Thereisdefinitelyateam.Fiveteamsshouldbeabletoturnbackand

forth.”

Speakingofthis,Charlieturnedaroundandsaid,“ButtheRolls-RoycePhantomdoesn’tneedtobe,so

let’schangeittosomethingelse.”



IsaacCameronhurriedlyasked,“Master,whatdoyousuggest?”

Charliesaidcalmly,“Thistime,mostofthepeoplewhowillcomeareforeignfriends.Asthehost,we

mustusethedomesticproductsthatweareproudof,solet’sallusetheredflag!”
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ThegradeoftheHongqiiscertainlynotasgoodasRolls-Royce.

However,inCharlie’seyes,HongqiisChina’smostrepresentativeautomobilebrand.

Therefore,thisisalsothebestchoiceinhismind.

IsaacCameronobeyedCharlie’swords,soheimmediatelyopenedhismouthandsaid,“Goodmaster,I

willcoordinatetheresourcesandmakesurethatallthevehiclesareinplacewithintwodays.”

Charlienoddedandsaid,“Don’tforgettomentiontheprice.DuringtheRejuvenatingPillauction,the

priceoftheroominShangri-LaHotelmustbeatleastahundredfold,anddon’tgiveapennydiscount.”

“Okay.”IsaacCameronsaidwithasmile,“Master,restassured,Ihavearrangedthis.Notonlyhasthe

listpriceofhotelroomsincreasedbymorethanonehundredtimesthistime,butalsoanadditional20%

servicefee,20%securityfee,and20%oftheeventorganizationfeeisaclevernamesetupspecifically

tocheatthem.”

Charlieheardthisandsaidwithasmile,“Bytheway,wewillchargethem1millionyuaneachfor

transportation.Afterall,wealsoneedtospendmoneytobuildafleet.”



IsaacCameronknowsthatmass-producedHongqicarsareactuallynotexpensive,andthebestisonly

fivetosixhundredthousand,andafleetofeightcarscostsonlyfourtofivemillion.

Forafleetoffourorfivemillion,theairportpick-upanddrop-offwillcostonemillionintransportation

fees.Thismaybethemostprofitablebusinessintheworld.

However,hewasalsoveryclearinhisheartthatthetwohundredpeoplewhowillcometoparticipate

intheRejuvenationPillauctionwouldnotcareaboutsuchalittleextracostatall.

Evenifmostofthesepeopleknowthatthereisahighprobabilitythattheywillnotbeabletotake

picturesofRejuvenationPill,theystillhopetobeabletocometothescenetoseeandinsights.Forthis

reason,spendingafewmillionisnotabigdealtothem.

Afterexplainingthis,CharliestoodupandsaidtoIsaacCameron,“Isaac,therestisuptoyou.Onthe

dayoftheauction,youmustconductstrictsecuritychecksoneveryonewhoentersthevenue.Neverlet

anyoneallowedtobringanycameraandrecordingdeviceintothescene.”

IsaacCameronhurriedlysaid,“Master,restassured,Ihavearrangedit.Iwillput4setsofsecurity

inspectiondevicesonsiteandopentwosecurityinspectionchannels.Eachchannelwillundergotwo

securityinspections,whichisdefinitelymorestringentthanairsecurityinspections.Many,amongthose

peoplewhocometotheauction,nomatterwhoitis,don’tevenwanttobringinawatch.”

Charlienodded,therewasaflashoflightinhismind,andhesaid,“It’sbettertoaskthemforbody

informationnow,andgivethemauniformorderofclothesinadvance,andthennumbertheseclothes

from1to200!”

“Theseclothesarealldesignedaccordingtosportswear.TheywearaT-shirtontheupperbodyand

sportspantsunderneath.Theclothesdonotcontainanymetalparts.Onthedayoftheauction,they

mustchangeintotheuniformlyprovidedclothingandpassthemetaldetection.Theprincipleisthatno

oneisallowedtocarryanymetal-containingdevices.Iftherearemedicaldevices,theymustbestrictly

confirmed,andnoonewillbegiventheopportunitytodrillholes.”



IsaacCameronimmediatelyagreedandsaid,“Goodmaster,Iwillmakearrangementssothattheycan

customizetheirclothesassoonaspossible.”

Then,hesaid,“Thisisaneasyone,anditdoesn’tcostmuch.Southavenasourneighboringprovinceis

basicallyoneofthelargestgarmentproductionbasesinthecountry.”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Okay,youwillarrangethismatter,andsincewehavealreadyprovidedthem

withuniformclothing,thennaturallywehavetochargeanadditionalclothingfee,justlikeschool

uniformsarechargedforschooluniforms.”

IsaacCameronhurriedlyasked,“Master,Iestimatethatthecostofclothingwillnotexceedtwo

hundredyuan.Howmuchdoyouthinkthecostofclothingshouldbecharged?”

Charliethoughtforawhile,andsaidcasually,“Ifyouarelikethis,yougofindagraphicdesignerandask

himtodesignalogo.Thelogoisdesignedasagoldenpill,theclothingoftherejuvenationpillintoa

brand,itissaidtobeanewluxuryitem,limitedto200setsworldwide,andeachsetispricedat1.5

million!”

IsaacCameronalmostgushedoutamouthfulofoldblood.

Atotaloftwohundredpeople,twohundredsetsarelimited,andIdon’tknowwhatkindoflimitthisis.

Moreover,thispriceisreallyblackoutofthesky,andtheprofitmarginisashighas99.99%...
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Charliesaidseriouslyatthistime,“Look,Isaac,usuallythisgroupofpeople,wearinganLVandcarrying

aHermès,theyfeelthattheyarenotgoodenough.ApieceofclothingprintedwiththeLVlogocanbe

tensofthousands.Hermèsbagsareevenmoreexpensive.Sinceeveryonelovesfacesomuch,my

rejuvenationpillclothingisthebestluxuryitem.Asetofsportswearis1.5millionyuan.CanHermès



comparetoit?”

IsaacCameronwasimmediatelyashamed.

Heknowsthathisyoungmastersometimeshasadarkheart,buthedidn’texpectittobesodark…

Ifthisspreadsout,otherswillsaythatShangri-LaHotel’sfaceisgone.

However,healsoknowsCharlie’sstyleofbehavior.

Althoughhewasextremelyshocked,hestillsaidveryreadily,“Master,restassured,Iwilldoitwell.”

Charlienoddedwithsatisfaction,andsaid,“Inthefuture,thesefeeswillbecollectedatthe

RejuvenatingPillauctioneveryyear.Themoneyforsellingclotheseveryyearwillbedonatedtoschools

inpoorareasforthechildrentheretomakewinterandsummerclothesforfree.Youcanmakeasmany

setsofschooluniformsasyoucan.Asfortheannualtransportationcosts,alltheexpensesaredonated

totheelementaryschoolsinthemountainousareas,andtheyareequippedwithschoolbusesand

drivers.

Afterspeaking,Charliesaidagain,“Youhavetokeepaneyeonthespecificflowofthesemoney.Forthe

schooluniform,whatwehavetodoistogetthegoodsfromthefactoryatthelowestprice,andthen

sendthemdirectlytothestudents;Thesameistrueforschoolbuses.First,investigatetheapproximate

needsofmountainschools,andthenpurchasedifferentvehiclesaccordingtodifferentneeds.Atthat

time,amanagementcompanywillbeestablished.Alldriversalaries,fiveinsurancesandonehousing

fundwillbepaidfromthiscompany.Thenormalusecostisalsopaidbythiscompany,butitisrequired

thatthefinancemustdoagoodjobofauditing,andnooneisallowedtointerveneinit.”

IsaacCamerondidn’texpectthatCharliewoulddonateallthe500millioncashinhishandinoneyear,

andhewouldhavetodonateeveryyearinthefuture.Surprised,headmiredCharlieevenmore.



Soheimmediatelysaidrespectfully,“Goodmaster,Iwilldomybesttoensurethatyourrequirements

arefulfilledonebyone.”

Charlienodded,stretchedhiswaist,andsaid,“Okay,I’llgonow.Whenthesebuyersstarttoarriveone

afteranother,youhelpmepayattentiontoFerdieJoules.Ifhearrives,letmeknowimmediately.”

“Goodmaster!”

WhenCharlieleftIsaacCameron’soffice,MichaelaJoulesandherentouragewereabouttocheckout

andleave,andmovedtoAurousHillInternationalHotel.

HerassistantShanElliottwasconfirmingthattherewerenomissingitemsintheroom,andsaidto

MichaelaJoules,“Miss,theAurousHillInternationalHotelhasalreadybeenarranged,anditisalsoa

presidentialsuite.Wecanjustmoveindirectly.”

MichaelaJoulesnoddedslightlyandaskedher,“Bytheway,Shan,pleaseconfirmwithGrandpa’s

secretarythespecifictimeofhiscomingtoChina?”

ShanElliottnoddedandsaid,“IhaveconfirmedwithSecretaryChen.Theauctionwillstartfivedays

later.Themasterwillflyoveronthethirddayandarriveonthefourthday.”

MichaelaJoulessaidsolemnly,“SpeaktoGrandpa’ssecretaryandlethimarrangeforGrandpatocome

overonedayearlier.”

ShanElliotthurriedlysaid,“Miss,themaster’sscheduleisallmadebyhissecretary.Iftheplanistobe

changedtemporarily,SecretaryChenwillnotagreetothemaster’ssafetyconsiderations…”

MichaelaJoulessaiddirectly,“TellhimthisiswhatImeant.Imadearrangementslikethisandnaturally

madesensetome.”



ShanElliottsaidcautiously,“Miss,takethelibertytoask,whatareyourplans?Doyouneedmyhelp?”

MichaelaJoulessighedandsaid,“IwanttotakemygrandfatherandhaveamealwithCharlie…”
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WhenShanElliottheardMichaelaJoules’remarks,sheimmediatelysaidnervously,“Miss,ifyoubring

mastertodinnerwithCharlie,wouldn’tyouexposeyouridentity?”

“That’snotthecase.”MichaelaJoulessaid,“IplantoinviteClairefirst,andthenletClairehelpinvite

Charlie,thenIwilltakemygrandfatherdirectlyoverandintroducethemtothedinnertable.”

ShanElliottcouldn’thelpasking,“ThenhowdoyouintroduceyourrelationshipwithmastertoCharlie?”

MichaelaJoulessaid,“Thisissimple,justsaythatGrandpaismygrandfatherfromafar.Afterall,the

LavignefamilyandJoulesfamilyarecloserelatives,sotherewillbenoloopholesinrationality.”

ShanElliottaskedverypuzzled,“Miss,Idon’tquiteunderstandwhyyouarrangedforthemasterto

meetCharlie?Originally,thismatterwastwosetsofplans,andthetwosetsofplanswereshieldedfrom

eachother.Whydidyoutaketheinitiativetoliftthisshield?”

MichaelaJoulessighed,“Thismatteralwaysfeelsdifficult,eveniftherearetwoplans,itmaynot

guaranteeacertainsuccess.LetGrandpaknowCharliebeforetheauction,butalsotoaddanewplan,

perhapsinthefirsttwo.Afterall,iftheplansfail,GrandpacangetwhathewantsfromCharlie.”



“Okay…”ShanElliottnoddedhelplessly,sheknewverywellwhyMichaelaJoulesattachessomuch

importancetothismatter.

Nowadays,MichaelaJoulesisfledglingandherfatherhasnoplaceinthefamily.WhatMichaelaJoules

fearsmostisthatherfatherleavestooearly.

Therefore,shecanonlypintheirhopesontherejuvenatingpill.

Atthistime,anentourageknockedonthedoorandsaid,“Miss,thehotelhasurgedtocheckout.They

demandedthatthecheck-outproceduremustbecompletedat12o’clock.”

“Okay.”MichaelaJoulesrepliedandsaid,“Nowgoon.”

WhenMichaelaJoulescameoutoftheroom,besidesherentourage,therewasKellyWestwhohad

beeninChinaformanydays.

KellyWesthasbeenlivinginShangri-LaHotelthesedays,buttodayshewillalsomovetoAurousHill

InternationalHotelwithMichaelaJoules.

SeeingMichaelaJoulescomingout,KellyWestcalledrespectfully,“MissJoules.”

MichaelaJoulesnoddedandsaid,“Kelly,youhavetostayinAurousHillforafewmoredaysandwait

untilthisweekisoverbeforereturningtotheUnitedStates.”

KellyWestagreedwithouthesitationandsaid,“GoodMissJoules.”

MichaelaJoulessaidwithsatisfaction,“MissKelly,pleaserestassured,afterthismatterisover,Iwill

nevertreatyoubadly.”



KellyWestsmiledandsaid,“MissJoulesispolite.ItismyhonortobeabletohelpMissJoules.”

MichaelaJoulessmiledslightly,noddedgently,andsaid,“Let’sgo,gocheckout.”

Afterwards,thegrouplefttheguestroomareaandheadedtothehotellobby.

Atthistime,IsaacCameronjustsentCharlieoutoftheoffice,andthetwowerewalkingquicklyacross

thehall.

MichaelaJoulessawCharlieataglance.ThescenewasthesameaswhenshefirstsawCharlie,except

thatCharliecameinwithIsaacCameronatthattime,andthistime,theywentouttogether.

SeeingCharliehereatthistime,shewasnotsurprisedatall.

AlthoughshealsoknowsthattheRejuvenationPillauctionwillbeginsoon,Charlie,astheownerofthe

RejuvenationPill,canbesaidtobethebiggestbossbehindthisauction.

Therefore,itisnaturalforhimtoappearatShangri-LaHotelatthistime.

SoMichaelaJoulesshouted,“Mr.Wade!”

Charlieheardthesound,andknewthatitwasMichaelaJouleswithoutlookingback.

Sohestopped,turnedtolookatMichaelaJoules,andsaidwithasmile,“It’sMissLavigne,whatareyou

doinghere?”
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MichaelaJoulesshruggedandsaidcasually,“I’mpreparingtocheckout…Shangri-LaHotelwillnotbe

allowedtorenewtoday,soIcanonlymovetootherhotels.”

Charlienoddedlightly,andasked,“MissLavigneshouldhavefoundotherhoteltostay,right?”

MichaelaJoulesnoddedandsaid,“Ifoundone,atAurousHillInternationalHotel.”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“That’sgood.”

Afterall,hecheckedthetimeandsaid,“MissLavigne,Ihavesomethingtodo,soIwon’ttellyoumore.”

MichaelaJoulessaidveryunderstandingly,“Mr.Wade,goaheadifyouhavesomethingtodo.”

Asshesaid,shechangedthesubject,andsaid,“Mr.Wade,ifyouhavetimeanotherday,Iwanttoinvite

youtohavedinnerwithClaire.Afterall,everyonehasknowneachotherformanydays.Manythings

havebeenhelpedbyyouandClaire.Thankyousomuch.”

WhenCharlieheardthis,heimmediatelydecidedthatMichaelaJoulesmusthavesomethingtricky.

SoCharliedidn’trejectherdirectly,butnoddedandsmiled,“Okay,butImaybebusythesedays,sowhy

notwaitfornextweek.”

TheRejuvenatingPillauctionwillbethisSunday.

Charliedeliberatelysaidnextweek,justtoseehowMichaelaJoulesreacted.



Sureenough,whenMichaelaJoulesheardthis,shecouldn’thelpfeelingalittleanxious,andasked

quickly,“Mr.Wade,ImayleaveAurousHilltemporarilyforawhilenextweek.Iwonderifitis

inconvenientforyoutomakeanappointmentthisweek?”

Charlieshookhisheadslightly,andsaidapologetically,“I’msorryMissLavigne,Imayreallynotbeable

tosparetimethesefewdays,whydon’tyouwaitforyoutoreturntoAurousHillnexttime,Iwill

arrangeit?”

Hearingthis,MichaelaJoulesknewthatrelyingonherownability,itwouldbedifficulttoaskCharlieout

foramealbeforetheauction.

Asaresult,shepinnedherhopesonClaireinherheart.

ThinkingaboutgoingbackandworkinghardagainthroughClaire,toseeifthereisaturnforthebetter.

Ifitdoesn’twork,letClaireandhergrandpameetfirst,atleasttheycanhaveafavor.

So,shesmiledandsaidtoCharlie,“Mr.Wade,sinceyouhavebeenbusyrecently,Iwon’tbotheryou

much.Let’smakeanappointmentafteryoufinishthistime.”

“Okay.”Charlienoddedandsmiled,andsaid,“MissLavigne,Ihavesomethingelsetodo,I’lltakemy

leavefirst.”

“Goodbye,Mr.Wade.”

SeeingCharlieleave,MichaelaJouleswashelpless,butalsoalittlebitunwilling.

Thereareonlythelastfewdaysleftintheauction.Sheislikeastudentabouttofacethefinalexam.The

examdateisapproaching,andsheisnotsure,soshecanonlydoeverythingshecantopreparemore



beforetheexam.

So,shelookedatKellyWestandsaid,“Kelly,youhaveworkedhardonClaire.Ifyoucan,Iwantherto

oweyouafavor.Idon’tknowifthereisanygoodway?”

KellyWestthoughtforawhile,andsaid,“MissJoules,IthinkClaireisveryobsessedwithdesign,IthinkI

canfindabreakthroughfromthispoint.”

Then,shesaid,“Istartedattheendofthemonth,andIwasinvitedtoconducttheannualgraphicand

interiordesignmasterclassattheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesign.IcangiveClaireaplace.”

MichaelaJoulesdidn’tknowmuchaboutthefieldofdesign,sosheaskedher,“Isthismasterclass

high?”

KellyWestsaid,“Inadditiontome,therearemanytopdesignersinthedesignfieldinthismasterclass.

Theycanberegardedasateamofceiling-levelprofessorsinthedesignfield.Therefore,inthefieldof

designers,itcontainsalotofhighexperience.”

“Andthismasterclassisnormallyonlyforyoungdesignerswhohaveperformedwellintheworldand

havearecordofwinningawards,andthereareonly50placesintotal,soithasbeenveryinshort

supply.Everyyear,atleastfiveapplicationsarereceived.Withmorethanathousandpeople,the

acceptancerateislessthanonepercent.”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlyaskedher,“DoyouthinkClaireisinterestedinthismasterclass?”

KellyWestsmiledslightlyandsaid,“Iwillfirstaskedheraboutthemasterclassinprivate.Sheisvery

yearningforthemasterclass,butshealsoknowsthatshehasnotyetreachedtheadmissioncriteriafor

themasterclass.Ibelieveshewillbeveryexcitedifsheisgivenaquotaandlethergodirectlytothe

UnitedStatestoparticipateinaone-monthmasterclass!”
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ThemasterclassmentionedbyKellyWestisahigh-endtrainingclassledbythetopRhodeIslandSchool

ofDesignintheglobaldesignfield.Itisalsothetop-notchskilltrainingclassintheentireinteriordesign

field.Itisknownasthecradleofthedivisionofworld’stopdesign.

JustliketheLakesideUniversityestablishedbytheownerofAlibababackthen,thosewhocanenterare

basicallyverypowerfuldomesticentrepreneursoryoungentrepreneurswithgreatpotential.

Inadditiontoaccessingtheindustry’stopknowledge,technology,andacademics,thiskindofplacecan

alsoreachthetopoftheindustry’spyramidinonestep.

Onceaccessible,itisequivalenttoconnectingthemostcutting-edgeresourcesoftheindustry.

ThemasterclassatRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignismuchmoredifficulttogetintothanLakeside

University.

BeforetheclosureofLakesideUniversity,itselectedabout50domesticentrepreneurseachyear.

However,themasterclassoftheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignonlyselectsfiftypeoplefromallover

theworldeachyear.

Moreover,sincethismasterclassisbasicallyfromtheWestfromthehostcollegetotheteaching

professors,therewillbeaveryseriousresourcetiltforWesterncountriesintermsofenrollmentevery

year.

Amongthe50places,thereareatleast35placesallocatedtoWesterndesigners,andtherearenot



eventenplacesleftforAsia.

Therefore,lookingattheentireChina,therearenomorethanthreedesignerswhocanparticipatein

thismasterclasseveryyear.

Clairehadbeenfascinatedbythismasterclassforalongtime,butneverexpectedthatshewouldhave

theopportunitytoparticipate.

SheknewthatKellyWestwastheleaderofthismasterclass,soshewasinworshipandfascination,so

sheconsultedheraboutthespecificsituationofthemasterclass.

Whatshethinksisthatifshecansuccessfullybeselectedintoacertainmasterclassaftertenyears,it

willbeagreathonor.

KellyWestalsoknowsthatwithClaire’scurrentqualifications,itmaynotbepossibletobeselectedinto

themasterclassinanothertenyears.

However,astheleaderofthemasterclass,shehastherighttoaspeciallyapprovedquota,andthis

year’squotahasnotbeenusedyet.

IfthisquotaisgiventoClaire,itwilldefinitelyenableClairetomakeabigbreakthroughinthefieldof

ChinaDesign.

MichaelaJoulesalsofeltthatthiswasaverygoodentrypoint.Inthelastfivedaysbeforetheauction,

shemustgoallouttoaccumulatefavorsonClaireandaddhopetoherself.

SosheimmediatelysaidtoKellyWest,“I’llcallClaireandaskhertohaveamealtogetheratnoon.Then

youcanmentionthistohertoseeifsheisinterested.”



KellyWestsmiledslightly,“MissJoulescanrestassuredthatClaire’sinterestmustbeverygreat,

becausewhensheconsultedmeforthemasterclassbefore,hereyeswereshining.Thisisevery

designer’sultimatedream.Moreover,sincethemasterclasshasbeeninexistenceforsomanyyears,

therearestillveryfewdesignerswhocanparticipateinthemasterclassintheir20s.Ifshefirstcameto

participate,thenshewouldbethefirstAsianmasterunder30.Justthistitlecanmakeherfamousinthe

Chinesedesigncircle.”

“Okay!”MichaelaJoulesnodded,withabitofexcitementinherexpression,shesaid,“Kelly,youhelp

mewiththis.TheJoulesfamilywillnevertreatyoubadly.Inthenextyear,therearemorethan300

hotelsaroundtheworld,andatleastonehundredofthemwillstarttorenovate.Bythen,Iwillgiveall

hoteldesignstoyourstudio!”
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AlthoughKellyWestisatopdesignerandearnsatleasttensofmillionsofdollarsayear,inthefinal

analysis,sheisfarfrombeingatruebillionaire.

IfMichaelaJoulesreallygavethedesignworkofmorethan100hotelstoherstudio,thenhernetprofit

wouldbeatleast40to50million,andshewouldbeabletomakeupforthreeyearswithjustthisorder.

……

Atthistime,Clairewaspreparingforlunchatthecompany.

Becausethecompanyhasalotofofficialduties,sheusuallydoesnotgohomefordinneratnoon.She

eatstakeawayatthecompany,whichcansaveheratleastonehourofworkingtime.

Atthistime,shewasabouttopickuphermobilephonetoorderfood,andshereceivedacallfrom

MichaelaJoules.

So,sheansweredthephoneandsaidwithasmile,“MissLavigne,what’sthematter?”



MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“SisterClaire,Isaiditalongtimeago,don’tcallmeMissLavigne,justcall

mesister.”

Clairesmiledandsaid,“Youaremyfriendinlife,butyouaremyPartyAatwork.Imustbemorepolite

toPartyA.”

MichaelaJoulessmiledhelplessly,“It’s12o’clock,isitstillworkinghours?Yourcompanydoesn’thave

lunchbreaks?”

Claireexplained,“Otheremployeeshavelunchbreaks.Ourlunchbreakisanhourandahalf,butIdon’t

care.Exceptformeals,allotherhoursareworkinghours.”

MichaelaJoulescouldn’thelplaughing,“Inthiscase,sisterClaire,asPartyA,Imusttakeupyourlunch

time.”

Clairesmiledandsaid,“It’sokay,Idon’tknowwhat’stheorderofsister?”

MichaelaJoulessaid,“WenolongerabletostayatShangri-LaHotelfromtoday.KellyandIaregoingto

transfertoAurousHillInternationalHotel.Wearenowonourwaythere.Sowecalltoaskifyouhave

eaten.Ifyouhaven’teaten,let’seattogetheratAurousHillInternationalHotel.”

“Noproblem.”Clairesaidwithouthesitation,“I’mnotfarfromtheAurousHillInternationalHotel.It

shouldbefasterthanyourpassingfromShangri-LaHotel.Soletmegoandbookaboxnow.Iwilldoitat

noontoday,youarenotallowedtopaythebillwithme.”

“Okay!”MichaelaJoulessaidwithagrin,“ThenwewilllistentosisterClaire’sarrangementsatnoon!”

ClairehungupthephoneandquicklytookthecarkeyandwentouttoAurousHillInternationalHotel.



ThepastfewdayshavebeenveryhappywithMichaelaJoulesandKellyWest.Deepdowninherheart,

shehasregardedthetwoasgoodfriends.

Clairehasalwaysbeennotverygoodatsocializing,andshedidn’thavemanyfriendswhenshewasin

school.Aftersheenteredsociety,shewasbusywithwork,andsherarelymetpeoplewiththeright

temperament.

AlthoughMichaelaJoulesisafewyearsyoungerthanClaire,shehasarefreshingandneatpersonality.

Sometimes,Claireevenfeltthatthislittlegirl’sIQ,andevensocialexperienceweremuchbetterthan

herown,anditwasverypleasanttogetalongwithher.

AsforKellyWest,nottomention,noteveryonehastheopportunitytofacethebiggestidolinhislife,or

evenbefriendswithidols.Clairecherishesthisopportunityverymuch.

Soon,ClairerushedtotheAurousHillInternationalHotelandbookedaboxinthehotel’sdining

departmenttowaitforthem.

Inordertopreventsomeonefromrushingtopaywithher,Claireprepaid10,000yuanforthemealin

advanceatthecashierofthecateringdepartment,andtoldthewaiterthatnomatterhowmuchthe

finalmealwas,shewoulddefinitelycometoherformorerefundsandlesssupplements.

MichaelaJoulesandKellyWestalsocametothecateringdepartmenttomeetClaireassoonasthey

checkedin.

Assoonasthethreemet,MichaelaJoulesaskedClairestraighttothesubject,“Claire,fromtheendof

thismonthtotheendofthenextmonth,isitconvenientforyoutoleaveAurousHillforabouta

month?”
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“LeavingAurousHill?!”

ClaireheardMichaelaJoules’questionandaskedwithastrangeexpression,“WhyshouldIleaveAurous

Hill?”

MichaelaJoulessmiledandsaid,“BecauseKellyandIwanttoinviteyoutotravelabroadforawhile.”

“Goingabroad?Andit’sstillamonth?”Claireimmediatelywavedherhandwhensheheardthis,and

saidinembarrassment,“HowcanIhavesomuchfreetime?Ihavetotakecareofthecompany,and

shouldalsotakecareofmyfamily.IfIgooutforthreeorfivedays,grittedteethcanstillbesqueezed

out,amonthistoolong,itisimpossibletoachieve…’’

MichaelaJoulessaidwithaseriousface,“SisterClaire,don’tyouhearwhatpeoplesay?Timeislikea

woman’s,thereisstillasqueeze…”

Clairefeltalittleembarrassed,touchedherforehead,andsaidhelplessly,“Onemonthisindeedtoo

long,nottomentionthatIcan’tsparetime.EvenifIsparetime,Iamnotwillingtoleavehomeforso

long.”

MichaelaJoulesquipped,“SisterClaire,Ithinkyouarereluctanttobearyourhusband,right?”

Claireblushed,andrepliedshyly,“Isaiditmustbeinsincere.Ihavenotbeenseparatedfromhimforso

long.Inthepast,whenhewenttootherplacestoshowpeople’sFengshui,wewouldbeseparatedfora

fewdays,butjustafewdays,notmorethanaweek.Nowyouwantmetoleavehimforamonth,I

reallycan’teventhinkaboutit…”

MichaelaJoulessmiledandsaid,“Itturnedouttobelikethis…Iunderstand…”



Clairenoddedandsaid,“I’msorrysister,IwillgooutwithyouifIhaveachanceinthefuture.”

MichaelaJoulesraisedherwillow-likeeyebrowsandaskedwithasmile,“SisterClaire,Icanseethatyou

andMr.Wadehaveaverygoodrelationship.Youcan’tbeartoleavehimforsolong…”

Speakingofthis,MichaelaJouleschangedtheconversationandaskedwithagrin,“However,Sister

Claire,ifyouweretogototheUnitedStatestoparticipateinamasterclassattheRhodeIslandSchool

ofDesign,wouldyoubewillingtoleaveyourhusbandforamonth?”

Clairesaidcasually,“OfcourseIamwilling!IfIcanreallyparticipateinthemasterclassofRhodeIsland

SchoolofDesign,thenmycompanycanstop,andthengobackandintercedewithmyhusbandandask

himtoagreetoletmegoifhesaysanything.…’’

MichaelaJoulessmiledandnodded,thenlookedatKellyWestbesideher,andsmiled,“Kelly,doyou

haveanythingtosay?”

KellyWestlookedatClairewithasmileonherface,andsaid,“Claire,sinceyouhavesaidso,thenIthink

youcanpleadwithyourhusbandinawhile.”

Clairewasstillalittlesurprised,andaskedincomprehensibly,“Kelly,whatdoyoumean,Idon’t

understand…”

KellyWesttookouthermobilephone,andthescreenofthemobilephonedisplayedanEnglishweb

page.

ShepointedtotheinformationcolumnontheInternetpageandsaid,“Atfirst,thisisthespecial

approvalquotainformationsubmissionbackgroundfortheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignMasterClass.

Ionlyhaveonespecialapprovalquotaperyear.Aslongasyoumakesureyourtimeisokay,thenIwill

inputyournameandotherinformationandsubmitittotheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesign.AslongasI

submitit,youwillbecomeanofficialstudentofthisyear’smasterclass!”



“Ah?!”Clairewasstunned,andsubconsciouslyasked,“This…isthistrue?Kelly,you…youreallyplanto

recommendmetoparticipatethisyear’sMasterclass?”

“Yes.”KellyWestsaidwithasmile,“Wearegoodfriends,andIcanseethatyoureallylovethe

professionasdesigner.Youareverylongingforthemasterclass.SinceIhavethisprivilege,Icertainly

hopetohelpyourealizethiswish.”
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Clairecouldnothideherexcitement,butsaidnervously,“Kelly…comparedtotheotherstudentswho

participatedinthemasterclass,mypersonalqualificationsarereallytoodifficultforme.Atmylevel,to

participateinsuchahigh-levelmasterclass,Iwilldefinitelybecriticized…’’

“Criticized?”KellyWestsaidwithdisdain,“Originally,theRhodeIslandSchoolofDesigngavemethe

righttograntaspecialquota.Thispermissionisuptomepersonally.IgiveittowhoeverIwant.Your

qualificationsarenotdeepenough,evenifitissomeonewhohasneverstudieddesign,aslongasIfillin

herinformationandpushhertotheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesign,thenthispersoncanparticipatein

themasterclasswithintegrity!”

Withthatsaid,KellyWestlookedatClaireandsaidseriously,“Claire,youdon’thavetohavesomuch

psychologicalburden.Nowthereisjustsuchachance,rightinfrontofyou.Aslongasyounod,this

opportunityisyours.”

Clairepursedherlips,andaskedwithsomedifficulty,“Kelly…iswhatyousaid…isittrue?”

Atthistime,Clairestillcouldn’tbelieveallthisdeepinherheart.

KellyWestsaidinaveryfirmtone,“Ofcourseitistrue!MissLavigneandIthinkthatyoumustbeavery

promisingdesignerinthefuture,butyoulacksufficientopportunitiesandaccumulationofqualifications,

andthistimeisagoodtimetoaccumulatequalifications.Ifyoucangraspit,becomingatopdesignerin

thefutureisbynomeansanemptytalk;butifyoucan’tgraspit,theneveniftherearemore

opportunitiesinthefuture,itwillbedifficultforyoutobecomeatopdesigner.”



Speakingofthis,KellyWestsaidseriously,“Claire,listentome,thismasterclass,youmustgo!”

MichaelaJoulesalsohurriedlyencouragedher,“Yes,youmustseizethisopportunity!Aslongasyou

spendamonthtovisittheUnitedStates,youwillbenefitalotfromyourdesigncareerfordecadesin

thefuture!”

Afterthat,MichaelaJoulessaidagain,“Ifitisbecauseofworryingabouttherenovationprogressofmy

villa,thenItellyou,youdon’tneedit.Itdoesn’tmattertomethatthevillaisrenovatedamonthortwo

late,Icancompletelywait.”

Claire’sheartatthismomentwasalsocompletelymovedbythetwo.

Naturally,shewantedtograspsuchagoodopportunity,buttherewerethreeworriesinherheart.One

isthatifshewillbeawayfromAurousHillfortoolong,sheisreluctanttobearwithherhusbandand

family;thesecondisthatshecouldnotrestassuredofhercompany,andthethirdwasherself.The

qualificationsareindeedlimited,forfearofbeingtreatedasanoutlier.

ButKellyWest’swordsletherdispelherlackofconfidenceinseniority,andtherestisherfamilyand

company.

Thecompanyiseasytosay,becausethebusinessisnowontherighttrack,shecantemporarilystop

acceptingnewprojects.

Therestisherhusbandandparents.

Saiditwasherhusbandandparents.Infact,Clairewasreluctanttogiveup,onlyherhusbandCharlie.

Afterall,sheandCharliehavebeenmarriedforsolongandhaven’tbeenseparatedforsolong.



Moreover,notonlyshewillbeseparatedfromCharlieforamonth,butthetwowillalsobeseparatedby

thousandsofmiles,whichmadeClaire’sheartfullofdismay.

What’smore,shehasneverbeentotheUnitedStates,andherheartisfullofstrangenesstothecountry

ontheothersideoftheocean.

Afterthinkingaboutit,shesaidtoMichaelaJoulesandKellyWest,“Thankyouforyourkindness,Iwill

definitelyconsiderthismattercarefully,butpleasegivemesometimeandletmegohomeanddiscuss

itwithmyhusband.”

MichaelaJoulessaidwithouthesitation,“Noproblem.GobackandtalktoMr.Wade.Ibelievehewill

supportyou.”

Withthat,MichaelaJoulesraisedhereyebrowsandsaidwithasmile,“Bytheway,SisterClaire,youcan

haveagoodchatwithMr.Wadeandlethimgowithyou!”
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MichaelaJoules’wordsimmediatelymadeClaire’seyeslightup.

Shesuddenlythought,“Charliedoesn’tusuallydoanythingimportantinAurousHill.It’snothingmore

thanhelpingsomeacquaintancestolookatFengShui.Itshouldn’tbeveryimportant…”

“IfIlethimgototheU.S.withme,hewilldefinitelyhaveplentyoftime…”



“Inthisway,Idon’thavetoworryaboutbeingseparatedfromhimfortoolong…”

Immediately,Clairethoughtofherparentsagain,andsecretlythought,“Dadhappenstobegoingto

Koreaforexchangeactivitiessoon,andmom’slegsandfeetarealmostgood.Thereshouldbeno

problemathome,andwithmom’spersonality,livingaloneathome,sheshouldbehappierwithabig

house.”

Thinkingofthis,ClairefeltthatlettingherhusbandCharliegototheUnitedStateswithherwas

definitelythebestsolutionforthismatter.

So,shecouldn’trestrainherexcitement,andaskedKellyWest,“Kelly,mayIask,doestheRhodeIsland

SchoolofDesignhaveanyrequirementsforaccommodation?Ifmyhusbandiswillingtogowithme,

andtheschooldoesn’trequiredtostayinschool,canIfindaplacetostayoutsideschoolwithmy

husband?”

KellyWestsmiled,“Undernormalcircumstances,theschoolprovidesdormitories,anditisasingle

apartmentwithverygoodconditions,butifbothofyouwillstayonit,itwillbemoreorlesscrowded.If

youwanttostayoutsideofschool,theschoolwillnotinterfere.”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“SisterClaire,ifMr.Wadeiswillingtoaccompanyyou,itwouldbemore

convenientforyoutostayinahoteloff-campus.Moreover,theRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignisvery

closetoNewYork.Justattheendofthemonth,I’llstayinNewYorkforawhile,andthenIcandriveto

youformorethanthreehourstofindyouguys.”

Clairewasalreadyveryexcitedatthistime,andcouldn’thelpsaying,“ThenIwillgohometodiscuss

withmyhusbandatnight.Idon’tknowifhewillagree…”

MichaelaJoulessmiledandsaid,“Mr.Wadelovesyousomuch,hewilldefinitelyagree!”

Claireblushedandnoddedshyly.



TheeventsoftheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignmasterclassmadeClairefeelalittlebitoverwhelmed

throughouttheafternoon.

Shecouldn’twaittocallCharlieseveraltimesanddirectlyaskedCharlie’sopiniononthephone.

Butwhenshethoughtofthesignificanceofthismatter,shevaguelyfeltthatsheshouldtellCharlieface

tofacetoappearformal.

So,shekeptpatiencewithherexcitementuntilshegotoffworkatnightandreturnedtoThompson’s

FirstVilla.

WhenClairearrivedhome,Charliewasdrinkingteawithhisfather-in-lawJacobinthelivingroom.

ShegreetedCharlieandJacobfirst,andtheninstinctivelythoughtthatElainemustbecookinginthe

kitchen,soshewenttothekitchenandtookalook.

Butwhatshedidn’texpectwasthattherewasnoshadowofElaineinthekitchen.

Thismadehersurprisedandasked,“Dad,Charlie,whereismom?”

Jacobhummedtwice,andsaidcasually,“YourmotherandHannahwenttothesalontogether.”

“Ah?!”Clairesaiddumbfounded,“WhendidmomgotosalonwithHannah?”

Jacobchuckled,“Isn’titthelasttimeWendytookHannahback.Yourmotherquarreledwithyour

grandmaatthedoorofyourgrandma’shouse!Sincethattime,theconflictoftwoofthemseemedto

beresolved.Thetwochattedonlineforafewdays.ItseemedthatyourmothergaveHannahatrickand

taughtherhowtodealwithyourgrandmother.Thetwoofthembecamegoodfriendsaftergoingback

andforth..”
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Speakingofthis,Jacobsmackedhislipsandsaid,“Tsktsk…thetwoofthemhavebecomegoodfriends,

doyouthinkyoucanbearit?”

Claireshookherheadhelplessly,andsmiled,“Althoughitsoundsstrange,it’sagoodthing.Momusually

doesn’thavemanyfriends,andherleghasbeeninjuredoneafteranother,andshehasn’thadmuch

troubleformorethanhalfayear.Afterthat,ifshehangoutwithHannah,shewillbeabletorelieveher

boredom.”

Jacobsaidwithemotion,“Oh,that’swhatIsaid,butIalwaysfeelthatafterthetwoofthembecame

goodfriends,yourgrandmawouldsuffer.Yousaidthatyourgrandmaisaten-year-oldlady,nomoney

andnopower,howcanshedealwiththetwoofthemnow…”

Clairestretchedoutherhandsandsighed,“Thisisnotsomethingwecanworryabout.Grandmausedto

talkanddothingsabittoomuch.Ifherlifeisnotgood,wecan’thelpher.”

Jacobnoddedandsaidcasually,“Iguessyou’reright…”

Afterfinishingspeaking,hetooktheinitiativetopickuptheteapotandrefilledCharliewithacupoftea,

andsaidwithalookofpoliteness,“Myson-in-law,youcantellmealittlebitaboutFengShuidivination,

andgossip.Theresearchistoolong,butIcanlearnanduseitnow.”

Claireaskedcuriously,“Dad,whyhaveyoustartedstudyingFengShui?”

Jacoblaughedandsaid,“I’mgoingtoSouthKoreaforexchangessoon!Mostofthetraditionalcultureof

SouthKoreaislearnedfromourcountry.Isn’ttheirnationalflagchangedfromourgossip?Sothistime,

werepresentourAurousHillculturalcommunity.Wecan’tshowourtimiditywhenwearriveinSouth

Korea.SoIwanttolearnsomeknowledgefromCharlie.WhenItraveltoSouthKoreaandmeetwith

representativesfromSouthKorea,Iwilldirectlypointtotheirvenuestostunnedthemforawhile.

Whentheysawme,theyhadtosay“Mr.Wilsonisawesome!”



Clairedidn’texpectthatherfatherpulledCharlietoteachhimaboutFengShuitoshowoffinKorea.

Soshesaidhelplessly,“Dad,thiskindoftraditionalacademicstudiestakesalongtimetolearnand

accumulate.Youhuggedyourselflikethis,andwhenyougetthere,youmaynotshowyourface,but

showyourtimidity!”

Jacobhurriedlysaid,“That’swhyIhavetohaveagoodchatwithCharlie!Iamnotprofessional,but

Charlieisprofessionalafterall!Charliewilldirectlygivemethestandardanswerandreciteit.”

Charliesaidawkwardly,“Dad,ifyouwantastandardanswer,atleastyouhavetogivemeatest

question.Idon’tevenknowthequestionuntilnow.Ifyouletmegivetheanswer,howcanIgetit?”

“Iwantatestquestion…”Jacobsaidashetookouthismobilephoneandopenedapdf-format

introductionfromthetop.

Afterwards,hehandedthephonetoCharlieandsaidseriously,“Goodson-in-law,takealook.Thisisthe

introductionoftheirmainvenueinKoreaforthisculturalexchange.Thereareverydetailedpicturesand

thefloorplan,youcanseeifyoucanfindsomethingwrongwiththeFengShui.”

Afterfinishingspeaking,hetookoutapieceofA4paperfoldedinhalfthreetimesfromhispocket.After

openingit,itwasaphotoofadefeatedmaninhis50sandabriefintroduction.

JacobhandedthisA4papertoCharlie,andsaid,“Goodson-in-law,thisisthepersoninchargeofthe

otherparty’sculturalexchange.Youcanshowmehisface,andusehisbirthdatetocalculatebytheway.

Withahexagram,seeifthereisanybloodandlightdisasterornot,ifso,howtocrackit,andthensee

howIshowmyhandinfrontofhim!”
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AfterhearingwhatJacobsaid,Charliecouldn’tlaughorcry.



HecouldonlypatientlyexplaintoJacob,“Dad,it’shardtofigureoutthefacewhenlookingatphotos,

becausethefaceisnotjustthefacialfeaturesandappearance,butthethree-dimensionalimageofthe

wholeperson’sface.Onlythencanyoureallyseewhatisbehindaperson’sface.”

Jacobaskedinapuzzledway,“Theso-calledlookatthefacemeansthatyoucanknowtheperson’s

generalfortunebylookingattheotherperson’sappearance?Howclearisthisphoto?It’sanofficialID

photo.”

Charlieaskedhelplessly,“Dad,let’snottalkaboutanythingelse.Youhaveheardpeoplesaysomething

likethatsomeone’sprintinghallisblackandtheremustbebloodandlightdisasters,butyoulookatthe

photoofthisbuddy,andtheflashhithim.Thisfaceiswhiterthanwhitepeople,evenifitisdarkened,it

isimpossibletoseeitatall,soitisunreliabletolookatthefacebyphotos.”

Jacobsaidangrily,“Iheardthatthisforceisverypowerful,soIwanttoshowmyhandinfrontofthis

force.It’snogoodtolookatitlikethis.”

Afterhefinishedspeaking,hehurriedlysaid,“Myson-in-law,youcanseeifthereisanythingwrongwith

theirstadium.Ifyoudon’tseethefaceofthisperson,youcanatleastseetheFengshuiofthisstadium,

right?”

Charliehelplessly,noddedandsaid,“Okay,youwaitformetostudy.”

Claireaskedatthismoment,“Dad,didMomsaywhentocomebackandwhatshallweeattonight?”

Jacobsaid,“Yourmotherdidn’tsaywhentocomeback,orlet’sorderatakeawayatnight?”

Ashesaid,hecouldn’thelpcomplaining,“Elaine,thisstinkyladyisalsotrue.Itdoesn’tmatterifyougo

outtosalon,itistoomuchtonotevencomebacktocook,itistoomuch…”



Assoonasthevoicefell,heheardthedoorbeingpushedopen,andElaine’sfuriousvoicecame,“Jacob!

Whodoyouthinkisthestinkylady?!”

JacobsawthatElainewascoming,andHannahwassupportingherbehind,andsaidangrily,“Youstill

knowthatwhenyoucomeback,ourfamilyofthreearewaitingforyouhungry!”

Elainescoldedangrily,“Jacob,youdon’tbothertohavemaggots.Myoldlady’slegsandfeetarenot

good.Youhavetocooksomanymealsathome.Ifmyoldladyisouttoday,can’tyoudoit?!”

Jacobwasabouttotalk,Hannahbehindheralsoagreedwithunparalleledagreement,“Yes,Jacob!It’s

notsister-in-lawwhosaidyou!It’snoteasyforElainetotakecareofherduringthisperiod.Youcan’t

alwayswaitforhertostretchoutyourhandsandopenyourmouthwhenyoueat?”

Jacobsaidangrily,“Ijustlethercookameal.Besides,Idon’tjustcookitformealone.It’smainlyformy

daughterandson-in-law.Don’tyouknow,shecooksathomeandyetmyson-in-lawgiveshermoney

everymonth!”

Hannahsnortedcoldly,“SinceCharliegavethemoney,Charliehastopickthefault.Afterall,you’rejust

afan,sowhyareyousoembarrassedtoblameElaine?“

Elainesuddenlyfeltthatshehadmetafriend,andblurtedout,“Oh,mysister,youcanbefairtome

today.I’lltellyouabitofaheartbreak.It’shardforthismansurnamedWilsontocompeteonebyone.

ThisJacobishardtoserve,andthatJacobcan’tdoanythingwell!It’sreallyanestofsnakesandrats!”

Hannahnoddedlikesmashinggarlic,andsaidexcitedly,“Elaine,whatyousaidistooright!Whatdoyou

thinkisthefateofthetwoofus,wehavesuchapairofbrothers!Itisreallybadforeightlifetimes!”
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Jacobwasblushing,buthecouldn’tfindanysuitablereasontorefuteitatonce.Afterall,Hannahwas

right.Charliegavethemoneyanditwasnothisturntoaccusehim,sothiswavewasindeedataloss.



Besides,hehasbeenfightingforalifetime,andheknowshowtojudgethesituationandpretendtodo

nothing.Thisishisusualroutine.

Healsoknewrightnow,howcouldhehavetheabilitytocursethestreetwiththesetwoshrews?Thisis

simplyamatterofnochanceofwinning.

So,hesaidangrily,“Themoneyisindeedgivenbymyson-in-law.Ofcourseit’sokayifElainedoesn’t

cookforme,butyoudon’tevencookyourson-in-law’sfood.Isn’titabittoomuch?”

Elainecurledherlips,“Ifagoodson-in-lawthinksI’mtoomuch,hewilldefinitelytellmedirectly,it

doesn’ttakeyoutobechirpinghere,reallytheemperorisnotinahurry!”

Jacobsaiddesperately,“Elaine,whatkindofshitmetaphoristhis?CharlieandIhavearelationshipwith

ason-in-law.Ifwewanttoputitintheancienttimes,thenIamalsoakingtodescribeitinwords?”

ElainelookedatHannahandsmiledmeanly,“Sister-in-law,didyouseeit?Hewasanxiousaftersayinga

fewwords!”

Hannahcurledherlipsandsaiddisdainfully,“Aren’tthemenoftheWilsonfamilyallhasthisvirtue!

Slowaction,quicktemperwithonlysmallability!”

Elaineclappedherhandsandsaidexcitedly,“Sister-in-law,youaresoright!It’sreallyeveryword,every

wordisinmyheart!”

Jacobfelthotonhisface,andimmediatelystoodup,andsaidtoClaire,“Claire,youcanordertakeout

foryourdinner.”

Clairehurriedlyasked,“Dad,whyareyougoing?”



Jacobsaidangrily,“I’mfullofanger,soIwillgobacktothehouseandlaydowntoeliminatemyfood.”

ClairehadnochoicebuttosaytoElaine,“Mom,justsayafewwords.”

HannahsawthatClairecouldn’tstandit,sosheimmediatelysaidtoElainewithfascination,“Yes,Elaine,

Claireisright,thereisnoneedtokeeptalking.Youhavetobeforgiving!”

Elainealsoknewtoborrowthedonkey,andsaidloudly,“Sister-in-law,Iamdefinitelygivingyouface!”

Afterfinishingspeaking,shewavedherhandandsaid,“Onceyouaredone,Jacob,don’tbesulkingat

everyturn,can’tIjusttellyou?”

Jacobfrozeonthespot,neitherleavingnorstaying.Hejustfeltlikehewantedtocrywithouttears.

Hannahsaidatthistime,“Elaine,it’sokay,I’llleavefirst,let’smakeanappointmentanotherday!”

Elainehurriedlysaid,“Don’tchangetheday,justtomorrow.Youcometoseemeathometomorrow

afternoon.IwilltakeyoutoourvillainChampsEly’sHotSpring.Let’sgothereforaspaandhaveameal

bytheway!”

WhenHannahheardthis,shesaidwithexcitement,“Damn,Elaineyouareblessed,Ididn’tknowthat

youstillhaveavillainChampsElysees!Thevillastherearesaidtobehardtobuy!”

Elainesmiledandsaid,“Mylittlegirlwasabletofindmeagoodson-in-law!”

HannahlookedatCharlieandsaidhumbly,“Charlie…Itseemsthatyouarethemostcapable…”



Charlierepliedcasually,“Ican’ttalkaboutit.”

HannahhadheardfromherdaughterWendyearlierthatshewasabletohavethisdayandreliedon

Charlie’shelpandsupport,soshewasafraidofsayingsomethingwronginfrontofCharlie,soshesaid

toElaine,“Elaine,thenifyouaresuretogotomorrow,callmeonline!”

“I’llcallyou!”

“Okay,thenI’llwaitforyourcall!”

Hannahfinishedspeakingandlefthappily.

Elaineenteredthelivingroom,stretchedherwaistwithasmile,andsaidwithasmile,“NowonderLady

WilsonalwayslikesHannah.ItturnsoutthatHannahreallyhasawayofflattering.Shecanjustshoot

youinafewwords.She’sverycomfortable,andyoudon’tthinksheishypocritical,lethertakepictures

ofmethisafternoon,damn,it’stoohigh…”

Claireshookherheadhelplessly,rememberingthatshestillhadsomethingtosay,sosheraisedher

volumeabit,andsaidwithaseriousexpression,“Charlie,Dad,Mom,Ihavesomethingveryimportant

totalktoyou!”
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SeeingthatClaire’stonewasverysolemn,Charliesaid,“Mywife,don’thesitatetosayanything.”



Clairelookedatthethreeclosestfamilymembersandsaid,“IhavetheopportunitytogototheUnited

StatestoparticipateinamasterclassattheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesign,butittakesmorethana

monthtoparticipatethemasterclass…”

“Whatmasterclass?”Elaineaskedwithasurprisedlook,“Whatisitfor?”

AssoonasClairewantedtoexplain,CharlieonthesidesaidtoElaine,“Mom,theRhodeIslandSchoolof

DesignMasterClassistheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignthatClairewantedmost,thebestdesignschool

intheworld.”

Clairedidn’texpectthatherhusbandCharlierememberedherdreamsoclearly,andshecouldn’thelp

butfeelmoved.

Atthistime,Charlieaskedheragain,“Mywife,Irememberlisteningtoyoubefore.Itseemsthatthe

entrythresholdforthismasterclassisveryhigh.Howdidyoumanageit?”

Clairehurriedlysaid,“KellyWesthelpedmehandleit.Sheisthemainpersoninchargeofthisyear’s

masterclass,soshehasaspecialquotainherhand,andshehastherighttogiveittoanyone.”

Charlieaskedwithsomecuriosity,“Mywife,itstandstoreasonthatthegoldcontentofthisquotaisstill

veryhigh.Youjustmethernotlongago,whydidshegiveittoyousoreadily?”

Clairesaidalittleembarrassingly,“Iamnotveryclear.SheandMissLavigneinvitedmetodinnertoday.

Atthedinnertable,sheaskedmeifIwouldleaveAurousHillforaperiodoftime.Ididn’tknowwhat

theymeantatfirst.Latertheysaidthattheywantedtointroducemetothismasterclass.”

Withthat,Clairesaidwithsomedoubts,“AlthoughIhaveagoodtimewiththemthesedays,Ireally

don’tunderstandwhyKellyWestshouldgivemethisopportunity.Itissaidthatthisquotacansellforat

leasttwoorthreemilliondollars,becausemanydesignerswanttorelyonthismasterclasstogild

themselves,sotheyparticularlyrecognizeitsvalue.”



Charlienodded,andalreadyhadananswerinhisheart.ThiswasdefinitelynottheintentionofKelly

West,itwasdefinitelyMichaelaJoules’intention.

Thinkingofthis,CharliealsoadmiredMichaelaJoules’perseverance.Hersix-starwarriorhad

disappeared,andshestillhadthecouragetostayinAurousHillandcontinuetofindabreakthroughin

hiswife.Thisdeterminationisindeedextraordinary.

SoheaskedClaire,“Wife,howdoyouthinkaboutthismatter?”

Clairehesitatedforawhile,lookingatCharlieandsaidsincerely,“Husband…Iactuallyreallywantto

go…Afterall,suchanopportunityisreallyrare,ifIdon’tseizeitthistime,maybetherewillneverbe

anotheropportunityinthislife.”

Charlienoddedveryunderstandingly,butcouldn’thelpbutsighed,“Iknowyouhavealwaysbeen

fascinatedbythismasterclass,buttobehonest,theUnitedStatesisindeedtoofaraway,andyouwill

beaone-timerwhenyougo.It’sbeenalittletoolongforafewmonths.”

Clairehurriedlysaid,“Well!Ithinksotoo.Ifeeltoofarawayfromhomeandtoolong,soIwantto

discussitwithyou.”

ShelookedatCharlieexpectantly,andsaidalittlecoquettishlyinhervoice,“Husband…Canyou

accompanyme?”

Charliewastakenabackforawhile,andasked,“Wife,wouldyouletmeaccompanyyoutotheUnited

Statestoparticipateinthismasterclass?”

“Yeah…”Clairenoddedlightly,andsaidpleadingly,“IfyouletmegototheUnitedStatesbymyselffor

solong,Idon’tknowwhattodo,and…and..”

Clairesaidtwiceandloweredherheadshyly,andsaidsoftly,“AndIcan’tbearyouforsolong…”



Chapter3818

Afterspeaking,shelookedatCharlieandsaidwithsomeexcitement,“Butifyoucanaccompanyme,

thesewillnotbeaproblem.Wecanrentahouseneartheschoolorstayinahoteldirectly,except

duringclasstime,Imaybeseparatedfromyoutemporarily,wecanaccompanyeachotherafter!Of

course,itismainlyyouwhoaccompanyme!”

Charliesawtheexpectationinhiswife’seyes.Heknewverywellthatthiswasoneofhiswife’sbiggest

dreams.Asahusband,heshouldsparenoefforttosupporther.

SoheaskedClaire,“Wife,whenwillyourmasterclassstart?”

Clairereplied,“IfI’msuretoparticipate,Iwillhavetoreporttotheschoolattheendofthemonth.The

coursewillofficiallystartonMay1standwillendonMay31st.”

Afterthat,Clairesaidagain,“However,aftertheMay31stcourseends,therewillbeathree-daysalon.

Afterthesalonisover,wecanleaveschool.”

Charliecouldn’thelpbutheavedasighofreliefwhenheheardthis.

GoingtotheUnitedStatesformorethanamonth,althoughthetimeisverylong,butfortunatelythe

timeisattheendofthemonth.Bythen,theauctionisover,andhejusthavenothingtodo,sohecan

relax.

InadditiontotheWadefamilyinChina,therearemattersrelatedtoEmgrandGroup,Oracle

PharmaceuticalandBAITShipping.

Butfortunately,thesecompanieshavepeopletohelphim,andLordWade,theelderoftheWadefamily,

sitsinperson.ThereisalmostnoneedforCharlietodohisownwork.



What’smore,thereisaDragonHallsittingbehindhim,evenifthereareaccidentsandchangesinthe

middle,hecanrespondintimeandsolvethemquickly.

Asaresult,histimeisrelativelyloose.

It’snotimpossibletoaccompanyClairetotheUnitedStatesformorethanamonth.It’sjustlike

enjoyingtheworldoftwointhepast.

Thinkingofthis,heopenedhismouthandsaidtoClaire,“Ifyouwanttogo,thenIdon’thaveany

objection.I’malsomoreconvenientintermsoftime,soIcangowithyou.”

“Really?!”WhenClaireheardthis,sheaskedunbelievably,“Husband,areyoureallywillingto

accompanymetotheUnitedStates?”

Charlienoddedandsmiled,andsaidseriously,“Ofcourse,whendidyourhusbandliedtoyou?”

ClairesuddenlythrewherselfintoCharlie’sarmswithexcitement,andsaidexcitedly,“Greathusband!

Thankyou!”

Elainesaidanxiouslyatthistime,“Claire,yourdadisgoingtoSouthKoreaintwodays,andIdon’tknow

whenhewillbeback.IfyoualsogototheUnitedStateswithCharlie,wouldn’tIbeleftalone?”

Clairesaidwithanapologeticexpression,“Mom,Ireallywanttogotothemasterclassinthisworld,so

duringthisperiodoftime,Ihavewrongedyoutoliveathomealone.”

Elainesuddenlycriedandsaidwithasadface,“Claire,mom’slegsandfeetarenotcompletelyhealed.It

isnotconvenienttodoanything.Ifyouallleave,ifIencounteranyaccidents,whowillhelpmethen?If

onedaytheelevatorathomebreaksdownandtrapsmeinit,isn’tthereonlyadeadend?Youreally



havethehearttoleaveyourmotheralonefacingsomanyunknowndangers?”

Clairesaidashamedatthistime,“I’msorrymom,Ididn’tthinkwellenough…”

Withthatsaid,Clairethoughtshehadfoundagoodsolution,soshehurriedlyasked,“Mom,wouldyou

liketogototheUnitedStateswithus?Anyway,ittookmorethanamonthintotal,soyouwouldbeon

vacation.”

AssoonasElaineheardthis,sheimmediatelybecameenergetic,raisedhereyebrows,andblurtedout,

“Hey?Ihaven’tbeentotheUnitedStatesuntilnow.Thisisagoodopportunitytogooutandsee!”

Asshesaid,Elaineclappedherhandshappily,“Okay!Okay!Thenlet’smakeitso,I’llgowithyou!”

Chapter3819

Becauseofherleginjury,Elaineseldomwentoutduringthistime,soshefeltalittleuncomfortablefora

longtime.

Atthistime,ClairesaidaboutgoingtotheUnitedStates.Elaine’sfirstthoughtafterhearingthiswas

thatshemustgoouttomeettheworld.

Besides,sheknewthatCharliemademoneyeasilynow,andshedidn’twanttomissthisgood

opportunitytogooutwithCharlie,maybeCharliecouldbuysomethingforherself.

Clairefeltalittleembarrassedwhensheheardhermothersaidthatshewantedtogowithher.

ShefeltthatCharliealonewasthebestsolution.Ifshetookhermotherwithher,thesituationwouldbe

abitembarrassing.



SoshepersuadedElainetosay,“Mom,Ithinkyoushouldtakeagoodrestathome.TheUnitedStates

hashighmountainsandlongroads.It’snoteasytogothere.Besides,youdon’thaveanyfriendsover

there,soyou’llgetbored.”

Elaineblurtedoutwithouthesitation,“WillIbebored?I’malwaysboredwhenIstayathomeduringthis

period.Youcan’tletmestayathomealone.”

Clairehadnoideaatall,andcouldonlylookatCharliehelplessly,wonderingifCharliehadanygoodway

tomakehermotherdispelthisidea.

CharlieknewthatElainedidn’twanttogiveup.

Therefore,hesaidrationally,“Mom,thistimeClairewillgototheUnitedStatestoattendamasterclass

andgotoschoolforfurtherstudies.Itislikelytobeverybusybythen.Ifshecan’ttakecareofyou,you

willalsobeleftalonethere.Isn’titboring?”

“Notatall.”Elainesaidwithouthesitation,“Itdoesn’tmatterifyoudon’tcareaboutme.I’lljustgoout

forastroll.Anyway,I’veneverbeentotheUnitedStates.I’lldefinitelyfinditfreshwhenIlookatit.”

Speakingofthis,Elainewasalreadyfascinated,andsaidexcitedly,“Whenwewereyoung,itwasthe

hotteststageofgoingabroad.Atthattime,“PeopleinNewYork”wasbroadcastonTV.Everyone

dreamsofhavingtheopportunitytogooutofthepastandtakealook.Atthattime,Idreamedofgoing

totheUnitedStates.IwantedtoseetheStatueofLibertywithmyowneyes,andthenlookatthe

HollywoodWalkofFame.Butforsomanyyears,Ididn’thaveachancetogoout.Thistime,Ifinallyhave

achancetomakemydreamcometrue!”

Charliethought,“Ifyoureallyfollowalong,wouldn’ttheworldbetweenmeandClairebecompletely

destroyedbyyou?”

Thinkingofthis,Charlieimmediatelyopenedhismouthandsaid,“Mom,letmejustsaysomethingto

myheart.Yourlegsaren’tstillprettygoodnow.Youreallyneedtorecuperate.Youcan’trunaroundand



tossaround.IfyourantotheUnitedStatessoearly,andtravelinthemountainsandwater,itmight

affectyourresponseandleavesequelae.”

Afterspeaking,Charliesmiledslightly,andsaid,“Inmyopinion,youmightaswellstayinAurousHilland

takeasolidrest.ItjustsohappensthatyouhaveagoodrelationshipwithHannahnow,andyoucanlet

heraccompanyyoumore.”

Elainesaidalmostwithoutthinking,“No!Youwillallbegonebythen,leavingmealoneathome.Ilivein

suchabighousealone.Iwillbesoscaredtodeath!”

Charliehurriedlysaid,“Mom,Iwillleaveyouwith500,000pocketmoneybeforeIleave.Wewillonlybe

awayformorethanamonth.YoucandowhateveryouwantinAurousHill,andaskHannahto

accompanyyou.Wouldn’titbemorecomfortableforyoutogooutforshopping,beautyanddoaSPA?”

WhenElaineheardthatCharliesaidthathewouldgiveherselfhalfamillionpocketmoney,she

immediatelyaskedexcitedly,“Goodson-in-law,you…areyoureallygoingtogivemehalfamillion?!You

wouldn’tlietomomandmakemomhappy?”

CharlieknewthatmoneywasdefinitelybetterforElainethantheStatueofLiberty.

Chapter3820

SeeingElainenowforgetabouttheAmericandream,shesmiledandsaid,“Mom,whendidIliedtoyou?

Don’tworry,aslongasyourecuperateinAurousHill,Iwilldefinitelycashoutthe500,000yuaninthe

firstplace!”

Elaineimmediatelysaidhappily,“Goodson-in-law!Thenwecanmakeadeal!Youcan’tgobackon

anythingyousay!”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Mom,don’tworry,Iwon’tgoback,Iwilldefinitelygiveyouthemoneybefore

ClaireandIgototheUnitedStates!”



“Okay!”Elainesaidwithouthesitation,“Ifthisisthecase,thenIwon’tfollowyoutotheUnitedStates!”

Charliefinallybreathedasighofrelief,visibletothenakedeye,hiswifeClaireonthesidewasalso

relievedalotatthismoment,asifahangingheartfinallyletgo.

ClairesaidtoCharliewitharelaxedlookatthistime,“Husband,inthiscase,thenIwillgiveKellyWesta

clearanswerandtellherthatIwillattendthismasterclass.”

Charlienoddedandsaidwithasmile,“Hurryupandgiveherareply,andthenquicklyconfirmthe

itinerary.Iwillarrangethetimeandbooktheticketbytheway.”

Clairenoddedrepeatedly,andsaidexcitedly,“I’mgoingtocallhernow!”

Afterspeaking,sheimmediatelytookhercellphoneandranoutofthehousehappilyandwenttothe

yard.

Afewminuteslater,shecamebackwithgreatexcitementandsaidtoCharlie,“Husband,Ihave

confirmedwithKellyWest,wecansetoffonthe28thattheendofthemonth!”

Charliebreathedasighofreliefwhenheheardthe28th.Theauctiontimewassetonthe25th,just

enoughtogivehimselfafewdaystoclose.

SoCharliesaidwithouthesitation,“Okay,thenI’llbooktheflightticketonthe28th.Bytheway,Iwill

alsobookahotelneartheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignonthe28th.”

“Great!”Clairecirculatedhappily,andsaidexcitedly,“ThenIwillstartpackingourluggagetomorrow!”



……

Infact,CharliewassomewhatreluctantbythematterofgoingtotheUnitedStatesinhisheart.

Thisismainlybecausehisgrandfather’sfamilyisrootedintheUnitedStatesandhisfamilyhasabig

business.Heisafraidthathewillbeknownbyhisgrandfather’sfamilyafterhearrivesintheUnited

States.

Charliedidn’thaveanyenmitywithhisgrandfather’sfamily,justbecause,afterhismotherandthe

familycoaxedsomeconflictsaboutmarryinghisfather,hewassomewhatalienatedfromhis

grandfather’sfamilyfromhismother.

Therefore,herememberedthatthenumberoftimeshehadmetwithhisgrandparentswasonlya

handful.

Later,whenhisparentspassedaway,andCharliewashiddenbyStephenThompsonintheAurousHill

WelfareInstitute,heandhisgrandfatherandgrandmother’sfamilywerecompletelydisconnected.It

hasbeennearly20yearsnow.

Therefore,heisevenmorealienatedfromhisgrandpaandgrandmother’sfamilyinhisheart,andhe

doesn’twanttodisturbhisgrandpaandgrandma’slife.

However,sincegoingtoRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignishiswife’sidealinlife,hecanonlychoosetogo

withhiswifeinordertosupporther.

InCharlie’sview,ifhewillgototheUnitedStatesthistime,itwouldbebesttoavoidanyintersection

withhisgrandparents’family.

However,ifthetwosidesinevitablyhavesomeintersection,thentheycanonlyhaveapolitegreetingat

thattime,andtheonlythingtopayattentiontoisnottolethiswifeClaireknow.



Charlieisaccustomedtobeingalone.Althoughitisnotasocialphobia,hehassomeemotionalfeelings

formostsocialactivities.Ifitisonlythegreetingsbetweenrelativesthathindertheaffection,itwillbe

veryuncomfortableforhim.Hewouldrathernothaveanycontactwitheachother,andhedon’twant

everyonetosaypolitegreetingstoeachother.

Moreover,Charliealsoknewthathisgrandpaandgrandmawerealienatedfromhim,nottomention

thataftersomanyyears,hismotherwasnolongerthere.Iamafraidthathisgrandpaandgrandmaare

equallyalienatedfromhim.
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AfterCharlieandClairedecidedtoaccompanyhertotheUnitedStates,ClaireimmediatelygaveKelly

Westaclearreply.

KellyWest’sefficiencyisindeedveryhigh,andshesoonreportedClaire’srelevantinformationtothe

RhodeIslandSchoolofDesign.

BecausetheUnitedStateswasinthedaytime,theRhodeIslandSchoolofDesignrespondedquickly,and

immediatelysenttheelectronicversionofthemasterclassinvitationtoClaire’smailbox.

ThemomentClairesawtheinvitationletter,shealmostcriedwithexcitement.

Shereallydidnotexpectthatitwasoriginallyoneofthebiggestgoalsinherlife,butitwassoeasyto

achieveit.

Excited,shecouldn’thelpbutsaytoCharlie,“Husband,theyaresogoodtomebecauseofyou,right?”



Charliedidn’texpecthiswifetoasksuchthingfornoapparentreason,sohesmiledandasked,“Mywife,

whydidyousuddenlyasklikethis?”

Clairesaidearnestly,“DorisYoungfromtheEmgrandGroup,JasmineMoorefromtheMooreGroup,

andthecurrentMissLavigne,alltookspecialcareofme.Notonlydidthefirsttwohandoverprojectsto

me,theconditionswerealsoveryfavorable.Thelatteristhesame,suchabigvilla,suchahighbudget,

itisenoughtohireafirst-classdesigner,butshejustwantedtohandovertheentireprojecttome,

knowingthatIadmireKellyWest,andinvitedherdirectlyfromtheUnitedStatestocomehere…”

Speakingofthis,Clairesaidagain,“IbelievethatthereasonwhyKellyWestgavemesuchaprecious

opportunityisdefinitelybecauseofMissLavigne’sface.MissLavignewillnottreatmelikethisforno

reason.Soitmustbebecauseofyou,right?”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“MaybeIhelpedpeoplewatchFengShui,andtheyfeltthattheyowedmea

favor,sotheywantedtothankmedeliberately.”

Clairecouldn’thelpasking,“ButyouusuallyonlyreceiveafewmillionyuaninFengShui.MissLavigne

hasgivendadaRolls-RoyceCullinan.Aftersuchcalculations,thefavorhasalreadybeenpaidoff.Why

doesshestillhavetodothis?”

Withthat,Clairesuddenlyrememberedsomething,andsubconsciouslysaid,“Husband,MissLavigne

shouldhaveotherthingstoaskofyou?Irememberyoutoldmethatsheaskedyoutoomuch?Ifthat

werethecase,Iacceptedherprojectandacceptedthismasterclass.Willitmakeitdifficultforyou?”

Charliesmiledslightlyandsaid,“Mywife,youdon’thavetoworryaboutthis,Iwilltakecareofit.”

Clairecouldn’thelpasking,“Husband,doyouwantmetoinviteMissLavignetodinnertoshowmy

thanks?”

Charliewavedhishandandsaid,“Don’tuseitforthetimebeing.TellherthatIhavehadalotofthings



recently.WhenIfinishthistime,wewillinvitehertodinnertogether.”

Clairenoddedandsaid,“Okay,thenIwilltellheronchat.”

Afterawhile,AurousHillInternationalHotel.

MichaelaJoulessawthetextmessagesentbyClaire,andcouldn’trestraintheexcitementinherheart.

Sheexclaimedinexcitement,“Awesome!”

ShanElliottonthesidehurriedlyasked,“Miss,what’sthegoodthing,whatexcitesyoulikethis?”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“SisterClairesentmeachatmessage.Shesaidthatherhusbandwould

liketoinvitemetodinner,butherhusbandhasbeenbusyrecentlyandwillhavetowaitforafewdays.”

ShanElliottnodded,andsaidhurriedly,“Charliemeanttowaituntiltheauctionends,right?”

“Yes.”MichaelaJoulescouldn’thideherexcitement,andsaid,“Sincehecansaythis,itprovesthatmy

hardworkforsuchalongtimehasnotbeeninvain!Charliemustfeelthatheowesmethefavor,sohe

thoughttoinvitemetodinner!”

ShanElliottsaidwithsomeworry,“Miss,whatifCharliejustwantstotreatyoutodinner?”

Chapter3822

MichaelaJoulesshookherheadandsaidseriously,“Shan,remember,inmostcases,themoreyouarein

ahighplace,thelessyouliketotakeadvantageofothers.Whenyougivehimalotoffavor,hewill

definitelyreturnthisfavortoyouonsomething.”

Afterthat,MichaelaJoulessaid,“AtStanford,thereisaspecialcoursethatteachescorporateexecutives



howtobealertandrespondtocommercialbribery.Therearemanyclassiccasesinwhichthepartywho

commitscommercialbriberyusesalmostallofthem.Inthesamecase,youareconstantlygivingfavors

totheotherpartyinvariouswaysbutnevermentioningyourownneeds.Whentheotherparty’sfeeling

ofdebtreachesacertainlevel,aslongashespeaks,theotherpartywilltakerisksforhim.”

ShanElliottnoddedthoughtfully,andthenaskedMichaelaJoulesamomentlater,“Miss,doyouplanto

letthemasterhaveamealwithhim?”

“Notnow.”MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“SinceCharliehassaidthathewantstoinvitemetodinner

later,IjustwanttoletGrandpacomeoveraccordingtothenormaltimeschedule.Ifhefailstogetthe

RejuvenationPillattheauction.IwilltakehimtoseeCharlie.”

……

Twodayslater.

AurousHillAirporthasusheredinitsbusiestdaysinceitscompletionatfouro’clockinthemorning.

Innormaltimes,thedailynumberofpassenger,cargoandbusinessjetlandingsatAurousHillAirport

wouldaddupto800times,ofwhichthenumberoftake-offsandlandingswasalmostequal.

Buttoday,AurousHillAirporthasnearly300morelandingsthanusual.

Startingintheearlymorning,alargenumberofprivatejetsbegantolandatAurousHillAirportnon-

stop.

Theseprivatejets,withoutexception,allcametoAurousHilltoparticipateintheRejuvenatingPill

auction.



Accordingtotherequirementsoftheauctionorganizer,thesebiddersmustarriveinAurousHillwithin

today.

Andaccordingtotherequirements,theymustfollowtheorganizer’sarrangementsfromlandingtothe

endoftheauction.Anyviolationoftherequirementswillberegardedasawaiveroftherighttobidfor

RejuvenatingPill.

Therefore,afterlandingatAurousHillAirport,thesetopwealthypeoplecanonlywaitinplacefor

furtherarrangementsfromtheorganizer.

Atteno’clockinthemorning,nearlyonehundredprivatejetslandedinAurousHill,almostoccupyingall

theparkingspacesatAurousHillAirport.

Someprivatejetshaveevenbeguntobetemporarilyparkedatairportsinothercitiesaroundthem

afterpassengershavedisembarkedbecausetheyhavenostoppingconditions.

Atthistime,atanaltitudeoflessthan1,000kilometersfromAurousHill,aprivatejetmodifiedbya

Boeing747isflyingfasttowardsAurousHill.

Insidethehugecabin,ithasbeentransformedintoamobilevillainthesky.Intheextravagantliving

roomatthefrontoftheplane,twoelderlypeoplearesitting.

Boththeirhairandbeardshavebecomepurewhite,butoneofthemlooksoldandhealthy,whilethe

othercanclearlyseethattheirenergyandphysicalconditionhavebecomeverypoor.

ThesetwopeopleareFerdieJoulesandOrionExeorwhohaveflownallthewayfromtheUnitedStates.

SinceOrionExeorwasinvitedbyCharlietoattendtheRejuvenatingPillauctionasadistinguishedguest,

andFerdieJoulesalsosuccessfullyobtainedthequalificationtoparticipateintheRejuvenatingPill

auction,OrionExeorsimplyfollowedFerdieJoules’privatejetallthewaytoAurousHill.



Atthistime,theservicestaffwalkedtothemeetingroomandsaidrespectfully,“Master,Mr.Exeor,our

planewilllandatAurousHillAirportinaboutninetyminutes.”

“Okay…”FerdieJoulesnoddedslightly,thenlookedatOrionExeor,andaskedhim,“BrotherOrion,I

don’tknowifyoucangetanideaformeandseeifIcanmakeasuccessfulshottoRejuvenationPillthis

time?”

OrionExeorcouldn’thelplaughing,“BrotherFerdie,infactI’vealreadydonesomecalculationsforyou

beforeIsetoff.”

FerdieJouleshurriedlyasked,“BrotherOrion,Idon’tknowwhatthehexagramislike?Isitgoodor

bad?!”

OrionExeorsighedandsaidwithemotion,“Perhapsmywayofdoingthingsisnotenough.Iseethis

matterlikelookingatflowersinthemist,orlookingatthemooninthewater.”

Chapter3823

FerdieJoulescouldn’thelpbutmurmurafterhearingthis,“Iaskedyoutodoittomebyluck.Whatkind

ofthingisitforyoutogivemethesesentences.”

“Stupid!”OrionExeorshouted,archedhereyebrowsandasked,“Thesearejusttwomodisms,howisit

thataftertheyarewritteninthesong,canItelltheminthelyrics?”

FerdieJouleshurriedlysaid,“BrotherOrion,Ididn’tmeantosaythat!Imean,canyouworkhardand

explainittomemoreclearly?”

OrionExeordeniedwithhispowerlessheadandsaid,“Theliteralmeaningisalreadyveryclear,butitis

nottruenorunderstandable,andtheinternalcauseofthismatteriscomplicated,therearetoomany

externalfactorsandenormousvariables.Theshapecanchangeeveryminuteandeverysecond.Itisfar



beyondmycapacity.”

WhenFerdieJoulesheardthis,hecouldn’thelpbutrubbinghisseamsandsighed,“Ifyoucan’tsee

through,brother,thenmaybeyoudon’tunderstand.”

Withthatbeingsaid,helookedoutthewindowandsighgently,“Hey,it’sbeensomanyyearssinceI

cameback…”

OrionExeorlookedoutthewindowandasked,“BrotherFerdie,yourancestorswerefromChina,right?”

“

“Yes.”FerdieJoulesnoddedandsaid,“AChinanative.”

OrionExeorsighed,“YourancestorswereChinatraders,nowondertheirbusinesshasbeenso

successfulintheirlife.”

Afterall,OrionExeorlookedathimandsaid,“BrotherFerdie,youandIarealreadyold.Iaskyoua

question,pleasedon’tfeelblurry.”

FerdieJouleshurriedlysaid,“BrotherOrion,pleaseask.”

OrionExeorlightlynoddedandasked,“Haveyoueverthoughtabouthowtodealwithwhatwillhappen

toyou?WillyourestinAmericaorwillthefallenleavesreturntotheirroots?“

FerdieJouleslaughedtwiceandsighed,“I’vebeenthinkingaboutthisfor20or30years,butIdon’t

thinkit’stheresultnow.”

Afterspeaking,FerdieJoulestookashortpauseandsaid,“Myparentsdiedearlyandwereburiedwith

theirancestorsintheancestralgravesoftheirhometown.MakessenseI’vebeenfloatingmostofmy



life,soIwantedtobeburiedtogetherwiththem.”

Immediately,FerdieJoulessaidwithexcitement,“Yet,myparentsandIaren’tthesame.Afterall,it’s

beentwofor80years.Ican’tremembertheappearanceofmyparents.Therefore,ifIreturntothe

rootsoffallenleavesinthefuture,Ifearthattherewillbesomediscomfort,andifmychildrenand

grandchildrenwanttoadoremewhenI’mgone,itwillbecomeaproblem.Ispentmostofmylifewith

them.Ifthereisasoulafterdeath,thenIprefertostaywithmychildrenandgrandchildrenandbeable

tocontinuewiththem.”

OrionExeorsmiledandsaidseriously,“BrotherFerdie,don’toverestimatethedemandyouhavewith

yourchildrenandgrandchildrenwhenyou’reolder.Sometimes,it’sjusttheillusionofouroldbones.”

Afterall,OrionExeorlaughedathimselfandsaidindifference,“SometimesIfeelthatalotofpeoplestill

needme,butinfact,it’sjustaburdentosociety.”

FerdieJoulessmiledandsaid,“I’mdifferentthanyouatthispoint.Itdependsonyourfamilytoseefate

early,soyou’realittleignorantofyourconsanguinerelatives,andI’vebeenraisingmychildren,the

bloodtriumphsaboveallinmanycases,includinglifeitself.”

“Ihopeso!”OrionExeorsmiledwithoutcompromising,withoutcommentingtoomuch.

FerdieJoulesseemedtofeelfullofexcitementatthemoment,aftersighing,leanedonthecomfortable

seatofthecouchandlookedoutthewindowwithoutsayingaword.

Ninetyminuteslater,FerdieJoules’Boeing747finallylandedatAurousHillAirport.

Chapter3824

Themomenttheplanelanded,FerdieJoules’heartbeatwildlyforamomentduetothenormalcollision

betweenthelandingtrainandtheground.Thedoctorquicklyhelpedhimwithallkindsofreliefwhich

madehimfeelalittlemorecomfortable.



FerdieJoulesknewverywellthathisbodyhadreachedthefinalstage.Ifhecouldn’tgetthe

RejuvenatingpillonthistriptoAurousHill,thenmaybetherewillbenowaytolethimbealiveformore

yearsinhisphysicalcondition.

Therefore,winorloseisjustamovement.

Helookedoutthewindowandcouldn’thelpbutprayinhisheart,prayingtogetwhathewantedthis

time.

Aftertheplanelanded,undertheguidanceoftheground-guidedvehicle,theplaneheadedtoahangar

rentedbyIsaacCameron.

Aftertheplanestopped,thedooropened.

OneofIsaacCameron’smentooktheescalatorstraighttotheplane’sdoor.

Whenservicestaffopenedthecabindoor,IsaacCameron’ssubordinatestoppeddirectlyatthecabin

doorandaskedcoldly,“IsthistheplaneFerdieJouleswasflyingin?”

Astaffsaidwithsomeannoyance,“Hey,payattentiontoyourattitude,ourMaster’snameisnot

somethingyoucansaydirectly!”

IsaacCameron’ssubordinatessaidwithdisdain,“YourMasterisnotmyMaster.Ionlyrecognizethe

nameoftheapplicant.YoubettertellFerdieJoulesnowandlethimbringyourelectronicinvitationcard,

andhisIDtobeverifiedbyourstaff!”

Thestaffcouldn’trealizethatthisyoungmancouldspeakwithoutceremonies,andimmediatelyasked

inacoldvoice,“Boy,what’syourattitude!Doyouknowwhoyou’retalkingto?”



IsaacCameron’smenmocked,“Idon’tknowwhoI’mtalkingto,andI’mtoolazytoknow.Ijustknow

thatifyourefusetoobeytheagreementoriftheefficiencyistooslow,Iwillreportdirectlytomy

MasterandyourMaster’squalificationstoparticipateintheconferencewillbecancelled.Don’tblame

mefornotremindingyouaheadoftime!”

WhenFerdieJoules’staffheardthis,hewassoscaredandsweatingeverywhere.

Hereallydidn’tthinkthatasubordinateontheothersidecouldbesotough,andthisissueisofgreat

importanceandisnotunderhiscontrolatall,sohecanonlyhonestlysay,“Iapologize.Ihavenobrain

whenIspeak,don’tbesofamiliarwithme!”

Atthattime,FerdieJouleswasalsohelpedbytwohealthdoctorsatthedoorofthecabin.Helookedat

theyoungstaffmemberandsaidinatoneofapology,“Sorry,mystaffhasabadcharacter,don’tbe

insightfulwithhim.”

IsaacCameron’smenlookedatFerdieJoulesandasked,“Whoareyou?”

FerdieJouleshastilysaid,“MynameisFerdieandmyfullnameisFerdieJoules.”

IsaacCameron’smennoddedwiththeirheadsandsaidwithoutunderstanding,“Fromnowon,you

mustobeyourarrangementsandmanagement!Letyourcaptainthrowthehangarintenminutes,and

takeoffandtransfertheplanetothenextcity.Attheairport,there’salreadyaparkinglotreserved.You

havetoletthehangaroutintenminutes.Ihavetoreceivethenextparticipanthere.”

FerdieJoulessaidhastilyandrespectfully,“Don’tworry,I’llmakearrangementstotakeoffearlyand

quicklyleavethehangar.”

Atthismoment,FerdieJoules’stafflookedalittleembarrassedandquicklysaid,“Therearetwo

bulletproofcarsinourmodifiedbellyloadwarehouse.Unloadingcanbemoreproblematic.Canyougive

usmorethanhalfanhour?”



IsaacCameron’ssubordinatescoldlysaid,“Wehaveaunifiedfleetandthereisnoneedtoprepareany

vehicles.”

Afterall,hepointedoutsometemporaryareasatthecornerofthehangarthatsuggestedplasticstools

andatabletobuild,andtoldFerdieJoules,“FerdieJoules,fromnowon,yourinternalcodenameis035,

pleasebringyourIDandreportcardtothestaffoverthere.”
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Whentheydobusiness,theypayattentiontobeingathome.

Asthesayinggoes,thecustomerisGod.

Whenyouopenthedoortodobusiness,youmustdoeverythingpossibletoservecustomers

comfortably.

Onlyinthiswaycanbusinessbeprosperous.

ButCharliedidn’tliketoplaythisset.

HisbusinessofRejuvenationPillistheonlyoneintheworld,sonomatterhowgoodhisattitudeis,

theserichpeoplearestilleagerforit.



Thatbeingthecase,Charlienaturallydidn’twanttogivethemagoodface.

Thesetop-notchtycoonsareusuallyspoiledbythosebottomlesskneelingsaroundthem.Nomatter

howhardtheyaretoservethem,theseservicestaffwillnevermakethemfeelamazing.

Insteadofdoingthis,itisbettertodotheopposite,notonlynotkneelingandlickingthem,butalso

steppingonthem.

Letthisgroupoftop-notchwealthypeoplewhoareusuallyaloof,experiencethefeelingofbeing

dominatedbyothers.

Therefore,underthetrainingofIsaacCameron,thesestaffmembersareveryguiltyofthewealthy

peoplewhotravelledtoAurousHillwithmorethanonebillionyuanintheirhearts,buttheirfacesare

nothalf-faced.

Ifit’srude,it’srude,andifit’sreprimanded,it’sreprimanding.

FerdieJoulesdidnotexpectthathewouldtravelfartoparticipateintheauctionofthisrejuvenatingpill.

Therejuvenatingpillhadnotbeenseenyet,andhefirstreceivedaninternalcodenameof035.

However,hedidn’tdaretobedissatisfiedatall,hecouldonlysmileandsaid,“Littlebrother,you

haven’ttoldmethespecificitineraryforparticipatingintheauction.Howdoyouarrangeitnext?”

Thestaffmembersaidimpatiently,“Didn’tItellyoujustnow?Youjustneedtoreporttoourstaffand

obeyourstaff’sarrangements.Youdon’tneedtoaskaboutotherthings!”

AfterFerdieJouleswas40yearsold,noonedaredtotalktohimlikethis.Atthistime,beingtreatedlike

thismadehimveryangry.



Buthealsoknewthatifhewantedtobeonsomeoneelse’sterritory,hehadtolearntobowhishead,

sohecouldonlynodhisheadandsaid,“Okay,thenI’llgoreport.”

Atthistime,FlintYeager,FerdieJoules’personalbodyguard,accompaniedOrionExeortostepoffthe

plane.

Seeingthestaff’sattitudetowardsFerdieJoules,FlintYeagersaidinacoldvoice,“Littlebrother,Mr.

Joulesisover90yearsold.Evenifyoudon’tconsiderhissocialstatus,youshouldgivehimenough

respectasajunior!”

Thestafffrownedandsaid,“I’mheretotellallthosewhocometoAurousHilltoparticipateinthe

auctiontoexplainthespecificprocessofparticipatingintheauction.Mr.Cameron,ourpresident,has

alsospecificallyexplainedtomethatnomatterhowbigthebackgroundis,wewilltreatthemequally

andweyoudon’tneedtolookatanyone’sface.Whydoyouteachmetodothingshereifyoudon’tpay

me?”

FlintYeagerdidn’texpectthatayoungmanwoulddaretotalktohimselflikethis.Justabouttoget

angry,OrionExeoronthesidepattedhimontheshoulderandsmiled,“Flint,thislittlebrotherisalso

followingorders.Youdon’thavetobeangry.”

Chapter3826

SeeingthatOrionExeorhadcomeouttospeak,FlintYeagerhadnochoicebuttorespectfullysaid,“I’m

sorry,Mr.Exeor,it’sbecauseI’mnotdeterminedenoughtoletyouseeajoke.”

OrionExeorwavedhishandgently,smiledandsaidnothing.

ThestaffmemberlookedatOrionExeorandaskedhim,“Areyoualsoheretoparticipateinthe

auction?”

OrionExeornoddedandsmiled,andsaid,“That’sright.”



Thestaffpickedupthelistandasked,“Whatisyourname?I’llcheckit.”

OrionExeorsmiledslightlyandsaid,“MylastnameisOrion,andmyfullnameisOrionExeor.”

WhenthestaffheardthewordsofOrionExeor,theyhadasomewhatloftyattitude,andsuddenly

becameextremelyrespectful.

Hehurriedlybowedandblurtedout,“Hello,Mr.Exeor!Mr.Cameron,havealreadyexplainedthatyou,

asoneofourdistinguishedguests,donotneedtoregisterhere.Pleasegetinthecarfirst.Ourfleetwill

giveyouprioritytodeliveryoutothehotel,andthereisadedicatedservicestaffatthehoteltohandle

therelevantcheck-inproceduresforyou.”

OrionExeordidn’texpectthatthisarrogantyoungmanwouldhavesuchahumbleattitudetowardshim,

andimmediatelyrealizedthatthismusthavebeenCharlie’sarrangementinadvance,andhecouldn’t

helpbutfeelalittlemoregratefultoCharlie.

AlthoughCharlie’sagewasmuchyoungerthanhim,inhisview,fromtheperspectiveoffate,Charlie

wasthesupremebeing.Althoughhewasoverahundredyearsold,heshouldseeCharliebowand

salute.

However,hedidn’texpectthatCharliecoulddeliberatelyaskotherstotakecareofhisoldbones,and

hefeltflatteredinhisheart.

Afterwards,hepointedtoFerdieJoulesandsaidtothestaffmember,“Littlebrother,thisismyfriend.I

wanttogotothehotelwithhimafterhecompletesthecheck-inprocedures.Iwonderifitisokay?”

Thestaffmemberhurriedlysaid,“Mr.Exeor,youareaVIP.VIPsandotherbiddersparticipatinginthe

auctiondonotliveinthesamebuilding,soyoudon’thavetowaitforhim.”



OrionExeorchuckledandsaid,“It’sokay.Wearegoodfriends.Evenifwedon’tlivetogether,Iwillwait

forhimtogotogether.”

“Okay.”Thestaffhurriedlysaid,“Mr.Exeor,pleasemoveintothecarandwait.Hestillhasalotof

procedurestogothrough,andhehastogethisclothesafterfinishing.”

FerdieJoulesonthesideaskedinsurprise,“Getmyclothes?Whatkindofclothes?”

Thestaff’sexpressionimmediatelyreturnedtocoldness,andsaid,“Mr.Cameron,haveordereduniform

clothingforthebidders.Haven’tweconfirmedtheheightandweightdatawithyoubefore?Afterthe

registrationiscompleted,Iwillsendyoutwocustomizeduniform.Inthenextfewdays,youmustwear

theuniformweprovideuntiltheendoftheauction.”

FerdieJouleswasverydepressed,butstilldidnotdaretomakeanycomments,sohecouldonlysigh

angrily,andwiththehelpofthehousekeeper,hewenttotheregistrationreceptionpointtoregister.

Thehardwareofthisregistrationreceptionpointisreallybad.

Apartfromadesk,thereareonlytwosquareplasticstoolsplacedinfrontofthedesk.

Incontrast,thefewstaffbehindthedesksitonthekindofofficechairwithbackrest.Althoughitisnot

ofahighgrade,itisstillmuchstrongerthanthetwoplasticstoolsinfront.

FerdieJouleswasalittlebored.He,withatrillion-dollarfortune,hadtositonaplasticstoolofadozen

yuanandhonestlyhandedhispassporttoafewyoungpeople,waitingforhisregistration.

Oneoftheyoungmen,holdingFerdieJoules’passport,checkedhisfaceseveraltimes,forfearof

inconsistentevidence.



Aftercheckingandconfirmingthatit’shim,oneoftheyoungpeoplesaid,“035,youraccommodationin

AurousHillthistimewillbearrangedbyus.However,youneedtobeartheroomcostyourself.The

specificroomtypeandthecorrespondingpriceneedyoutocome.Adedicatedstaffmemberwill

introduceyoutoyouafterthehotel,doyouunderstand?”

FerdieJoulesfeltthathewasabouttogotoprison.Henoddedsoftlyandsaid,“Okay,Iunderstand.”

Immediately,thestafftookouttwosetsofbrand-newsportswearsuits.ThethreeArabicnumerals

“035”wereprintedontheplasticbagofeachsportswearpackage.

HepushedthesetwosetsofsportswearinfrontofFerdieJoules,andsaid,“Theseareyourclothes.

Therearetwosetsintotal.Thehotelwillprovideyouwithaclothingcleaningserviceonceaday.The

twosetsofclothesareenoughforyourdailyreplacement,buttheyarecleaned.Thereisanextra

chargefortheservice.”

FerdieJoulessighedandnodded,“Isee.”

ThestaffglancedatthehousekeepernexttoFerdieJoulesandFlintYeager,andsaid,“Everyonewho

participatesintheauctionwillonlybeallowedtoaccompanyonepersonfromthedayofcheck-inuntil

theendoftheauction,andnochangeisallowed.Soyouhavetothinkaboutwhowillyoubringin

advance.Afteryouhavedeterminedit,youwilldirectlytakehimawaybycarafterawhile.Itisbestfor

otherpeopletotransfertothenextAirportwiththeplane,orleavetheairportandsolvethe

accommodationproblembyyourself.”

FerdieJoulesdidnotexpectthattheotherparty’svariousrulesandregulationswouldbesomany,and

soharsh,hecouldonlylookatFlintYeagerhelplessly,andsaid,“MasterYeager,youwillworkhardwith

methesefewdays!”

FlintYeagerhurriedlysaid,“Master,thisiswhatIshoulddo!”
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WhenFerdieJoulessatintheredflagsedanpreparedbyIsaacCameronandsetoutforAurousHillCity,

hewasverydepressedandsatintheleftseatinthebackrowwithoutsayingaword.

Onhisright,OrionExeor,whoisover100yearsold,sat.

OrionExeorsawthatFerdieJouleswasn’ttalking,soheaskedhimwithasmile,“BrotherFerdie,Idon’t

thinkyouareveryhappy.”

“Ican’tbehappy…”FerdieJoulessaidangrily,“Totellyouthetruth,BrotherOrion,Ihavebeenirritable

sinceIgotofftheplane!”

OrionExeorsmiledandreminded,“BrotherFerdie,asthesayinggoes,assoonasyoucome,youcan

calmdown.”

FerdieJoulesnoddedreluctantly,andthencouldn’thelptouchingandlookingaroundinthecar,withan

unconcealabledisgust.

OrionExeorsawthathewasdefinitelynotusedtothiskindofC-classcarofhundredsofthousandsof

yuan.Afterall,thepriceofthiswholecarmaynotbecomparabletotheseatofFerdieJoules’usual

travelcar.

SohesmiledandsaidtoFerdieJoules,“BrotherFerdie,don’tunderestimatethiscar.Thisisthered

flag.”

FerdieJoulessaidwithasmile,“Iknowthisisaredflag,butthisisthefirsttimeIhavesathere.”

OrionExeorsaidseriously,“RedFlagistheeldestcaroftheRepublic,thefounderoftheChina

AutomobileIndustry,andacaroftheunbeatableleaderfordecades.Itisofgreatsignificancetothe

Chinesepeople.Theorganizershouldalsoarrangethiscartopickusup.”



FerdieJoulessaid,“Inthisway,theorganizersofthisauctionshouldbequitepatriotic.”

“Yes.”OrionExeornoddedandsaid,“Respecteverypatrioticperson,becausehewillnotstandinthe

wrongpositioninthefaceofbigrightsandwrongs.”

FerdieJoulesdidn’tsayanything,frownedslightly,thinking.

WhentheconvoyarrivedatShangri-LaHotel,thewholeShangri-LaHotelwasalreadyundermartiallaw.

ExceptforShangri-LaHotel’sownteam,otheridlersarenotallowedtoenter.

However,thehotellobbywasfullofnoiseatthistime.

Bidderswhohavebeensentoneafteranotherarecheckinginonebyone.

However,whatbrokethemdownwasthattheaccommodationpriceherewasextremelyexpensive,

withatotalofthreenightsofstay,eventhemostcommonstandardroom,willcostmorethanone

millionyuan.

Everyoneknowsthatthisistheorganizerdeliberatelytakingtheopportunitytokillthem.Money

doesn’tmattertothesepeople,butitisreallyunacceptablepsychologicallytobeknockedon.

WhenFerdieJoulessawonthefakegoalthatitcostsixmillionyuantoliveinathree-daypresidential

suite,hecouldn’thelpscoldinghismother.

However,hestillrestrainedtheimpulsetobreakoutandsaidtothefrontdeskwhoregistered,“Iwant

thispresidentialsuite.”



Theotherpartyimmediatelyreplied,“Sorry,thepresidentialsuitehasbeenbookedby016.Pleasetake

alookattheotherrooms.”

FerdieJoulesdidn’tknowwho016was,butnowthattheroomwasgone,hehadtoretreatandwina

luxurysuitefortwomillionyuan.
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Incontrast,OrionExeor’streatmentismuchbetter.AsaVIP,hewasdirectlyarrangedintothe

administrativeluxurysuiteoftheadministrativebuilding,whichisalsothesecondonlytothe

presidentialsuiteofShangri-LaHotel,anditisfreeofcharge.

FerdieJoulescheckedinandthefirstthinghedidaftercomingtotheroomwastocallMichaelaJoules

immediately.

Assoonasthephonewasconnected,MichaelaJoulesaskedattheotherendofthephone,“Grandpa,

haveyoucheckedinyet?”

FerdieJoulessaid,“It’sdone.Youguessitright.TheyreallyarrangedallthebiddersinShangri-LaHotel.I

thinkthisisdefinitelythevenuefortheauction.”

MichaelaJoulessaid,“Grandpa,I’minaspecialsituationnow.Iwon’tmeetyouthesetwodays,butI

willcontinuetofindawaytocontinuetomediatewitheveryoneforRejuvenatingPilloutside.”

FerdieJoulesquicklyasked,“How’sitgoingnow?”

MichaelaJoulessaidtruthfully,“IdarenotsaythatIamabsolutelysure,butatleasttherehasbeena

certainbreakthrough.Theotherpartywantstoinvitemetodinneraftertheauction.Ifyoucan’tshoot

RejuvenatingPillattheauction,I’lltakeyoutoseehimthen.”



“Okay.”FerdieJouleswasrelievedandsighed,“Michaela,youreallyworkedhardthistime!Youhave

beenrunningaroundforsuchalongtime.”

MichaelaJouleshurriedlysaid,“Grandpa,thisiswhatIshoulddo.”

FerdieJoulessighedandsaid,“IhopewecansuccessfullygettheRejuvenatingPillinthisauction,so

thatwhentheauctionisover,youcangobacktoNewYorkwithme.”

MichaelaJoulessmiledandsaid,“Grandpa,I’msureyouwillwin.”

…..

JustasalargenumberoftoprichpeoplekeptonarrivinginShangri-LaHotel,Charliewaspulledby

ClairetothemostprosperousshoppingmallinAurousHill.

SinceshereceivedaninvitationfromtheMasterClassofRhodeIslandSchoolofDesign,shealwaysfelt

thatsheowedKellyWestagreatfavor.

Today,ithappenedthattherewasnotmuchtodowiththecompany,soClairetookCharlietothestreet

together,intendingtopickagiftforKellyWest.

Charlieasked,“Wife,haveyoueverthoughtaboutwhattogiveher?”

Clairenoddedrepeatedlyandsaid,“IhavealreadydecidedtogiveheraHermeshandbag.Ihaveseen

herinterviewbefore.ItissaidthatshelikesHermesverymuch,andshealsohasthehobbyofcollecting

Hermesbags.Inthiscase,Imightaswellfallinfavorofher.Givingheronecanalsoshowmysincerity.”



Charliesmiledandsaid,“Inthiscase,IwillchooseamoreexpensivebagwhenIgettothestoreatthat

moment.Asforthemoneyproblem,youdon’thavetoworryatall.Yourhusbandstillhasalothere.”

Clairehurriedlysaid,“Ialsosavedalotofsavingsrecently.Letmedothismatterbymyself,otherwise,I

willfeelsorry.”

Charliedidn’tinsisttoomuch.Hesmiledandsaid,“Thenyoushoulddowhatyoucananddon’tbuytoo

expensivegifts.”

Clairesmiledsweetlyandsaid,“Ihavebeenoptimisticontheofficialwebsite.Thereisabagcalledthe

Bokinseries.Nowthesalesvolumeisthebest,butthepriceisnottooexpensive.Ifyoudon’tchoose

veryscarcematerialsandworkmanship,itwillbeintheearly100,000yuan.”

Charlienoddedslightlyandsaid,“Thebagatthispriceisalreadygood.”

Then,thetwocametothedoorofHermes’store.Atthistime,therewasalonglineofdozensofpeople

outsidethestore.

Accordingtothestaffoutsidethedoor,thisisbecausetherearetoomanycustomersinthestore,and

theirstoreisaone-on-onesalesservice.Nowallsalesarecarryingcustomers,sothestorebeginsto

limittheflow.

Inordertoqueueuptoenterthestore,thetwowaitedoutsidethedoorforhalfanhour.

Halfanhourlater,thesecurityguardoutsidethedoorsaidtoCharlieandClaire,whowereinlineatthe

forefront,“Please,ourshoppingguidewillserveyouimmediately.”

Ashewastalking,ayoungmanwithawarmsmilequicklycametowardsthetwoofthem.



Assoonastheymet,themanintroducedhimself,“Goodnoon,mynameisVince.I’mtheshopping

guideofthetwo.Idon’tknowwhatyoutwowanttosee?”

Clairesaidwithoutthinking,“Hello,Iwanttobuya30-cmBokinbag.Idon’tknowifit’sinstock?”

Theshoppingguidesaidwithasmile,“Haha,madam,Ireallyhaveavision.OurBokinserieshasalways

beenasuperbest-sellingmodel.Therearemanyuserswhohaveregisteredforreservations,butthe

numberofarrivalsineachissueisverysmall,soifyouwanttogetthebagassoonaspossible,youmay

havetobuymorethingsinourstore,takemembers,etc.Ifyouupgrade,themorechanceyouwinthe

lotterylikethis!”

Hearingthis,Claireaskedinsurprise,“CanIjustbuyitdirectlyatthecounterpriceofthebag?”

Theshoppingguideputawayhissmileandsaidwithsomesarcasm,“Madam,itshouldbethefirsttime

tocometoHermestoshop,right?Inourstore,nobagissoldatcounterprice,andmoreorlessyou

havetobuysomeotheraccessories,otherwiseitisimpossibletosellittoyou.”

Clairecametohersensesandasked,“DoIneedtobuysomeotheraccessories?Isthiswhatthe

distributioniscalledontheInternet?”

Theshoppingguidetookitforgranted,“Yes,IfyouwanttobuyHermes’bagnow.That’stherule,no

matterwhereyouareinanycountry.”

Clairetentativelyasked,“ThenIwanttobuyBokin30.HowmuchdoIneedtomatch?”

Theshoppingguidesaidcontemptuously,“The30-cmBokinbaghasalwaysbeensuperpopular.Evenif

youallocatethegoods,youcan’tmakesurethatyouwillgetthebag.Ofcourse,thehigherthepriority

youhave,andthegreatertheprobabilityofgettingthebag.Whetheryoucangetthebagdependson

whetheryourlevelandprioritycanrushtothefront.“



Charliedidn’tlikethehiddenroutineofshoppingguideverymuch.Lookingbackonthelasttimehe

boughtHermesforhiswife,theshoppingguidesaidbluntlythespecificamountof500,000yuan.

AlthoughCharliewasveryunhappywiththiswayofdistribution,hestillpreferreditdirectly.

Soheopenedhismouthandsaidtotheshoppingguide,“Don’tmakeanytwistsaroundthebush.Just

tellmehowmuchmoneydoIneedtobuyaBokin30?”
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SeeingCharliecomeupdirectlytoaskabouttheamountofdistribution,thesalesmansmiled

contemptuouslyandsaid,“Sir,asIjustsaid,thisbagisreallypopular,soyoumustaccumulatethe

amountofconsumptioninourstorefirst.Whentheconsumptionquotaexceedsotherguestswaitingin

lineforthebag,wewillnaturallygiveyouthisbag.”

Charliesnortedandsaid,“IfIbuyworthofhundredsofthousandsofgoods,butstilldon’tgetthisbag?

ThenamIabigmistake?”

Thesalesman’sexpressionwasalittlenervousinaninstant,butitsoonreturnedtonormal.Hesmiled

andsaid,“Sir,ifyouhavepurchasedthatgoodsbutstillcan’thavethebag,theonlypossibilityisthat

someonehasallocatedmoregoodsthanyou.”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Yourkindofoperationiscompletelyhidden.Doesanyonedispensemorethan

me?It’sentirelyuptoyoutosayitwithonemouth,andyouwon’tshowmeanydata.HowcanIbelieve

you?”

SeeingthatCharliewasaggressive,thesalesmanfeltthatCharliehadnomoneytocometofindfun,so

hesneeredandsaid,“Sorrysir,thisisourrule.Nomatterhowmuchmoneyyouarematched,youmust

followtheruleswehavemade.Therefore,ifyouwanttobuythisbag,youhavetoaccumulateacertain

amountofconsumptionquota,otherwise,pleasetakealookatotherbrandsthatdonotneedtobe



dispensed.”

Mostluxurybrandssellwell.

Theynotonlyhavestrongobservationability,butalsohaveagoodunderstandingofcustomer

psychology.

Moreimportantly,manyofthemdonothavethebasicintegritythatsalesshouldhaveatall.

Forexample,thedistributionmarketofthisBokin30handbagthatClairewantstobuyrangesfromtens

ofthousandstohundredsofthousandsacrossthecountry.

Thereasonforsuchalargespanisthatsomesalesmenalwayswanttomaximizetheirbenefitswhen

theyseepeopletakedishes.

Ifyouarefamiliarwiththemandhavebeenflatteringthem,givingthemgiftsandkickbacks,theywill

giveadefiniteamountofdistribution.Aslongasthecustomerhasenoughgoodsinthisamount,they

cansellhimabaghewants.

However,onceyoumeetstrangeguests,manysalesmenwillplayeachotherasmonkeysinaccordance

withtheprincipleofcheatingonebyone.

Sometimeago,inaspecialtystoreinafamousluxurymall,therewasaconsumerwhopulledbanners

toprotest,becausehewastrickedbythesalespersonintomatchingmorethan200,000worthofgoods.

Asaresult,afterpayingthebill,thesalesmantoldhimthathecouldnotgivethebag.

Toputitbluntly,hewasfooledbythesalesmanasamonkey.

Thereasonwhysalesdothisisthatluxurystoresareverypopular.



Forexample,thisbrand’sbagsareverypopularandthepricepremiumisveryhigh,buttheirother

accessoriesarereallyuglyyetexpensive.

Agauzescarforbeltevencosttensofthousandsofyuan.Sometimesacolorfulcoatcansellfor70,000

to80,000yuanorevenhundredsofthousands.

Suchgoodsarealmostdifficulttosellwhenplacedinthestore,whichisabsolutelyunsalable.

Therefore,thestoremustrelyonthiswayofdistributiontoselltheseunsalablegoodstogether.

Andforsales,thecommissionforsellinghot-sellingproductsisverylow,orevennot.

However,thecommissionforsellingunsalablegoodsisveryhigh,sotheytrytheirbesttoget

consumerstodistributemoregoods,andevendosomedeceptivethings.

AlthoughClairedidn’tknowmuchabouttheroutinesoftheseluxurybrands,healsofiguredoutthe

tasteatthismomentandfeltthatthesalespersonmightnotbeatease,soshesaidtoCharlie,“Husband,

whydon’twegotoanotherstore?”

Charlieshookhisheadandsaidwithasmile,“YoualsoknowthatKellyWestlikeisthisbrand.Ifyougive

awayotherbrands,shemaynotlikeitatall.Inthatcase,it’sbetternottogiveit.”
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Withthat,Charliepattedthebackofherhandandsaidwithasmile,“Don’tworry,I’lldomybesttoget

thatbag.”

ThenCharlielookedatthesalesmanandsmiledandsaid,“Okay,seeingthatyourbossisaboutto

becomemycustomer,Ishouldalsotakecareofhisbusiness.”



WhatCharliesaidabouttheirbosswasBernardElnowhohadjustincludedthebrandinhispockets.

Thegodfatherofluxurygoods,nowtheownerofmorethanhalfoftheluxurybrandsintheworld,is

worthmorethanonetrillionyuan.

Interestingly,theoldmanjustarrivedinAurousHilltoday.Hewastheonewhospentalotofmoneyto

wintheShangri-LaHotelpresidentialsuite.

However,thesalesmancouldnotexpectthatwhatCharliesaidwasthebossoftheirbrand.

HealsothoughtthatthebossCharliesaidwastheirstoremanager.

HearingCharlie’swords,heguessedthatCharliemustbebluffing.Beforethat,manypeoplecametothe

storetobuythingsandoftensaidthattheyknewtheirstoremanagerortheirregionalmanagerinorder

toallocatelessgoods,butmostofthepeoplewhosaidthiswereliars.

Sohesaidwithsomedisdain,“Sorry,ourstoremanagerhaslongsaidthatitdoesn’tworkwellunlesshe

comesouttoreceivehiminperson.Doyouknowourstoremanager.Doyouwantmetocallhimover?”

Afterlisteningtoit,Charliesuddenlylaughedhoarsely.

Itseemsthatpeopleinthislowposition,eveniftheywearfiveorsixpeople,canonlymuddlealongin

thelowerposition.

Thesalesmanactuallythoughtthatthe“boss”hesaidwastheirstoremanager,whichshowedthatthe

patternofthispersonwasreallypitiful.



SoCharliewavedhishandandsaidwithasmile,“No,noneed.I’mnottalkingaboutyourstore

manager.”

Withthat,Charliewastoolazytocontinuetosaymore,sohewavedhishandandcasuallysaid,“Come

on,givemeamilliongoodsfirst,andpickupallthebatchesthatcan’tbesoldinyourstore!”

WhenthesalesmanheardCharliesayhewantedtomatchamilliongoods,hewasstunnedand

subconsciouslyasked,“Sir,doyoumeantomakefunofme?”

Infact,thedistributionpriceofthisbagisabout200,000yuan.

Aslongasyoudon’tencounterparticularlytrickysalesmen,evenifyouareastrangerwhohasnever

boughtanythinginthisstore,aslongasyoucanget200,000yuan,youcangetthebag.

ButassoonasCharliecameup,hesaidthathewouldpurchasegoodsworthmillions,whichreally

exceededthemarketprice.

Inotherwords,evenifthesesalesmenwanttocheatpeople,theydarenotcheatsuchahighamount.

Seeingthathewasdumbfounded,Charliesaidwithasmile,“Idon’thavethesparetimetobringmy

wifeheretomakefunofyou.Icangetenoughforamilliongoods,butthereisonlyonerequirement.

YoutakeoutthebagIwantandsettleitwiththemilliongoods.”

Thesalesmanwassuddenlyalittleexcitedandquicklysaid,“Thenwaitamoment,I’llprepare!”

Withthat,heshookhisorchidfingerandranexcitedlyintothewarehousebehindhim.

Clairesaidatthistime,“Husband,you’recrazy.You’respendingmillionjusttobuyabagonlyworthof

200,000yuan.This…It’stooexpensive…”



Charliesmiledmysteriouslyandsaid,“Wife,I’mnotcrazy.Ijustwanttoseizethisgoodopportunityto

makemoney.Don’tworry,everypennyIallocatetodayisaninvestment.Beforetonight,Icanevenearn

moneywithprofit.”

Clairelookedconfusedandcouldn’tunderstandwhatCharliesaidthathecouldmakemoneywithprofit.

However,sheknowsCharlie’sroutineverywell.SinceCharliesaidso,itisdefinitelynotgroundless.

Therefore,shecouldn’thelpaskingCharlie,“Husband,doyouthinkthatsalesmanwoulddeliberately

cheatusinthismatter?”

Charliecurledhislipsandsmiled,“Iwon’tsayitangrily.What’shisnameagain?Vivian?Howdareyou

thinkthiskindofguycanbe?”
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WhenClaireheardthis,shecouldn’tresistfrowningherlipsandlaughing.

Shealsoknewthatthereweremanyveryfemininemeninthefashioncircle,andthissituationhas

becomemorecommoninrecentyears,soshedidn’tbelievetherewasanythingabnormal.

However,itisveryrareforamantogivehimselfawoman’snameinEnglish.

Atthetime,thesalesmanwaslookingforsomethinginthewarehouse,whichhasbeenoutofstockfor

yearsandhasnooldstocktosell.

Some,includingthestoreinventorywhenitopenedsevenoreightyearsago,havenotbeensold.



Immediately,heputallthisstockintothreebigboxesandtookoutthreeboxesonebyonewith

difficulty.

HecarefullyplacedthesethreelargeboxesinfrontofCharlie,withrespect,andsaidwithasmile,“Sir,

look.Thereareover996,000worthofproductshere.Thereisnomoretobeallocatedandthisis

enough.”

Charliesmiled,nodded,andsaidsmilingly,“It’snicetothinkthatyougavemeafewthousandyuan

discount?”

ThesellerthoughtCharliesaidsomethingironicandshylysaid,“Sir,ifyouthinkthisproductistoomuch,

youcanactuallycancelsomeofthem,orI’llbringyouaround200,000yuan?”

Charliehurriedlywavedhishand,“Don’tdothat!I’lltakeit!“

Ashesaid,Charlieturnedaroundtheproductandfoundthatmanyproductswerepackedwiththick

dust,hesmiledandsaid,“I’mheretogoantiquesshoppingtoday.Therearesomanygoodstuff.Wrapit

allupforme.Also,bringthebagIwantandI’llpaythebilltogether.”

Thesalesmanquicklysaid,“Sorry,Ijustpickedthisstuffupnow,Iwasn’tabletobringtheBirkin30,wait

aminute,I’llbringittoyou!”

Afterspeaking,hehurriedbackintothewarehouseandfoundasquareorangebox.Then,infrontof

CharlieandClaire,hecarefullyopenedthebox,thentookthebagoutandhandeditovertoCharlie.In

hishands,hekindlysaid,“Looksir,thisisthemostpopulargreycoloroftheyear.Thisisthemost

soughtaftercolorinthisseries.Ifyouactuallyboughttheproductboxtogether,thisbagwillbeyours.”

CharlieaskedClaire,“Wife,isthisokay?”

ClairewasstillalittleunsureandaskedCharlie,“Myhusband,whatdidyoujustsay…isittrue?”



CharlieknewthatwhatClaireaskedwashesaidthatdistributionofgoodscanmakemoney,sohe

smiledsincerely,“Mywife,don’tworry,I’msureaboutthis.”

Afterthat,heaskedClaireagain,“Wife,areyousatisfiedwiththisbag?”

Clairenoddedalittleandsaid,“Thebagisprettygood…”

Charlienodded,cutitoffandsaid,“It’senoughifthebagisgoodenough.Youdon’thavetoworryabout

anythingelse.”

Afterthat,heimmediatelysaidtothesalesman,“Comeon,I’mpayingitalltogether!”

Salesalittleoverloadedwithexcitementandhandsshakingforawhile.

Hedidn’treallythinkheactuallymetthesupergianttoday.

Backintheday,richpeopleusedtospendalotofmoneytobuystuff,buttheywereallverysmart.

Byallowingthemtodistributemerchandise,theywilltrytokeepthedistributionquotaaslowas

possible.

Andtheyalsohaveafewtermsforassetstheydistribute,alltheywantistohavegoodenoughliquidity.

Nobodywantstobuythisoldandusedproductatthebottomofthepressbox.

Ifnot,theseitemscan’tbeleftunusedforseveralyears.



Thelongerthedowntimeoftheproductinthisstore,thehigherthecommissionlevel.
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Thus,Charlieboughthimnearlyonemillionitemsthatcannotbesoldtoday,andwhenhissalaryispaid

nextmonth,hispersonalincreasecouldgeneratearound300,000.

Hecouldwin300,000injusttenminutes,whichisunthinkableforhim.

Soheimmediatelyputonaveryflatteringfaceandsaidwithrespect,“Sir,becausewehavemany

products,wehavetocheckonebyoneatthereception.Justsitrighthere.I’llbringyoutwobottlesof

water,pleasewaitawhile.Oncetheinventoryiscomplete,Iwilltakethemachineandtheproductlist

toconfirmthecreditcardwithyou.”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“I’vebeenhereforsolong,andyoufinallyhavethestatusasalesmanshould

have.“

ThesalesmanknewthatCharliewasmakingfunofhim,butforthesakeofmoney,thisironyisnothing

tohim.

Sohelaughedwithhimandsaid,“Oh,I’msorry.Imaybealittleunfriendlyatthemoment,butyoucan

restassuredthatfromnowonyouwillbeourmainVIPinthisstore.Youcanaddmychataccountlater.

Inthefuture,ifyouneedanystyleofbags,youcanletmeknowbeforehand,Iwillhelpyoufindit!Ifyou

cometothestore,letmeknowbeforehand,Iwillimmediatelyreserveaparkingspotforyouatthe

door,andyouwalkin,youdon’tneedtolineupliketoday.”

Charliedidn’tbotherspendingmoretimetalkingtohim,smiledalittleandsaid,“Okay,quicklywritethe

list,grabthepostmachineandcometometogivethecard.Ihavealotofthingsandtimeisvery

precious.”



Thesalesmanquicklynoddedandsaidrespectfully,“Sir,waitaminute,I’lldoitforyou.”

Tenminuteslater,thesalesmanhurriedwithPOSmachinesandalargelistofproducts.

WhenhearrivedatCharlie,hekneltnexttoCharlieandrespectfullysaid,“Sir,look.Thedistributionis

996.520yuan.Thisbagcosts168.888yuanandit’s1,165.408yuanintotal.Pleaseconfirmthedetails

andifthereisnoproblemwithit,youcanswipethecard.”

Charliecasuallysaid,“Noneedtoconfirm,justswipethecard.”

AnywayCharlieissuedabankcardandhandedittohim.

“Nice!“Thesalesmanwassohappythatherespectfullyreceivedthebankcardwithbothhandsand

rushedtoputthenumberintothePOSmachine.

Aftersweepingthecard,Charlieenteredthepassword,andthenthePOSmachineringshardandthe

cardswipingreceiptisprinted.

Oncethisreceiptwaswritten,itprovesthatthetransactionhasbeensuccessfullycompleted.

Atthetime,thesellerwasveryexcitedandsaidwithextremerespect,“Sir,you’retrulythemost

generousandarrogantcustomerI’veevermet!“

“Yes.”Charlienoddedandrelaxedlysmiled,“Tobuybagsofmorethan100,000yuan,withalmost1

millionitems,isstupid,IthinkIwillbetheonlyoneinthiscountry.”

Thesalesmansecretlythinks,“You’reright…stupid,thoughtyouweretheonlyoneintheworld.”



Howdarehesaythatthough?

Sohecanonlysmileandsay,“Sir,Ibelievethatrichpeoplelikeyou,whohavetasteandhobbies,spend

moneyforpleasureandpursuitofquality.Youwillnevertakethislittlethingintoyourheart.Andyou

canbesurethatstartingnow,everytimeyoubuyabagfromme,Iwilldefinitelyfightforthelowest

distributionquotationforyou!”

Charlieanecdotallysaid,“Okay,youdon’thavetoslapmehere,packalltheseproductsforme,andask

twopeopletohelpmegetitinthecar.”
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HearingCharlie’sorder,thesalesmansaidquickly,“Okaysir,waitaminute,I’llcallafewcolleaguesto

help!”

Afterall,hehurriedlygatheredafewcolleagues,eachcarryingafewhugepackagingbags,andleftwith

CharlieandClaire.

Afterputtingeverythinginthebackofthecar,thesalesmanhurriedlyaskedCharlie,“Sir,pleaseaddme

tochataccountonline.Wecancommunicateonlineifwehaveanythinginthefuture.”

Charliewavedhishand,“No,Iwon’tcomebacktoyourstoreinthefuture.”

Afterthat,heignoredthestunnedsalesmanandsaidtoClaire,“Wife,let’sgo.”

Clairenoddedlightly,andgotintotheco-pilot.



Charliestartedthecarandleftthemalldirectly.

Afterthecarcameout,Clairecouldn’thelpaskingCharlie,“Husband,youjustsaidthatyoucanmake

moneyfromallthesethingsyoubuywiththegoods.Isittrue?”

“Ofcourseit’strue.”Charliesmiledandsaid,“Whendidyourhusbandlietoyou?”

Afterthat,heaskedClaire,“Wife,whereareyougoingnow?Shouldyougotothecompanyorlookfor

thatKellyWest?”

Clairethoughtforawhile,andsaid,“IhaveselectedthegiftsforKelly,butIhaven’tthoughtaboutthe

giftsforMissLavigne.MissLavigneisaladyofabigfamily.Iguessitlookslikethiskindofluxury.She

can’tevenlookdownonit,soIhaven’tfiguredoutwhatIshouldgiveher.”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Youdon’thavetoworryaboutthis,haven’tIalreadysaidit?Afterafewdays,I

willinvitehertodinner,andIwillfindawaytopaybackherfavor.”

Clairesaidwithasadface,“IthinkMissLavignehashelpedmesomuch.Ifwejustinvitedhertodinner,

Iwouldfeelsorryforit.”

Charlienoddedandsaidwithasmile,“Don’tworry,mywife,yourhusbandknowsinmyheart.You

don’thavetoworryaboutthis.”

“Okay…”Clairenoddedandsaidgratefully,“Thankyou,husband…Thankstoyouforallthesethings…”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Isn’tthiswhathusbandshoulddo?”



Afterspeaking,Charliesaidagain,“YouwillgivethepresenttoKellyWesttoday,andaboutMissLavigne,

youdon’thavetoworryabouther.”

Claireasked,“Husband,ifIgotogiveKellyWestagiftnow,MissLavignewillnotfeeluncomfortable

afterseeingit?”

“No.”Charliesaidwithasmile,“Youalsosaidthatsheistheeldestladyofabigfamily,howcanshecare

aboutthisthing?Besides,ifyoudon’tgivehersomething,shewillfeelateaseinherheart.Onthe

contrary,ifyougivehersomething,shewillbeunreliable.”

CharliewasveryawareofMichaelaJoules’offensiveonhumanrelations,andwhatshewantedwas

nothingmorethantoimpressherselfwithallkindsofhumanfeelings,ortomakeherselffeelthatshe

couldn’tsaveface.

IfClairereallygaveheragiftatthistime,shewouldprobablycollapseonthespot,becauseitmeant

thatallhereffortswereinvain.

ButifClaireonlygaveKellyWestgiftsbutnother,shemustknowthatCharliehadalreadyplannedto

paybackthefavorClaireowedher.

Infact,CharliehadtoadmitthatMichaelaJouleswasindeedabitlevel.

Hecouldseethroughthiskindofconspiracyofconstantlygivingfavors,butwhenitcametothispoint,

hewasreallyembarrassedanddidn’trespond.

BecausethatwouldmakehiswifeClairefeelowedinherheart.
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Therefore,Charliealreadyhadageneralplaninhisheart.AslongasMichaelaJouleshasnobad



thoughtsabouthiswife,andhergrandfatherFerdieJoulesfailedtogettheRejuvenationPillatthe

auction,thenhewouldgiveherhalfofLife-SavingPilltosavehergrandfather.

Halfalife-savingpillcanatleastmakehergrandpaliveoneortwoyearslonger.

ThiswillnotonlyrepayClaire’sfavor,itwillalsoallowFerdieJoulestolivefortwomoreyears,anditwill

alsoallowhimtobemoreandmorecourageousinthenexttwoyearsoftheRejuvenationPillauction.

ClairewasalittleignorantofCharlie’swords,butoutoftrustinhim,shedidn’thaveanydoubts.

SoshesaidtoCharlie,“Husband,youcansendmetotheAurousHillInternationalHotel.KellyWestand

MissLavignearestayingthere.IwillgiveKellyWestthegiftfirst.”

“Okay.”Charlienoddedandsaidwithasmile,“IwillsendyoutoAurousHillInternationalHotel,andI

willdealwiththisbatchofgoods.”

……

AfterCharliesentClaireaway,heimmediatelydrovetoShangri-LaHotel.

OnthewaytoShangri-LaHotel,Charliecalledhisoldfather-in-lawJacob.Assoonasheconnected,

Charlieaskedhim,“Dad,canyoustillcontactZachary,whospecializesinsellingantiquesonAntique

Street?”

Jacobsaidangrily,“Don’tmentionthatZachary.Before,Icollectedsomegoodthingsandlookedforhim

severaltimes.Heplayedwithmeanddisappeared.Later,heevenchangedhismobilephonenumber.I

heardthatthismanisstillbuyingandsellingantiquesonthestreet,butIcan’tfindhim,it’sdamn

weird.”



Charliecouldn’thelplaughing,andjoked,“ThenIguessZacharyisavoidingyoudeliberately.”

Jacobaskedback,“Thenwhydoyousayheishidingfromme?Ihaven’tprovidedhimwithgoodthings.”

Charliesaid,“Zacharywouldhavetopayabigpriceforthetatteredpairyoubought.Ifyoucomeandgo,

thelittlemoneyZacharymadebycheatingalmostgoesintoyourpocket.”

Buthedidn’tsaymore,hesmiledandsaid,“IguessthisZacharyisalittlebitconfused.I’llfindsomeone

elsetoinquireabouthim.”

Jacobaskedcuriously,“Charlie,whyareyoulookingforZachary?”

Charliesaidcasually,“Oh,afriendwantedtobuysomeantiques,soIthoughtofhim.”

Jacobhurriedlysaid,“Zacharydoesn’thaveanygoodthingsinhishands.Youmightaswellaskyour

friendtobuythematMooreGroup’sAntiquecollections.Thethingstherearestillrelativelyhigh-end.”

“Okay.”Charlieagreedcasually,andsaid,“ThenIwillgoandhangupfirst,Dad.”

Afterhangingupthecall,CharliecalledDonAlbert.

Assoonasthephonewasconnected,hecommanded,“DonAlbert,youaskyourlittlebrothertogoto

AntiqueStreettofindmeaguynamedZachary,andsaythatIhavesomethingtodowithhim,andask

himtocometoShangri-LaHoteltoseemewithallhisfakeantiques.”

DonAlbertdidn’tunderstandwhatCharliemeant,butheimmediatelyagreedandsaid,“Okay,Master

Wade,waitamoment,I’llletsomeonefindhim.”



DonAlbert’ssubordinatesarelocatedinallwalksoflifeandeverycornerofAurousHill.Thehugely

profitablemarketlikeAntiqueStreetisevenmoreindispensableforhissubordinatestogetinvolved.

Therefore,withacallfromDonAlbert,theleaderwhospecializesinAntiqueStreetimmediatelywentto

thestreetandfoundZacharywhowassettingupastall.

ZacharywasnotafraidofanyoneinAurousHill,onlyJacob,soseeingthebossofAntiqueStreet

approaching,notonlywashenotafraid,buthegreetedenthusiastically,“HowcomeRonyhastimeto

visitmybooth?”

ThemanknownasRony,whosefullnameisRonyTodd,isasubordinateofCeasar,oneofDonAlbert’s

FourHeavenlyKings.

HissiteisaroundAntiqueStreet.SmallvendorslikeZacharywholiketocheatpeoplehavetorelyon

RonyToddtocoverhimonweekdaystoavoidbeingbeaten.

RonyToddlookedatZacharyandasked,“Zachary,letmeaskyou,doyouknowMasterWade?”
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“MasterWade?”Zacharyshrankhisneck,andthefirstpictureinhismindwasthinkinghowpowerful

Charliewas.

Sohequicklyasked,“BrotherRony,you…doyouknowMasterWade?”

RonyToddarchedhishandandsaid,“MasterWadeismyBoss’Master,DonAlbert,whoisvery

respected.AlthoughmysmallcharacterhasbeenwithMasterWadeforalongtime,Ihaven’thada

chancetomeetMasterWade.”

Zacharycouldn’thelpbutlaughedwhenheheardthewordsthathavebeenalong-timerelationship



withCharlie,andsaid,“Puff.”

Seeingthis,RonyToddslappedhimontheheadandcursed,“Whatthehellareyoulaughingat!Isthere

aproblemwithadmiringMasterWade?”

Zacharyhurriedlysaid,“BrotherRony,youmusthavenoprobleminadmiringMasterWade.Theterm

“long-timefriendship”isinappropriatetousehere.Itappliestotwopeoplewhohavesimilaridentities,

status,andstyles…”

WhenRonyToddheardthis,hehurriedlysaid,“Ifit’sdone,don’tsayit.Ihavenothingtosayexceptfor

admiringMasterWade!”

Ashesaid,helookedatZacharyandsaid,“But,Zachary,youoldboy!YouevenknowMasterWade!

MasterWadejustaskedDonAlberttosendsomeonetolookforyou,sayingthathewaslookingfor

you!”

Zacharyaskedinsurprise,“MasterWadehassomethingtodowithme?BrotherRony,areyoukidding

me?”

RonyToddcursedandsaid,“DidIcametomakeajokewithyou?”

Withthatsaid,RonyToddpointedtothepileoffakeantiquesonhisboothandurged,“Hurryupand

packallyourthings,andIwilltakeyoutoseeMasterWade!”

Zacharysaidhurriedlyandeagerly,“Okay,okay,BrotherRony,waitamoment,I’llpackitup!”

Soon,Zacharytookthepileoffakeantiques,andfollowedRonyToddtoShangri-LaHotelassoonas

possible.



AssoonasthecararrivedatthegateofShangri-LaHotel,itwasstoppedbythemastersofDragonHall.

DonAlbertimmediatelysteppedforwardtocommunicateandbroughtZacharyin.

EvenifCharliepersonallysaidthathehassomethingtodowithZachary,thesoldiersoftheDragonHall

didaverydetailedsecuritycheckforZacharyandallthethingshecarriedwithhim,andonlyletDon

Albertmakesurehehadnoproblems.

ZacharyisusuallyasmallvendorwhobegsforfoodinAntiqueStreet.Hehasnoskillorstrength.

WhenencounteringRonyToddonAntiqueStreet,hehadtonodhisheadandbowhisheadandlook

flattery.NowthatheseesthebigmanDonAlbert,heisevenmorenervous.

Seeingthathealwaysstumbleswhilewalking,DonAlbertcouldn’thelpbuturged,“Isaid,brother,you

shouldhurryup,whatareyoudoing?”

Zacharyhurriedafewstepsandaskednervously,“DonAlbert,Ihaveadmiredyouforalongtime,and

haveneverhadachancetomeetyou…”

DonAlbertwavedhishandandsaid,“YouknowMasterWade,it’smoreimportantthanknowingme.

Don’tworry,IwillsayhellotoCeasaraftertodayandlethislittlebrothertakecareofyouinAntique

Street.”

AssoonasZacharyheardthis,hewassuddenlyoverwhelmedwithexcitement,andhurriedlybowed

andsaid,“Thankyousomuch,DonAlbert!”

DonAlberthurriedlysaid,“Don’tthankme.Ifyouwanttothanksomeone,youhavetothankMaster

Wade,IamtotallydoingthisforMasterWade’sface.”



“Yes,yes!”Zacharyhurriedlysaid,“Thankyou,MasterWade!Thankyou,DonAlbert!”
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Afterthat,hequicklyasked,“DonAlbert,whatisthematterwithMasterWadelookingforme?Ihave

beendoingthingsinmydutyrecently,andtobehonest,Ihaven’tdoneanydeceptiveactivities…”

DonAlberturged,“MasterWadeislookingforyouforagoodthing.Youwillunderstandbyfollowing

mequickly!”

Zacharybreathedasighofreliefnow,notnervous,evenwalkingalotlighter.

HefollowedDonAlbertandcametoIsaacCameron’soffice.Assoonashewalkedin,hesawCharlie

sittingonthesofa,soheimmediatelysaidflatly,“MasterWade,it’sbeenalongtimesinceIsawyou.

Howareyoudoing?”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Zachary,Iheardmyfather-in-lawsaythathetriedtofindyouseveraltimesbut

couldn’tfindyou.IthoughtyouwerenolongerinAurousHill.”

Zacharysaidawkwardlyandsomewhatscared,“MasterWade,it’snotthatIdeliberatelyavoidedyour

father-in-law,butthatyourfather-in-lawisreallynotsuitableforantiques.SincethattimeIboughthim

afakeitemfor500,000yuan.Allofasudden,notonlyhisself-confidencefilled,buthealsobuysblindly

everywhere.Tobehonest,ifanyoneusesabrushtodrawapictureofanOlympicandlietohimthatitis

TangBohu’soriginalwork,Ithinkhewillbuyitwithoutanydoubt…’’

Speakingofthis,Zacharyhurriedlysaidagain,“That’swhyIdeliberatelyavoidedhim.Ijusthopethathe

canquitthisbusinesssoon…”

Immediatelyafterwards,Zacharysaidinadmiration,“Iheardthatyourfather-in-lawisnowthe

executivevicepresidentofthePaintingandCalligraphyAssociation.Don’tyousaythisismuchbetter

thanrunningtotheAntiqueStreeteveryday?”



Charlielaughed,noddedslightly,andsaid,“Yes,Zachary,youcanspeakwell,butithasn’tdiminishedat

all.”

Zacharywipedhissweat,andsaidmodestly,“MasterWade,youareabsurdlypraised.Comparedwith

you,Iamjustaclownwhomakesalivingbydeceivingtouristsfromothercities,andI’mnotevena

fart…“

Charliewavedhishandandsaid,“Okay,don’tunderestimateyourself.”

Afterspeaking,Charlieaskedagain,“Zachary,Irememberthatyouareverywell-informed.ThenIask

you,doyouknowwhat’sgoingoninAurousHillinthenextfewdays?”

Zacharyhurriedlysaid,“MasterWade,Iheardsomerumorsbefore,butbecauseIcouldn’tconfirmit,I

didn’ttakeittooseriously.Butafterseeingyouheretoday,Icanprobablybesurethatthisistrue.”

Speakingofthis,ZacharyaskedCharliecautiously,“MasterWade,areyouaskingaboutthe

RejuvenationPillauction?”

“That’sright.”Charlienoddedandaskedwithasmile,“YoualsoknowtheRejuvenationpills?”

Zacharyhurriedlysaid,“MasterWade!AsearlyastheMoorefamily’soldPatriarchpassedhisbirthday,I

heardaboutthemagicoftheRejuvenationpill.Later,atMissMoore’sbirthday,TravisLanealsoshota

rejuvenationpillattheMoorefamily.Ihaveheardaboutthisthingallovertheworld.Atthattime,I

knewthatthismustbeMasterWade’sdoing.Afterall,inthisworld,youonlyhavesuchmagical

powers!”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Sinceyouknowabouttheauction,thenIwon’thideitwithyou.Later,youand

Iwilllietoanoldforeignman.Let’splaytogether.Doublereed,howdoIact,youjustfollowmeto

cooperate,doyouunderstand?”



Zacharyhurriedlyasked,“MasterWade,doyouhaveanyscriptsorthelike,letmeseeitfirst?”

“No.”Charliewavedhishand,“Afteryougo,itdependsonmywayofimprovisation.”

Zacharysaidnervously,“MasterWade…this…thisimprovisation…I’mafraidthatifIdon’tperformwell,it

willruinyourbigbusiness!”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Zachary,withyourcleverness,thislittlethingisdefinitelynotaproblem,you

canuseyoursuccessstrengthswhenyoucheatedonAntiqueStreet,andthismatterisbasically

settled!”
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WhenZacharyheardthis,hisheartsuddenlyrelaxedalot.

Hedoesn’thaveanyotherabilities,buthehastheabilitytoreacttochangesandspeakup,andheis

veryexperienced.

Afterall,herelyonhisbrainandmouthtodohisjob.

Sometimeswhenyouencounteratouristwhoisnotverysmart,youcancheattheotherparty’smoney

intoyourpocketwithathree-to-fivesuccess.

Butsometimesifyouencountersmartertourists,Zachary’sflickerskillscanusuallybesuccessfullywon.



So,heimmediatelysaidtoCharlieconfidently,“MasterWade,don’tworry,Iwillusemylifelongskills…

Ohno…Imustuseallmyskillstohelpyougetthisdone!”

Charlienoddedandaskedhim,“YoubroughteverythingIaskedyoutobring,right?”

Zacharyhurriedlypointedtothebigbagofthingshehadbrought,andsaiddiligently,“MasterWade,

don’tworry,everythingishere.”

Charliestoodupandsaidwithasmile,“Okay,takeallyourthingswithme.”

Atthismoment,BernardElno,inhisseventies,issulkingonthesofainthePresidentialSuiteofShangri-

LaHotel.

AlthoughhewasoncetherichestmanintheworldontheForbeslist,heisnotgenerous.

TostayinthePresidentialSuiteatShangri-LaHotel,theroomchargeforthreedaysactuallycost6

million.ThiskindofbehaviorofslashingtheguestswithaknifemadeBernardElnoveryannoyed.

Youknow,forapresidentialsuiteatthelevelofAurousHillShangri-LaHotel,theretailpriceunder

normalcircumstanceswillnotexceed20,000to30,000aday,andthepricewillonlybelowerifitis

discountedoccasionally.

Therefore,thehousingpricesinthesethreedayshavealmostdoubledbyafactorof100.

BernardElnocansayresponsiblythatitisdefinitelythemostexpensivepresidentialsuiteintheworld,

notoneofthem.



Becausehewasslaughteredfortoomuchmoney,theoldmansatonthesofaandkeptcomplainingto

hisbutler,“It’ssuchasmallplaceforapresidentialsuiteofafive-starhotel,daretosellitsoexpensive.

EvenDubai’sseven-starBurjAlArabhotel,thepriceofthetop-levelpresidentialsuiteislessthanone-

tenthofthis,andthepresidentialsuitethereismuchbetterthanhereintermsofsizeanddecoration…”

Thebutlersaidhelplessly,“Sir,don’tyouunderstandtheirway?Itisnothingmorethantryingtoborrow

everyone’senthusiasmforthisRejuvenationpillanddesperatelymakingafortune!Saidthatthehouse

priceissoexpensive,andeverylaundryischargedfortenthousandeurosareconsideredasbanditsand

robbersintheMiddleAges,andtheyarenotasviciousastheyare.”

BernardElnonoddedslightly,andsaidwithanunhappyexpression,“ForthesakeofRejuvenationpill,I

canonlybearitforawhile.”

Thebutlerhurriedlyasked,“Sir,isthisRejuvenationpillreallythatmagical?”

“Ofcourse.”BernardElnosaidseriously,“TheNordicroyalfamilyhasdisclosedallthemedicalrecords

oftheoldqueenintheupperclass.Theoldqueenhasbeenpoisonedforalongtime,andthetoxin

contentinthebodyhasbeenveryhigh.Thepersoninchargeofmymedicalteamisveryserious.After

evaluatingallmedicalrecords,Ithinkthatinthatcase,evenifthebestmedicalteamintheworldis

broughttogether,itisimpossibletosaveher,butsheonlytookasmallpartoftheRejuvenationpill,and

thetoxinsinherbodywerecompletelyeliminated.Thebodyfunctionhasalsobeenveryobviously

improved,thisisveryremarkable!”
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Withthatsaid,BernardElnosaidwithalookoffascination,“AsmallpartofRejuvenationPillhassucha

powerfuleffect.Ican’timaginewhatkindofmiraculouseffectawholeRejuvenationPillwillbring…”

Thebutlernoddedgentlyandsaid,“SincetheNorthernEuropeanroyalfamilyhasreleasedthemedical

recordsoftheoldqueen,IamafraidthatthehighsocietyinEuropeisveryeagerfortheRejuvenation

Pill.Theauctionisthedayaftertomorrow,thecompetitionmaybeextremelyfierce.”

BernardElnocoughedafewtimes,andsaidweakly,“Ican’tmanagethatmuchanymore.Thetwo



lobectomyprocedureshavealreadycausedaseriousdeclineinmyphysicalfitness.Ifthiscontinues,I

maynotliveforfiveyears.SothisRejuvenationpill,Iamdeterminedtowinit!”

Withthat,BernardElnoadded,“Theorganizer’sarrangementthistimeisalsoverycunning.Theyfirst

divideaRejuvenationpillintofour,andauctionthesefourRejuvenationpillsonthespot,anditwillalso

maketheauctionsuccessful.Thewinnerwilltakeitonthespot.Bythen,Iwillhavetheopportunityto

witnesstheactualeffectoftheRejuvenationpill.Ifaquarteroftherejuvenationpillcanhaveobvious

effects,thenIcanbemoreassuredtobidforthefinalfinaleoftheRejuvenationPill!”

BernardElnosufferedfromearlystagelungcancerseveralyearsago.Becauseitwasdiscoveredearly,

thedoctorperformedalobectomyandremovedoneofhisfivelunglobes.

Whathedidn’texpectwasthatonlytwoyearslater,hefoundalungtumoragain,soonthedoctor’s

recommendation,heperformedasecondlobectomy.

Now,althoughthetumorinhisbodyhasbeencompletelyremoved,healsolosttwolunglobes,which

greatlyreducedhisphysicalcondition.

Moreover,BernardElnoalsohastoworryaboutthecomebackofcancercells.Afterall,hehasalready

relapsedonce.Ifhedoesitagain,hemaynolongerbeabletouseresectionasaradicalcureandcan

onlychoosepalliativetherapy.Inthatcase,hislifespanwillalsobegreatlyreduced.

Sothistime,heisalsoboundtowintheRejuvenationPill.

Atthismoment,thedoorbellrangsuddenlyintheroom.

BernardElno’sbutlerimmediatelygotupandwenttothedoortoopenagap.

Atthistime,standingoutsidethedoorweretwomen,onetallandoneshort.



ThetalleroneisCharlie,andtheshorteroneisZachary.

ThehousekeepersawthatCharliewasnotwearingtheclothesofawaiter,soheaskedinsurprise,

“Whoareyou?”

Charliesaidlightly,“Iamthebusinessdirectoroftheauctionorganizer.TherearesomethingsthatI

needtocomeoverandtalktoMr.Elno.”

Thebutleraskedsuspiciously,“Howdoyouprovethatyouareastaffmember?Doyouhaverelevant

documents?”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Youmusthaveseenitwhenyoucamehere.NowtheentireShangri-LaHotelis

undermartiallaw.Itisimpossibletoenterwithoutinternalstaff,andIwillnothideitfromyou.Icame

herethistimetorepresentthebosshere,andthereareveryimportantthingsthatmustbe

communicatedtoMr.Elnoinadvance,otherwiseitwillaffectMr.Elno’sparticipationintheauctionthe

dayaftertomorrow.”

WhenthebutlerheardCharliesaythis,theguardinhisheartdissipatedalot.

Whentheycame,theydidseethesecurityworkofthehotel.Everypassengerwhocameinhadtocheck

theirluggage,doafullsetofsecuritychecksandcheckin.Itwasindeedverystrict.Ifitweren’tforthe

staff,itwouldbeimpossibletogetin.

So,heopenedthedoorandbroughtthetwoin.Atthesametime,heintroducedtoBernardElnoonthe

sofa,“Sir,thesetwoarethestaffoftheauction.Theysaidthattheyhaveimportantthingstotellyou.”

BernardElnonoddedslightly,seeingCharlieandZachary,onewithhisheadheldupandhisexpression

indifferent,andtheotherwithalittlenervousness,soheguessedthatthetallCharliemustbethe

personincharge.



SohelookedatCharlieandsaid,“Mr.,ifyouhaveanything,pleasetellmestraight.”
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CharlielookedatBernardElnoandsmiledslightly,“Mr.Elno,ourbossaskedmetocomeand

recommendsomeChineseantiquebookstoyou.Lookatwhatyouaremoreinterestedin.Thepriceis

highbutIwilldefinitelygiveyouacertaindiscount.”

BernardElnodidnotexpectthattwopeoplecametosellthings,andsuddenlyaskedwithalookof

surprise,“Whatdoyoumean?Areyoustilldoingdoor-to-doorsales?”

Charlienoddedandsmiled,andsaid,“Yes,andit’saprivatecustomizeddoor-to-doorsalethatis

specificallyforyou.”

Afterthat,CharliebeckonedtoZacharynexttohim,andsaid,“Comeon,Zachary,takeoutallyour

treasuredgoodthingsandshowthemtoMr.Elno!”

Zacharyhurriedlyspreadoutthebigbaghehadjustnowdirectlyontheground.

Zacharyusuallysetupastall,andheusedalargetableclothwithalotofoddsandendsonit.

Ifitiswindyorrainy,orifabuyercomestosettleaccountsafterthefall,hecandirectlygrabthefour

cornersofthetablecloth,flickitontheshoulder,andrunaway.

Moreover,afterthelimelightpassed,thepackagewasthrownontheground,andthebusinesscould

startimmediately.

Itcandefinitelyberegardedasamust-haveitemforhometravelandsettingupstalls.



BernardElnodidn’texpectthathetraveledalongwaytoparticipateinsuchahigh-strength

RejuvenationPillauction,onlytoencountersuchalowdoor-to-doorsalespromotion.

HepointedtotheraggedplaceofZachary,frownedandsaid,“Whatkindofrubbishisthis…”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Theyareallpricelessantiquebooks.”

“What?!”BernardElnopointedtoabronzewinebottleandasked,“Thisbronzecuphasbrokenlegs.

Takeacloserlook.It’sallplastic!”

Zacharylookeddown,panicked,andquicklysaidtoCharlieinalowvoice,“MasterWade…this…the

qualityofthisbatchofgoodsisnotverygood.ItisprobablybecauseIjustpackedittogetherinsucha

brainstormingmannerandaccidentallysmasheditalltogether…”

Afterspeaking,heaskedCharlie,“MasterWade,thisoldforeignmanisgoodenough,whatshouldIdo

now?”

Zacharyismostafraidofbeingexposedonthespotorbeingcaughtonthespot.

Buyingandsellingisaboutbuyingandleaving,andallthetimeisspentbeforeconsumerspaythebill.

Therefore,inhisperception,theremustbenomistakesbeforepayingthebill.Onceanerroroccurs,itis

equivalenttoacompletelossofthecustomer.

However,Charliedidn’tcareaboutthese.

HedirectlysaidtoZachary,“Don’ttalk,letmecome.”



Afterspeaking,Charliedirectlypickeduptheplasticimitationbronzewinebottle,andintroducedto

BernardElnoveryseriously,“Mr.Elno,thisisawinebottlethatisengravedbyourChineseShang

Dynastybronzeculture.Youalsoknowthatthebronzesofourcountryarevery,verypreciouscultural

relics,anditisabsolutelyimpossibletocirculateandsell,sowecanonlysellthisone-to-onehandicraft

toyouforeignfriends.”

Afterspeaking,Charliepointedtothemissingcornerandexplained,“Look,thereasonwhyweuse

plasticsasrawmaterialsistorespondtoenergyconservationandenvironmentalprotection,aswellas

theglobalconceptofcarbonneutralityandcarbonpeaking.LookPlasticsseemtobeworthless,butthey

areallmadeofbiodegradablematerialsanddonotpollutetheenvironment.Theyareabsolutelygreen

crafts.”
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Havingsaidthat,Charliecontinued,“Undernormalcircumstances,wearegoingtosellthisproductfor

18million,butyouhavealsoseenthatithasnowbecomeadefectiveproduct,soIwillgiveyoua

certaindiscountfor17.88millionyoutakeitaway!”

Afterlisteningtothis,Zachary’sbladdersphinctertightenedandalmostdidn’tsqueezeapee.

HelookedatCharlie’sexpression,asifhehadbeenstruckbythunderinhorror.

Atthismoment,hewasalmostafraidofdeathinhisheart,andcouldn’thelpbutwonder,“Master

Wadeisgoingtodosomething.Thepurchasepriceofthisruinedthingisnotapieceofeight,buthe

sellsitfor18million…This…thisislikebeingslaughtered…”

BernardElno’sexpressionwaslikeadog,andhewavedhishandsirritablyandsaid,“It’sallright,Ibeg

youtostopinsultingmyIQ.Youleavemyroom,andifthereisanyrubbish,pleaseyoutakeeverything

away,Idon’tneediteither!”

“Noneed?”Charlie’sexpressionsuddenlybecamecold,andhesaidwithasneer,“That’sreally



embarrassing,Mr.Elno,ifyoudon’tbuytheseproductsfromus,youwilllosethequalificationto

participateinthisauction..”

“What?!”BernardElnoaskedangrily,“Ihavepassedyourregistrationreview,andIhavepaidthe

registrationfee,andIalsopaidthe6millionroomfee.Whateligibilitydoyouhavetocancelmyauction

qualification?”

Charliesaidnaturallywithalook,“Becauseyoudidn’tdistributethegoods!”

“Distributethegoods?!”BernardElnoheardthesewords,thewholepersonhasbeenpetrified,andhe

recoveredafterawhile,andblurtedout,“ThisisthefirsttimeIheardthatparticipatingintheauction

willhavetodistributegoods!It’sridiculous!”

Charliesmiledandsaid,“Gotoyourstoretobuyabaganddistributethegoods,don’tyouneedtocome

toustobuyRejuvenationPill?”

Ashesaid,hetookouthisconsumptionreceiptandsneered,“Comeon,takealook,gotoyourstore

andbuyabagwhichonlycosthundredsofthousands.Itismandatorytoallocateonemilliongoods,and

thegoodsarealsodistributed.Thoserubbishthathasbeenunsoldforseveralyearsandiscoveredwith

dust,ourbossisalsolearningnowandusingit,andfullylearningfromMr.Elno’sbusinessstrategy.”

BernardElnoglancedattheshoppinglist,andhisfacesuddenlybecameuglierthaneatingshit.

Distributionisanunspokenruleestablishedbytheluxurygoodsindustry.BernardElnohaslongbeen

familiarwiththisunspokenrule,andevenearnsalotofmoneybyrelyingonthisunspokenrule.

Buthedidn’texpectthatCharliewouldtakethissetofanti-generalstoday.

Moreover,thedistributionstatusshownonthisshoppinglistisindeedtoocheating.



Abag,evenwithsixtimesthepriceofgoods,thisisreallycrazy.

So,hesaidwithalookofembarrassment,“This…asfarasIknow…thenormaldistributionquotaisa

littleseveraltimeshigherthanthepublicprice.Apackageofmorethan100,000yuancanbedistributed

200,000yuan.That’senough,andIdon’tknowwhyonemillionisstockedhere…maybeit’sthestore’s

ownbehavior…”

Charliewavedhishand,“Youdon’thavetoexplainsomuch.Nowourbossonlygiveyoutwochoices.If

youwanttoparticipateintheauctionofRejuvenationPill,youmustcompletethedistribution,

otherwise,aftercheckingout,wewillrefundyouallthefeesyoupaid!”

BernardElnohurriedlysaid,“Onlytheluxurygoodsindustryhastherulesofdistribution,andthe

distributionofgoodsintheluxurygoodsindustryisalsoahelplessmove.Thepricesofmanythingsare

notspeculatedbyourbrands,butbyoutsiders.Speculatorsarespeculatinghigh,suchaswatches,Patek

Philippe’sNautilus,whichhadapublicpriceoflessthan20,000Eurostenyearsago,butnowthe

circulatingpriceonthemarketismorethan60,000Euros,whichhasdoubledseveraltimes,andthe

brand’soutputisalsolimited,sowecanonlyfillthegapbetweenthepublicpriceandtheactualselling

pricethroughdistribution.Thisisanormalsituation!”

Charlieaskedwithasmile,“Why,evenifapieceofNautiluswithhundredsofthousandsofdollarsisa

hotcommodity,itmustbedistributed.WhataboutourRejuvenationpill?Thetwohundredtoprichcan

onlygrabtwoofthem.Isn’titmuchmoresought-afterthanNautilus?Thenitneedstobeequippedwith

moregoodslikeNautilus,isn’titjustified?”


